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ﬂ Listening

Listen to a passage and fill in the blanks. Study the following words and

expression before listening.

Word tips

e European /,juara'pizon/ a. B, KK AR
e Arabian /a'rerbran/ a. FTH{EAT, FHRAEAR
® composer /kam'pavzal n. {EHIZ

o chamber music (it ) Z} %K

® progressively /prov'gresivli/ ad. Z ¥

® enhance /in'ha:ns/ v. 2

The Violin

The violin is an instrument which has four strings, and is played with a bow.
The violin is important in European and Arabian music. No other instrument

has played such an important (1) in Europe. The modern

violin is about 400 years old. By the time the modern orchestra started in the 17th
century, the violin was fully (2)

. It became the most important

orchestral instrument. Nearly every composer wrote for the violin. It is used as a
solo instrument, in chamber music, in orchestral music and in jazz. It is also used in
(3) :

It takes years of (4) to become a good violinist. A

beginner will start with pieces or exercises that do not (5)

precise or complicated techniques in right or left hand. Some examples are “Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star”, “Children’s Song”, and “Over the Rainbow”. With these “simple”
songs, the beginner will develop (6)

skills necessary for all
other techniques, such as proper bow and violin holding. As they develop more and

more (7) and skill in both left and right hands, pieces and

exercises will become progressively more (8)

. When necessary,
they will also learn techniques and skills that will enhance their playing.
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1 “Wanted: Violin. Can’t pay much. Call..”

2 Why did I notice that? I wondered, since I rarely look at the classified ads.

3 Ilaid the paper on my lap and closed my eyes, remembering what had happened many

years before...

4 When my older twin sisters began showing an interest in music, Harriet Anne learned
to play Grandma’s upright piano, while Suzanne turned to Daddy’s violin. Simple tunes soon
became lovely melodies as the twins played more and more. I loved the mellow sound of the

firm bow across the strings of the violin. Oh, how I wanted one!

5 It wasnot a good year. At harvest the crops did not bring as much as we had hoped. Yet
even though times were hard, I couldn’t wait any longer to ask: “Daddy, may I have a violin of
my own?”

6 “Can’tyou use Suzanne’s?”

4 uUnit 1



7 “T'dlike to be in the orchestra’, too, and we can’t both use the same violin at the same time.”

8 Daddy’s face looked sad. That night I heard him remind God in our family devotions,

“...and Lord, Mary wants her own violin.”

9 One day, Daddy made a phone call. Then he asked, “Mary, do you want to go with me

to visit Mr. Finkle, a friend of mine?”
10 “Sure,” I answered.

11 He drove to a fine, old house. A tall man opened the door. “Come in!” He and Daddy
heartily shook hands, both talking at once.

12 “Mary, I've been hearing things about you. Your daddy has arranged a big surprise for
you!” Mr. Finkle opened up a case, lifted out a violin and started to play. The melody surged
and spoke like waterfalls. Oh, to play like him, I thought.

13 “Carl, I found it in a pawnshop for seven dollars. It’s a good violin. Mary should be able

to make beautiful music with it.” Then he handed the violin to me.

14 Inoticed the tears in Daddy’s eyes as I took the violin. I touched the violin gently. The wood
was a gold brown that seemed to warm in the light. “It’s beautiful,” I said, barely breathing.

15 My heart beat wildly at my first public performance. I felt sure everyone in the
audience was watching me. Daddy and Mother smiled proudly at their little girl who held her

cherished violin for the whole world to admire.

16 The years seemed to run more swiftly then. My violin made every move with me, and I

carefully stored it when we unpacked — briefly remembering how much I still loved it.

17 Iforced my thoughts to the present and read again the ad that had transported me back
to the childhood memories. I thought of Daddy, who did all he could to fill my needs and

1 orchestra: HFZ/RAR . ERBFAMMARRIN, FEEFESERANRAREN A, HARRREARRERTE. fii.
ABRVEHZIRIRR “ZCWIAREN" |, TIEEZARIER . ROARHBINR “ZNERRN 5.
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desires when I was a little girl. I wondered if I had ever thanked him.

18 1picked up the newspaper, walked to the phone and dialed the number.

19 Later in the day, a man in his 30s knocked on the door. “I've been praying someone

would answer my ad. My daughter wants a violin so badly,” he said, examining the

instrument. “How much are you asking?”

20 Any music store, [ knew, would offer me a nice sum. But now I heard my voice answer,

“Seven dollars.”

271 “Sevendollars,” I repeated, and then added, “I hope your little girl will enjoy it as much as I did”

22 Iclosed the door behind him. Peeking through the window, I saw a young girl ran to

him as he held out the violin case to her. She hugged it against her, then snapped open the

case. She touched the violin lightly as it caught the glow of the late-afternoon sun, then

turned and threw her arms around her smiling father.

e classified /'klesifaid/ a. 732617, HZEMH

® upright /'aprait/ a. X9, E73(H

e melody /'melodi/ n. iERE, i

® mellow /'melov/ a. (755 ) tiH-H7, #f
T

® devotions /di'vaufonz/ n. #7#, #i5

e Lord /lo:d/ n. k7%

e heartily /'ha:til/ ad. #afit, ZOH
® case /kers/n. &, i, [E

® surge /s3:d3/ v. Wi, THE

® pawnshop /'poinfop/ n. %%

e gently /'dzentli/ ad. {E52Hh, B
o wildly /'waildli/ ad. f&Z43, HEHLHE

6 unit 1

e proudly /'praudli/ ad. F5¢H, JEEDE
S |

® swiftly /'swiftli/ ad. s

® unpack /,an'pak/ v. T (FiFalifaZE
) BUHARPE

® transport /trens'port/ v. (7EAREHF)
- T NREE ST

e dial /'daral/ v. 3% ( HIE S5 )

® peek /pi:k/ v. &, faE

® snap /snap/ v. ({) KHEE—F (&
EEETH)

® glow /glou/ n. Jt5%, Joi




Useful Expressions

Expressions Examples

turn to Many people in the village are turning to solar power.
pi i QRENIPIE =i R RERZ NTTHERIRPRET .
as much as I'm enjoying his success as much as he is.

il —H#Z | e MAZ | RBM—HARARIITRE

peek through He was peeking through the hole at what was going on in the room.
&l F (B MUEAR A 5 R A A

hold out She held out her arms to embrace the little girl.

i, St BB SRARHAR N

Reading Comprehension

I. Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).

1. Mary and her sisters all showed interest in music when they were young.
. Since it was a good year, Mary asked her father to buy a violin for her.
. Mary’s father agreed to buy her a violin happily and immediately.
. Mr. Finkle who helped Mary to get the violin was good at playing it.
Mary was so happy to get her own violin that she could hardly breathe.
. Another father in his 30s was eager to get a violin for his daughter.

. As Mary’s violin was old and worthless, she sold it only for seven dollars.

[ JEN - NI S N I N

. The little girl enjoyed the violin as much as Mary did when she was at that age.

IL. Give brief answers to the following questions.
1. Why was Mary interested in the ad though she rarely looked at the classified ads?

2. How did Mary’s father feel when she asked him to buy her a violin?

3. How did Mary feel at her first public performance?

Unit 1 7



4. How much did Mary ask for her violin when selling it? Why?

S. What did Mary see when she took a peek at the father and daughter through the

window?

Vocabulary and Structure

Words and Phrases to Drill

classified devotions dial heartily melody
pawnshop peek proudly snap surge
swiftly transport upright wildly as much as
hold out peek through turn to

I. Match words from the box above with the proper explanations.

1. : arranged in groups according to subjects or classes
2, : with obvious enjoyment or enthusiasm
3. : in a way that shows pleasure or satisfaction over sth. regarded as

highly honorable or creditable to oneself

: a piece of music or a song with a clear and simple tune

: move quickly and with force in a particular direction

: quickly, promptly

M F

: make sb. feel that they are in a different place, time or

situation

: open or move sth. quickly, esp. with a sudden sharp noise

: press the buttons on a telephone in order to phone sb.

10. : look quickly and secretly

I Fill in each blank with a word chosen from the box above. Change the form where

necessary.
1. He down the lid of the box.
2. She struck up a folk on the piano.

8 unit 1



3. You can get a complete list from the telephone directory.
4. The Yellow River onward like ten thousand horses galloping.
5. This delightful musical comedy the audience to the innocent days
of 1950s.
6. She at her neighbor from behind the curtain.
7. Iwas excited when I received your e-mail.
8. He lifted the phone and her number.
9. The government reacted and violently.
10. This is the country I could call my own.

II1. The words in italics are from the text. Read each statement and choose the
correct answer.
1. If you have a hard life, your life is .
A. not soft B. full of difficulties C. not friendly D. wonderful

2. Devotions are acts of that are done in private rather than in a religious
service.
A. emotions and spirits B. efforts or energies
C. words and deeds D. prayer or worship

3.In a pawnshop, you can
A. leave something there in exchange for money
B. get the money freely
C. borrow something for free
D. sell something at a high price
4. “The whole crowd cheered wildly” means they cheered
A. elegantly B. madly C. politely D. sadly

S.If you are sitting or standing upright, you are .
A. bending B. lying down
C. making your back straight D. jumping

IV. Fill in each blank with a compound word formed by two simple words given in the
box on the next page.

For example: The violin caught the glow of the late-afternoon sun. (late, afternoon)

[] Tips: H “T& + £ HRMNEAEE, HPMRARBHRTENSE. FIN: hotbed (EK),
midnight (7% ) %,
e ———————————
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