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Discourse Marker “(X) zhen shi (de)”
Yang Ying
Beijing Language and Culture University

Abstract: “(X) zhen shi (de)” is a very common construction in modern Chinese, and it
has been changing into a discourse marker to express the emotion of “blaming” ,” complaining”
when people use it constantly, therefor this structure has a strong subjectivity. This paper is

focused on the semantic structure, the function of discourse and the grammaticalization of

“(X) zhen shi (de)” .

Key words: discourse marker, “(X) zhen shi (de)” , subjectivity, intersubjectifity,

grammaticalization
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