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Xiamen, a city in the sea, has a close connection with the ocean since long time ago.

Xiamen Island is surrounded by the sea. The ancient Min and Yue people started to
live on the island in the Neolithic Age. In the middle of the Tang dynasty. people from the
Central Plains migrated here, which commenced the written history of Xiamen. Since that
time, Xiamen's economy has been developing over the past 1,100 years. At the end of the
Ming dynasty and the beginning of the Qing dynasty. the maritime in Xiamen prospered.
The bustling port became a passageway for overseas Chinese, a window for economic and
cultural exchanges, the Chinese and Western cultures mixed.

The sea opens Xiamen up and makes it tolerant like the sea. .lt also brings the world
to Xiamen, makes Xiamen more colorful and embracing. Xiamen's historical relics carry
plentiful stories about the sea. As we keep discovering and exploring, every piece of the
historic ruins and artifacts shows the close tie between Xiamen and the sea.

Xiamen is not only proud of its excellent ports and passing ships. With the desire
to go beyond the horizons and uncover the mysteries of the sea, a group of progressive
people from Xiamen travelled across the sea and started businesses in foreign countries.

They sailed the vast ocean, and worked hard in a foreign land, reflecting Xiamen people's
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motto of "No pain, no gain." As fallen leaves return to the roots, overseas Chinese returned
to their homeland out of homesickness and were dedicated to making contributions to their
country after achieving success and fame abroad.

Xiamen offers a lot to savor. Its profound history and weather—beaten stories inspired
this book with a great diversity of subjects. As an embodiment of Xiamen's history, this
book tells only a tip of the iceberg. This book contains various research transcripts of
different genres compiled by scholars, such as jottings, vignettes, essays, and even original
drafts, which are far from consistent, even with adjustment. However, it is such variety
that reflects the colorful cultural history of Xiamen. Since only fragments of a long history
are recorded. these short chapters can't fully capture the beauty of Xiamen's history. In the
interaction with the sea, greater emphasis is placed on "going out", while the "bringing in"
aspect being marginalized. The purpose to compile this book is to review the history and
to give our respects to this dynamic city. Although this book narrates history, it cannot
be taken as a history book. It has also collected vivid stories, but it cannot be taken as a
literary work, either. We hope that you can feel the beauty of Xiamen when reading the

snippets of history compiled in this book.
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The full picture of Xiamen in the tenth year during the reign of Emperor
Daoguang in the Qing Dynasty (1830) (Photo from Hong Buren)
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