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Lesson One

Essays

uestions for Preparation: ............................................................................................ .

1. What is truth?
2. Does a mixture of a lie have any benefits?

Of Truth
by Francis Bacon » ;

What is truth? said jesting Pilate, and would not stay for an answer. Certainly there be, that
delight in giddiness, and count it a bondage to fix a belief; affecting free-will in thinking, as well
as in acting. And though the sects of philosophers of that kind be gone, yet there remain certain
discoursing wits, which are of the same veins, though there be not so much blood in them, as was
in those of the ancients. But it is not only the difficulty and labor, which men take in finding out
of truth, nor again, that when it is found, it imposeth upon men’s thoughts, that doth bring lies in
favor; but a natural though corrupt love, of the lie itself. One of the later school of the Grecians,
examineth the matter, and is at a stand, to think what should be in it, that men.should love lies;
where neither they make for pleasure, as with poets, nor for advantage, as with the merchant;
but for the lie’s sake. But I cannot tell; this same truth, is a naked, and open day-light, that doth
not show the masks, and mummeries, and triumphs, of the world, half so stately and daintily as

candle-lights. Truth may perhaps come to the price of a pearl, that showeth best by day; but it will
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not rise to the price of a diamond, or carbuncle, that showeth best in varied lights. A mixture of a
lie doth ever add pleasure. Doth any man doubt, that if there were taken out of men’s minds, vain
opinions, flattering hopes, false valuations, imaginations as one would, and the like, but it would
leave the minds, of a number of men, poor shrunken things, full of melancholy and indisposition,
and unpleasing to themselves?

One of the fathers, in great severity, called poesy vinum doemonum, because it filleth the
imagination; and yet, it is but with the shadow of a lie. But it is not the lie that passeth through
the mind, but the lie that sinketh in, and settleth in it, that doth the hurt; such as we spake of
before. But, howsoever these things are thus in men’s depraved judgments, and affections, yet
truth, which only doth judge itself, teacheth that the inquiry of truth, which is the love-making, or
wooing of it, the knowledge of truth, which is the presence of it, and the belief of truth, which is
the enjoying of it, is the sovereign good of human nature. The first creature of God, in the works
of the days, was the light of the sense; the last, was the light of reason; and his sabbath work ever
since, is the illumination of his Spirit. First he breathed light, upon the face of the matter or chaos;
then he breathed light, into the face of man; and still he breatheth and inspireth light, into the face
of his chosen. The poet, that beautified the sect, that was otherwise inferior to the rest, saith yet
excellently well: It is a pleasure, to stand upon the shore, and to see ships tossed upon the sea; a
pleasure, to stand in the window of a castle, and to see a battle, and the adventures thereof below:
but no pleasure is comparable to the standing upon the vantage ground of truth (a hill not to be
commanded, and where the air is always clear and serene), and to see the errors, and wanderings,
and mists, and tempests, in the vale below; so always that this prospect be with pity, and not with
swelling, or pride. Certainly, it is heaven upon earth, to have a man’s mind move in charity, rest
in providence, and turn upon the poles of truth.

To pass from theological, and philosophical truth, to the truth of civil business; it will be
acknowledged, even by those that practise it not, that clear, and round dealing, is the honor of man’s
nature; and that mixture of falsehoods, is like alloy in coin of gold and silver, which may make the
metal work the better, but it embaseth it. For these winding, and crooked courses, are the goings of the
serpent; which goeth basely upon the belly, and not upon the feet. There is no vice, that doth so cover
a man with shame, as to be found false and perfidious. And therefore Montaigne saith prettily, when
he inquired the reason, why the word of the lie should be such a disgrace, and such an odious charge?
Saith he, if it be well weighed, to say that a man lieth, is as much to say, as that he is brave towards
God, and a coward towards men. For a lie faces God, and shrinks from man. Surely the wickedness
of falsehood, and breach of faith, cannot possibly be so highly expressed, as in that it shall be the last
peal, to call the judgments of God upon the generations of men; it being foretold, that when Christ
cometh, he shall not find faith upon the earth.
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Lesson One Essa

uestions for Preparation; ........................................................................................... "

1. Does a man of great place have his freedom?
2. What does a man of great place lose?

Section B Of Great Place
&G o o by Francis Bacon
T g ' 8 P~

Men in great place are thrice servants: servants of the sovereign or state; servants of fame;
and servants of business. So as they have no freedom; neither in their persons, nor in their actions,
nor in their times. It is a strange desire, to seek power and to lose liberty: or to seek power over
others, and to lose power over a man’s self. The rising unto place is laborious; and by pains,
men come to greater pains; and it is sometimes base; and by indignities, men come to dignities.
The standing is slippery, and the regress is either a downfall, or at least an eclipse, which is a
melancholy thing. Cum non sis qui fueris, non esse cur velis vivere'. Nay, retire men cannot when
they would, neither will they, when it were reason; but are impatient of privateness, even in age
and sickness, which require the shadow; like old townsmen, that will be still sitting at their street
door, though thereby they offer age to.scorn. Certainly great persons had need to borrow other
men’s opinions, to think themselves happy; for if they judge by their own feeling, they cannot
find it; but if they think with themselves what other men think of them, and that other men would
fain be as they are, then they are happy as it were by report; when perhaps they find the contrary
within. For they are the first that find their own griefs, though they be the last that find their
own faults. Certainly men in great fortunes are strangers to themselves, and while they are in the
puzzle of business they have no time to tend their health either of body or mind. 1/li mors gravis
incubat, qui notus nimis omnibus, ignotus moritur sibi.’

In place, there is license to do good and evil; whereof the latter is a curse: for in evil the best
condition is not to will; the second not to can. But power to do good is the true and lawful end of
aspiring. For good thoughts (though God accept them) yet towards men are little better than good
dreams, except they be put in act; and that cannot be without power and place, as the vantage and
commanding ground.

Merit and good works is the end of man’s motion; and conscience of the same is the
accomplishment of man’s rest. For if a man can be partaker of God’s theatre, he shall likewise
be partaker of God’s rest. Et conversus Deus, ut aspiceret opera quae fecerunt manus suae, vidit
quod omnia essent bona nimis;’ and then the Sabbath.

In the discharge of thy place set before thee the best examples; for imitation is a globe
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of precepts. And after a time set before thee thine own example; and examine thyself strictly
whether thou didst not best at first. Neglect not also the examples of those that have carried
themselves ill in the same place; not to set off thyself by taxing their memory, but to direct thyself
what to avoid. Reform therefore, without bravery or scandal of former times and persons; but yet
set it down to thyself as well to create good precedents as to follow them. Reduce things to the
first institution,~ and observe wherein and how they have degenerate; but yet ask counsel of both
times; of the ancient time, what is best; and of the latter time, what is fittest.

Seek to make thy course regular, that men may know beforehand what they may expect; but
be not too positive and peremptory; and express thyself well when thou digressest from thy rule.
Preserve the right of thy place; but stir not questions of jurisdiction; and rather assume thy right,
in silence and de facto,' than voice it with claims and challenges. Preserve likewise the rights
of inferior places; and think it more honor to direct in chief than to be busy in all. Embrace and
invite helps and advices touching the execution of thy place; and do not drive away such as bring
thee information, as meddlers; but accept of them in good part.

The vices of authority are chiefly four: delays, corruption, roughness, and facility.

For delays; give easy access; keep times appointed; go through with that which is in hand
and interlace not business but of necessity.

For corruption; do not only bind thine own hands or thy servants” hands from taking,
but bind the hands of suitors also from offering. For integrity used doth the one; but integrity
professed, and with a manifest detestation of bribery, doth the other. And avoid not only the fault,
but the suspicion. Whosoever is found variable, and changeth manifestly without manifest cause,
giveth suspicion of corruption. Therefore always, when thou changest thine opinion or course,
profess it plainly, and declare it, together with the reasons that move thee to change; and do not
think to steal it. A servant or a favorite, if he be inward, and no other apparent cause of esteem, is
commonly thought, but a by-way to close corruption.

For roughness; it is a needless cause of discontent: severity breedeth fear, but roughness
breedeth hate. Even reproofs from authority ought to be grave, and not taunting.

As for facility; it is worse than bribery. For bribes come but now and then; but if importunity
or idle respects lead a man, he shall never be without. As Solomon saith, 7o respect persons is not
good; for such a man will transgress for a piece of bread.’

It is most true that was anciently spoken, 4 place sheweth the man. And it sheweth some
to the better, and some to the worse. Omnium consensu capax imperii, nisi imperasset,® saith
Tacitus of Galba; but of Vespasian he saith, Solus imperantium, Vespasianus mutatus in melius;’
though the one was meant of sufficiency, the other of manners and affection. It is an assured sign
of a worthy and generous spirit, whom honor amends. For honor is, or should be, the place of
virtue; and as in nature, things move violently to their place, and calmly in their place, so virtue
in ambition is violent, in authority settled and calm. All rising to great place is by a winding star;

and if there be factions, it is good to side a man’s self, whilst he is in the rising, and to balance
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Lesson One Essays

himself when he is placed. Use the memory of thy predecessor, fairly and tenderly; for if thou

dost not, it is a debt will sure be paid when thou art gone. If thou have colleagues, respect them,

and rather call them, when they look not for it, than exclude them, when they have reason to look

to be called. Be not too sensible, or too remembering, of thy place in conversation, and private

answers to suitors; but let it rather be said, When he sits in place, he is another man.

. Cum non sis qui fueris, non esse cur velis vivere: Since you are not what you were, there is

no reason why you should wish to live.

. Illi mors gravis incubat, qui notus nimis omnibus, ignotus moritur sibi: Death presses

heavily upon him who dies known too well by all, but unknown to himself.

. Et conversus Deus, ut aspiceret opera quae fecerunt manus suae, vidit quod omnia essent

bona nimis: And God, turning, looked upon the works which his hands has made and saw
that all were very good.

4. de facto: as a matter of fact.

5

d:_, About the Author

To respect persons is not good, for such a man will transgress for a piece of bread: Here is
noted, that a judge were better be a briber than a respecter of persons; for a corrupt judge is
offendeth not so slightly as a facile.

. Omnium consensu capax imperii, nisi imperasset: If he had not governed, all would have

thought him capable of governing.

. Solus imperantium, Vespasianus mutatus in melius: Vespasian alone as emperor changed

for the better.

)

Francis Bacon (1561-1626) was an English philosopher, statesman, and author. He is also known

as one of the leading figures in natural philosophy and in the field of scientific methodology in the

period of transition from the Renaissance to the early modern era. He published texts in which he

speculated on possible conceptions of society, and he pondered questions of ethics (Essays) even in his

works on natural philosophy (7he Advancement of Learning).
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1.

But it is not only the difficulty and labor, which men take in finding out of truth, nor again,

that when it is found, it imposeth upon men’s thoughts, that doth bring lies in favor; but a
natural though corrupt love, of the lie itself.

GBI~ —~w it is not only VRN EAF I SRR EE G,
}T— i %%ﬁ?tﬁé’)”l‘ 77 W i£93 “nor” ié»f%é’} lﬂi/l\ﬂ‘?” 8, 8 -F “the difficulty and
labor, which men take in finding out of truth” ¥, “difficulty and labor” 2} J& X % 419
“which” 31893 FRAE BT IEM G PG4T, NG FAE “take” #9EE, RN, &5
Tm@%%\&m*ﬁmlnsmm"ﬂ%%ﬁﬁﬂ R EAMME TREGRBER
&aimﬁa%?&ﬁﬁﬂi SRR ELRT L%,

EEGED UL A %J/\ﬂ]/ii«?'#kﬁ—ﬁl%:;#iq’/i‘:&ﬁ] BAERTL, 2R KXTHA,
M ERIKT, LREZRAALNERG, ARFLH B MEAGERY; L EAHAA
e ARG HA H—Fr D AR R I AL ) Jik

One of the later school of the Grecians, examineth the matter, and is at a stand, to think what
should be in it, that men should love lies; where neither they make for pleasure, as with poets,
nor for advantage, as with the merchant; but for the lie’s sake. ‘
CEIAD: v FvmirsSwAB=Iraui. F—Arsansial
“examineth” = “is”, 940 “at a stand” & “FAAZ A" #EE, “to think” B —A&
&M 8], “what should be in it” &5 “it” AT @49 “the matter”, /G& “that” 7] F4)—
AR LB G A EAE T 3t — A, % = A6 A8 T “what should be in it, that men
should love lies”, &—A>d1 X % |13 where" 7| F09 T EME, TERA “they do not
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love lies to make for pleasure/advantage in it”. % =498 2% A5 aet5)4), &L
LR XFE, AN ZTER “but where they make for the lie’s sake”
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3. To pass from theological, and philosophical truth, to the truth of civil business; it will be
acknowledged, even by those that practise it not, that clear, and round dealing, is the honor
of man’s nature; and that mixture of falsehoods, is like alloy in coin of gold and silver, which
may make the metal work the better, but it embaseth it.

DRt — N ERE S, ﬁémm“”ﬁ$%k#&ﬁ&ﬁ =&
FE @RS A4 F 8 £ 4, “it will be acknowledged that ...” #F, “it” ZH X £1&,
J& & # A~ “that” 3] F &9 A 4] “clear, and round dealing...man’s nature” #» “mixture of
falsehoods. . .but it embaseth it” & &) F#9i% 4% 35, H—A “that” #749 “even...practise
it not” ZIENE, HEFRF, ATikF, EAF=A “that” | F8ME F, “alloy”
A HJE “which” 3] -F693F FRE M EIEME P AT, NG PHEE,
CEE L ED - AN F AR F Lo A e e kS P IR, B R ALK E S
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4. The standing is slippery, and the regress is either a downfall, or at least an eclipse, which is a
melancholy thing.

GBI :x & — 1 2FrR#) B EM 8, 4 “which is a melancholy thing” %337 &
%u‘iﬁii& By A
ETED i o TR, mBRTRASBIAERME, HERIMTATE,

5. For good thoughts (though God accept them) yet towards men are little better than good
dreams, except they be put in act; and that cannot be without power and place, as the vantage
and commanding ground.

GELID:x 2 AR/ 5t5169 6 F, @8 & F X “good thoughts” # £i&, JG a9 4)
T % “that” 31 F—/NEEM ), P “that” 35K AT @4 “good thoughts”

EEEED o R 2 T4, HHEBELEERESHY, mEiLEoT L5, i
%Eﬂu%ﬁﬁﬂm%o

6. Reform therefore, without bravery or scandal of former times and persons; but yet set it down
to thyself as well to create good precedents as to follow them.
GEID =« 2 — ik sy, LPEA—A “as well.as” 8% Hy, K7 “RiZ-oor o
H”, K “create good precedents” 55 “follow them” & % # A3 5 &9 4k .
EEXEED A KR AR TRBEM, FRTERA B 5M4E; 2BARRHTH,
A ZREEZBHA, W BL2d RIFZ b,
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L. Vocabulary.

A.

Fill in the blanks in the following 10 sentences by using the words given
on the list. Change the forms of the words where necessary to fit the
context. Use each word only once; not all of the words on the list will be
used.

éshrink bondage deprave severity valuation mummery inferior
%execution liberty exclude corruption laborious inferior degenerate

10.

. Certainly there be, that delight in giddiness, and count it a to fix a belief.

. But I cannot tell; this same truth, is a naked, and open day-light, that doth not show the
masks, and , and triumphs, of the world, half so stately and daintily as candle-
lights.

. Doth any man doubt, that if there were taken out of men’s minds, vain opinions, flattering

hopes, false , imaginations as one would, and the like, but it would leave the
minds, of a number of men, poor shrunken things, full of melancholy and indisposition, and
unpleasing to themselves?

. One of the fathers, in great , called poesy vinumdoemonum, because it filleth

the imagination; and yet, it is but with the shadow of a lie.

. But, howsoever these things are thus in men’s judgments, and affections,

yet truth, which only doth judge itself, teacheth that the inquiry of truth, which is the love-
making, or wooing of it, the knowledge of truth, which is the presence of it, and the belief of

truth, which is the enjoying of it, is the sovereign good of human nature.

. It is a strange desire, to seek power and to lose : or to seek power over others,

and to'lose power over a man’s self.

. The rising unto place is ; and by pains, men come to greater pains; and it is

sometimes base; and by indignities, men come to dignities.

. Preserve likewise the rights of places; and think it more honor to direct in chief

than to be busy in all.

. Embrace and invite helps and advices touching the of thy place; and do not

drive away such as bring thee information, as meddlers; but accept of them in good part.
If thou have colleagues, respect them, and rather call them, when they look not for it, than

them, when they have reason to look to be called.
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B. Complete the following 10 sentences with proper prepositions or
adverbs.

1. What is truth? said jesting Pilate, and would not stay an answer.

2. Truth may perhaps come to the price of a pearl, that showeth best by day; but it will not rise
to the price of a diamond, or carbuncle, that showeth best - varied lights.

3. But it is not the lie that passeth the mind, but the lie that sinketh in, and settleth

in it, that doth the hurt; such as we spake of before.

4. First he breathed light, the face of the matter or chaos; then he breathed light,
into the face of man; and still he breatheth and inspireth light, into the face of his chosen.

5. If it be well weighed, to say that a man lieth, is as much to say, as that he is brave towards
God, and a coward towards men. For a lie faces God, and shrinks man.

6. So as they have no freedom; in their persons, nor in their actions, nor in their
times.

7. The standing is slippery, and the regress is a downfall, or at least an eclipse,
which is a melancholy thing.

8. Certainly men in great fortunes are strangers themselves, and while they are in
the puzzle of business they have no time to tend their health either of body or mind.

9. Seek to make thy course regular, that men may know ~ what they may expect;
but be not too positive and peremptory; and express thyself well when thou digressest from
thy rule.

10. Reform therefore, bravery or scandal of former times and persons; but yet set it
down to thyself as well to create good precedents as to follow them.

3 - Reading comprehension.

Read the following short article and answer the questions below.

Ernest Hemingway, author, exile, fully understood the life-enhancing, horizon-broadening
significance that Paris and its transplanted New York-owned newspaper, the English-language
Paris Herald, held for nouveau-riche middle-class Americans.

In his 1926 novel The Sun Also Rises, the first thing the autobiographical hero, Jake Barnes,
does on his return to France from Spain is buy the Herald, as the present-day International
Herald Tribune was then known, and read it in a cafe with a glass of wine.

Whether Hemingway intended it or not, Barnes struck a contagiously cosmopolitan pose that
proved irresistibly attractive to the many would-be emulators who subsequently made the journey
across the Atlantic.

For generations of Americans travelling to Europe before, during and after the two world
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wars, swapping the competitive, tight-laced rigours of the materialist, capitalist, God-fearing USA
for the sophisticated languor, louche-ness and chic of the French capital, the Herald reported,
reflected and symbolised the quintessential experience of embracing foreignness, and specifically
Frenchness.

It provided a link with home while reminding the expatriate of his or her daring plunge into
the unknown, slightly dangerous culture of the Old World.

And it became the newspaper of glittering record for what Gertrude Stein, perhaps the
original “American in Paris,” dubbed “la generation perdue,” the lost generation, which hailed
from America’s Gilded Age and came into its own during the First World War. Its denizens
included F. Scott Fitzgerald, Isadora Duncan, T. S. Eliot, Waldo Peirce and Alan Seeger as well as
Hemingway himself.

Years later, in 1953, Hemingway was still propping up the bar at the Paris Ritz, where he
was discovered drinking Bloody Marys by the Herald’s humorist, Art Buchwald.

Hemingway denied a report that he had consumed 15 martinis in 45 minutes at the Dome
cafe in Montparnasse. The great man told Buchwald: “First of all, I’d never do such a silly thing,
and secondly, I’d like to see anybody drink a dry martini at the Dome.”

The exchange was reproduced in a special supplement published on Monday by the
International Herald Tribune (IHT) to mark its last day of publication under that name. From
Tuesday it will be marketed as the International New York Times, reflecting its present ownership
and, presumably, the New York title’s desire to project itself as a more recognizable global brand.

Buchwald’s anecdotes aside, the-supplement unearths old opinion and editorial pieces,
historic news reports and front pages, fashion shocks, scientific breakthroughs and fusty
photographs of mostly forgotten icons and tyrants, and reprints several of the paper’s consistently
unfunny cartoons. All were published after the Herald opened for business in Paris in 1887 under
the auspices of James Gordon Bennett, owner of the New York Herald.

Like newspapers in the digital age, the transplanted paper was made possible by
revolutionary technological advances, including more efficient printing methods and improved
communications stemming from the laying of the first transatlantic telegraph cables in 1858.

At the same time, according to Charles Robertson, author of a history of the paper, new
audiences were being created by the rapid development of steamship travel and the advent of a
new class of wealthy Americans eager to discover the Europe of their forebears.

In an editorial for the last edition, the IHT’s Serge Schmemann argues bravely that the
rebranded paper will remain vital and relevant because “we still need trusted reporters and editors
to sort out the vast waves of information sweeping this chaotic world of ours. We need those first

rough drafts, the smart commentary, the impartial news, to function in these times.”

1. The Paris Herald is not

A. Paris and its transplanted New York-owned newspaper.
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