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Raymond Huo (E&3E)

Member of Parliament

LLB (Auckland), MLitt (1st Class Hon, Auckland); LLB (CUPL), BA (An-
hui) ; MlinstD (NZ)

Since arriving in New Zealand from Beijing in 1990s, Raymond has traversed suc-
cessful careers in journalism, as Asian affairs reporter for the New Zealand Herald and
law, as a Partner at Shieff Angland Lawyers.

Before returning to Parliament in March 2017, Raymond had served two terms as
a list MP (2008-2014) , sitting on various select committees including Finance & Ex-
penditure, Environment and Commerce. He now chairs the Justice Committee.

In April 2013 Raymond was appointed an Honorary Professor of Law at his alma
mater, China University of Political Science and Law in Beijing. This appointment was
matched by Victoria University in Wellington’s Faculty of Law, where he once served
as an Honorary Senior Associate.

In 2012 Raymond was presented with the “Green Angel Clean Tech Award” in
Beijing recognising his contribution in promoting Auckland-based LanzaTech’s renew-
able energy technologies and in general, NZ Inc. He is a founding trustee and co—chair
of the New Zealand Chinese Language Week Charitable Trust, a cross—party initiative
promoting New Zealand’s understanding of China, its people and culture.

Raymond has published 7 books and is a regular Chinese media commentator on

current affairs and legal issues.
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Andrew Little—foreword to The Power of the Rule of Law

The Honourable Andrew Little MP has served as an elected Member of the New Zeal-
and Parliament since 2011. He was previously President of the New Zealand Labour Par-
ty and Parliamentary Leader of the New Zealand Labour Party. In the government of
PrimeMinister the Right Honourable Jacinda Ardern, Little has served as New Zealand’
s Minister of Justice and Minister for Courts since 2017.

We live in an increasingly interconnected world, where countries as diverse as
China and New Zealand seek ever—closer trade, cultural and interpersonal linkages. It
is the challenge of the twenty first century for businesspeople, scholars, policymakers
and jurists alike to gain better understandings of how different legal systems function.

Power of the Rule of Lawby Huo “Raymond” Jianqgiang Z2&3% does precisely that
by providing accessible and practical analysis of Western law systems for Chinese scholars.

Huo’s expertise cannot be underestimated. A former Partner of an Auckland—based
law firm, former journalist for The New Zealand Herald, Honorary Professor of Law at
China University of Political Science and Law H[E B K%, Huo has been an elected
Member of the New Zealand Parliament between 2008—2014 and again since 2017.

Power of the Rule of Lawlogically describes the common law by analysing key
cases from multiple jurisdictions. It turned my mind to the landmark decision of Dono-
ghue v Stevenson, being one of the central British cases which I would encourage any
student of the common law to investigate. In addition to that case’ s precedent—setting
role in the law of negligence and the principle of duty of care, it is a good demonstra-
tion of the practical effect of ‘judge—made law’ where precedent and consistency are
the fundamental tenets.

Judge—made law can offer a valuable contribution to a constitutional framework

which places the rule of law at its centre, safeguarding against excesses and over—reac-
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hing while protecting the sanctity of commercial contracts. It is a bridge between the
authority of central government and the reality of people’ s daily lives and local cul-
tures—all are citizens, but the mountains are high and the emperor is far away.

The common law is not the only measure which characterises Western countries’
justice systems, although appreciating the common law is a critical starting point for
understanding. In New Zealand there is some debate about whether stronger checks and
balances on Parliamentary power are needed, including the merits or otherwise of hav-
ing a written constitution. This book, as it scans historic and recent leading common
law cases across a number of jurisdictions, including the United States of America
where a written constitution is central to judicial and legislative decision —making,
offers a useful reflection for this debate in New Zealand.

China is known worldwide for its Confucian ancient régime, and now for its re-
markable opening up and development in recent decades. China’ s history, as well as
its modern achievements, are testament to the tenacity and innovation of its people and
the nation’ s status as a leading global player in trade and business. Power of the Rule
of Law comes at an important time during the continued development of Chinese juris-
prudence with respect to accordance with internationally accepted standards for justice
and the need for certainty in commerce. The cases contained in this text provide a good
demonstration of the way that the common law works to uphold these principles in cul-
tural contexts that can be as different as New Zealand and the Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region of China.

I commend my friendHuo for the contribution this book makes to the deepening of
our appreciation of how different legal systems work, and for ultimately enhancing the
shared understanding and positive exchanges of ideas between China and New Zealand

and the wider West.

Hon Andrew Little MP
March 2019
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(1) http://www. britannica. com/EBchecked/topic/188090/English — law; British History: Middle Ages
Common Law—Henry II and the Birth of a State. BBC. [2009-07-23].

(2) BRERAKE, SEMHERIE, R, DREE, Find, FLm, SEEFRK,

(3) XBOAREEKEBEAKRH - $L4kULH, W Benjamin Cardozo: The Nature of the Judicial
Process (1921) 22-23.
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