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Living Cultural Heritage of Beijing

@

RN\ FRYIRNRALRN AR, BREXERRDL LG XERTFNERGZELARL
MEMELETRZI MEE, AMIBEEZHNMRETEAERLBERBHEBLRE, &
EARNEZEE LFT. XRRAFEERNSAENR.

When | first came to Beijing in the early 1980s, the city felt dusty overall. A one-time
capital of temples and palaces was transformed into a landscape of factories and chimneys,
and people rode simple steel bicycles or diesel-belching buses through the windy old streets.
This was my initial impression of this capital city.

WEBELFMERF, KATUBRIFZIFENKRE: &HiE. 5%, Fh. BMFNE
HEMR T —BEORANEYE, RYEXLNEBRSH EMRK. XRERHPELFEFRETH
BEEFENSER, BEPEAGMNLEED.

Leafing through old photo albums, | can still sense the taste unique to old Beijing. Its
streets, walls, temples, gardens and alleys were part of a carefully woven tapestry that
reflected the constellations above and geomantic forces below. It epitomized the political-
religious system that ran traditional China for millennia. It was Chinese belief incarnate.

AEERATAAMERE TR, EHARGNEE. KBNS ERFHARERED
MR BE/\TFRETHNEFNENIRMEH=TINEFEEFL, BRMNIBERRR/LF
HEBR. BFZELRXIMEHHNA—R, RAKREBL, BEIERNXLEEX%ET. BER
EILEF, RAEERE: IERMXHIFREHET, MEAHTNRESZEE, UABBFRINHAS
AEAE. HRNXEKERFTHRENXL, BNATHED.

Sadly, its great city walls and many of its temples and distinctive alleys, or hutong, were
destroyed to make way for aggressive industrialization. The 1980s brought economic reforms
and unregulated real estate development, which wiped

> out almost all of the rest of the old town. Like many people
who have fallen in love with this city, | was disheartened
and felt Beijing's culture was lost. But in recent years |
have come to realize that Beijing’s culture is not dead; it is
being reborn in odd corners of the city and in unexpected

ways. It is not the same as the past, but vibrant still.
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7 ~_ ATour of Beijing’s Hutongs

2008 F L REFRIZEMHEMN “BiZRN" , BEHERMERER, ANNHIZIZHFT.
B2015F LR MB022FF R T MMXE, EITRIFE1 000Z T8 B F T, ZH1520195 2 /K
FHERAER EREITHNYIGHZ — FALSPERMEEMINAINTAL, LB FERRE
fegi. XERTRAMERHBRONFTRBFAE, ERERETERE, BB LHIHEEF
TREBAER, EXLEFDLEENEHRENESNER, H—ELAROREILENTRIL, BZ
ZAERKFANKE.

It seems like only yesterday that Beijing had its “coming out” party—the 2008 Summer
Olympics. Since the city won its bid to host the 2022 Winter Games in 2015, it has planned a
RMB100 billion airport that is expected to be among the busiest in the world when it opens in
2019. And yet compared with China's other vertical megacities, Beijing is still a traditionalist at
heart. The city may have fantastic new monuments, but to truly sense the unique taste of old
Beijing, one has to delve into the remaining hutong neighborhoods, which are traditional alleyways

lined with courtyard homes, and smell the sweet potatoes roasting on coal fires in the winter.

EMEMEMZHME SRR REFNLERL . FEHERFITIRITAI LR R LAET
IR, BEHESURNEEBIABLAYIER. EXEFHNER. ITERBETITHEL, BV —
NEFHNER, EREDSUCER —ERWE, NSERILRBFARE. ZRALRNBFZ—. IEHZA
ERWESSRENR, FREOTEEWYR. ERENAEZER, BANAFE1ESHRNFBIRF
Xo AOAMEFEMNREN, (IMEREEH, EMEHBRALNBE, & EPFERIKERME.

The traditional hutongs around the Lama Temple are a fantastic place to soak up
Beijing's street life. In the new Beijing of star-architect towers, the Lama Temple stands as
a reminder of a less material and more spiritual time. Built as a prince's home in the 17th
century, the complex was gradually transformed into a lamasery and is today one of the
most active—and colorful—Buddhist temples in the city. Beijingers pray amid pine trees with
burning joss sticks held aloft and shopping bags
slung over wrists. Monks offer quiet blessings
of beads brought by visitors in hidden corners.
| Outside the lovely gingko-lined entrance are
shops crammed with Buddhist trinkets and
incense, with the sounds of Tibetan music floating

down the street.
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FEREERFERAPFRITMIEIERTHFEMLR, NRERFZERNEFR®. BAEER
ST NEPRE, BREFKNTEFBRT, REAZETMENNZE. TRAADERER
MEDHEE, BENMEXRSNHAREFRERE T RARIMNE.

While many of Beijing's hutongs have been demolished over the years, others have been
leveled and replaced with prettified versions of their former selves, turning neighborhoods
into theme parks. The Dashilar neighborhood, one of the oldest in Beijing, is following a
different path, with architects and designers leading a more sustainable gentrification process
to try to retain the fabric of the community. Avoid overly gentrified Nanluoguxiang, a crowded
strip of T-shirt and snack shops, and head instead to the maze of more original alleys around

quieter Baochao Hutong to the west.
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[TRAM7SZARMRIRERZARMN AL, A, MEIETENFILELE, XEEEH
TRZLE2ME. REFBREMMEIE, 0ETBEBM—LEX k. BRERITEARNBETRBAR,
FpGSESNE, BRAFPLLIWNBX, BEF-EREZHARED, BEAFES—F. &
BEEEENES FSSBEZRP LT . ZHOMTF—MIMUERIBAASNRERELZAN, B
THEE 1ML NEEERER, XEREMNERBERRTFENREFTENUIN—M@E.

The sprawling 798 Art District is still the hub of Beijing's contemporary art scene, although
the last decade has brought commercialization in the way of souvenir shops, boutiques and
cafés, distracting from the galleries. To beat the crowd on weekends, you might as well head
farther afield—literally in the dusty suburbs beyond the Fifth Ring Road—to check out some
equally rewarding but less-crowded exhibition spaces. Top on the recommendation list is SS
Photography Art Center. Set in a stark, gray brick and concrete building with an unassuming
facade, it is said to be the first gallery in China devoted to photography. Works on display here

tend to explore the grittier side of modern Chinese life.

MREARTERER I ED X ZZHENIE, PHATUEILRTR FRREEETE S L XA
BRIVANMSGITAR . AASELAYRERNERFMLFILRTHONNE. BENFH S’
NMXEEHEETREE—E, T, X2ELEEHAXRSHNBENSEEM®E UL ARTE
R, BRAREEERFENBERT. X, BITAXR, BEFNEHRNE, BEERHEZ. |
R, EPAEBERLERPFERMB T HEN KB, BE2RATURTAE, FERREAH
MM NL E8S, —RILMTREARES.

If you don’t want to take the trouble going to the tranquil suburbs on the weekend, you can
still spend quality time in some soothing and informative places that downtown Beijing can offer.
Locals would routinely propose to newcomers the Forbidden City, the former imperial palace
at the center of Beijing. Admittedly, the compound is unparalleled in China in terms of histcrical
status and cultural richness, but it can feel overwhelming with its
sheer number of courtyards and rooms, not to mention the pushy
tourists. As such, you might as well go for a hike in the Summer
Palace, the imperial family’s former country escape, which is a
far more peaceful weekend getaway. Yes, the park gets its fair
share of noisy tour groups and Jazzercising grannies, but you can
choose to ditch the crowds by hiking the pine-shaded hill behind

the palace and taking in the captivating view of the lake below.
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