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Preface

Chinese Course is a series of comprehensive Chinese leaming
materials designed for intemnational students studying in China. The
first edition was published in 1999, and the second edition in 2006.
Over the years, it has been used by many educational institutions in
China and abroad. The authors are full of gratitude and aware of
the responsibility they are shouldering.

The ten-plus years since the publication of Chinese Course
has withessed fast advances in science and technology, rapid
economic development and fremendous changes in the Chinese
society. Certain content and vocabulary in the original edition are
apparently out-of-date, needing fo be updated and revised to
meet the needs of feaching and leaming.

Therefore, based on the 2006 edition, we’ve made another
revision following the principles below:

1. Keeping the original style of Chinese Course and its
superiorities of being “easy to teach, leam and use”;

2. Substituting new content and vocabulary for the outdated
ones in the books;

3. Making proper adjustments and supplements to certain
sections in the books;

4. Adding a matching Leaming Guide 1o give students better
directions for studying and using each book.

The third edition of Chinese Course is composed of three levels
(each including sublevels A and B), 76 lessons in total. For institutions
granting undergraduate degrees, it takes one year fo finish; for non-
degree-granting institutions, teachers can use the books flexibly
based on their instructional targets and goals.

The specifics are as follows:
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Targeted at:

Beginning- and elementary-level Chinese language learners.

Class hours: ,

Books 1 and 2 (50 lessons) are for the first semester of the first
year. It is suggested that each of the 25 lessons in Book 1 take two
class hours (1 class hour = 50 minutes) and each of the 25 lessons
in Book 2 take four class hours.

Book 3 (26 lessons) is for the second semester of the first year. It
is suggested that each lesson take six class hours.

The guiding concept of This series is o gradually improve the
language skills of beginners in their first year in listening, speaking,
reading and writing, to cultivate their Chinese communication
abilities and meanwhile to lay a foundation for their study in the
second year through classroom instruction and practice based on
the teaching of linguistic elements such as pronunciation, grammar,
vocabulary and Chinese characters.

The third edition of Chinese Course has many new highlights
in terms of content and form. The goal we are striving for is still to
moké this over 10-year-old series of Chinese leaming materials “easy
.'ro feach, leamn and use” so that it can better serve the cause of

" ~ihfemcfionol Chinese education.

This revision is based on a lot of research and the opinions
qnd suggestions from experts and teachers and has received great

support from Beijing Language and Culture University Press. We
“hereby express our sincere gratitude.

We look forward to opsnions and sugges’nons from all The users,
including teachers and students, which will help us keep improving
and updating.

The authors
- March, 2016
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