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This, the largest family of Odonata is distributed worldwide with over a thousand
species in 142 genera. Over 140 species in 42 genera are currently known from China.
Their body size is variable, some of them are among the smallest of anisopterous
dragonflies, e. g. Nannophya pygmaea, others are large, e. g. Zygonyx iris, but most
species are medium-sized. The majority of species possess brilliant colours and the shape
of the body widely varies. They are among the most recognizable dragonflies of the order.
Most species can be identified in the field by their unique color patterns, some species are
similar and must be identified by morphology of the male anal appendages, hamulus and
female vulvar lamina.

Libellulids frequently occur at standing water habitats including marshes, swamps and
ponds with plenty of aquatic plants. A few species are found along streams and rivers.
Males often exhibit territorial behavior by perching close to water's margin and darting out
when confronting an intruder and returning to its perch, some species can hover for long
periods. Females are less frequently seen and only approach the water to lay eggs.
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DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES OF CHINA

HERE S B Genus Acisoma Rambur, 1842
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Asia and Africa. One species is recorded from China,

common and widespread. Species of the genus are
small-sized, abdomen is strongly inflated basally. Wings hyaline with pale and long pterostigma, arc between antenodals
1 and 2, the distal antenodal incomplete, discoidal field with 1-2 rows of cells basally, cubital space with one crossvein,
anal loop boot-shaped, base of triangle in hind wing at the level of arc.

Acisoma species inhabit standing water habitats, including marshes and ponds, the adults usually perch in the grass.
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$BREWE Acisoma panorpoides Rambur, 1842
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[Identification] Male eyes blue, face bluish white. Thorax bluish white with fine black stripes, wings hyaline.
Abdomen with basal half inflated, basal seven segments bluish white with black markings, distal three segments black.
Female eyes green, body yellow with black markings. [Measurements] Total length 25-28 mm, abdomen 16-18 mm,
hind wing 19-20 mm. [Habitat] Marshes, ponds and paddy fields below 2500 m elevation. [Distribution] Widespread
in the south of China; Widespread in Asia. [Flight Season] Throughout the year.
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558 Genus Aethriamanta Kirby, 1889
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The genus contains six species, mainly distributed in tropical Asia and Africa. Three species are recorded from

China, only found in lowland wetlands of Yunnan. Species of the genus are small-sized. Males are colorful, red or
pruinosed with bluish white whereas. Females are yellowish brown. Wings largely hyaline but hind wing bases with dark
spots, venation sparse, antenodals in small number, arc between antenodals 1 and 2, discoidal field with 1-2 rows of cells
basally, cubital space with one crossvein, anal loop boot-shaped.

Aethriamanta species inhabit well vegetated wetlands and are common inhabitants of ponds containing water
hyacinth. Males usually perch on tips of emergent leaves of hyacinth, and sometimes leave their perch and hover.
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BE R Aethriamanta aethra Ris, 1912
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[Identification] Male with blue pruinosity throughout. Eyes blackish brown, face metallic bluish black. Hind
wing bases with large blackish brown markings. Abdomen with blue pruinosity on S1-S6, S7-S10 black. Female mainly
brown. Thorax black with yellowish brown markings. Abdomen black with yellowish brown spots. [Measurements]
Total length 26-31 mm, abdomen 16-19 mm, hind wing 22-24 mm. [Habitat] Ponds with water hyacinth below 500 m
elevation. [Distribution] Yunnan (Dehong); Cambodia, Indonesia, Peninsular Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam.
[Flight Season] March to December.
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STRE W5 Aethriamanta brevipennis (Rambur, 1842)
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[Identification] Male eyes blackish brown, face metallic bluish black. Thorax black dorsally and yellowish brown
laterally, legs black with a small red spot on tip of hind femora, hind wing bases with reddish brown markings. Abdomen
red and depressed. Female largely yellowish brown. Legs black with a small yellow spot on tip of hind femora. Abdomen
yellow with black stripes. [Measurements] Total length 27-29 mm, abdomen 16-19 mm, hind wing 24-25 mm.
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[Habitat] Ponds with water hyacinth below 500 m elevation. [Distribution] Yunnan (Dehong), Guangdong, Hong
Kong; Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Peninsular Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia.
[Flight Season] March to December.
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e U5 Aethriamanta gracilis (Brauer, 1878)
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[Identification] Male eyes brown, face yellowish brown, frons metallic black. Thorax with bluish white pruinosity,
wings hyaline, hind wing bases with amber tint. Abdomen with bluish white pruinosity on S1-S6, S7-S10 dark blue to
black. Female thorax bluish black with yellowish brown markings. Abdomen bluish black. [Measurements] Total
length 26-28 mm, abdomen 16-18 mm, hind wing 23-24 mm. [Habitat] Wetlands with copious amounts of emergent
vegetation below 500 m elevation. [Distribution] Yunnan (Xishuangbanna, Dehong); Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand, Laos, Philippines. [Flight Season] April to October.
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g‘]ﬂﬁﬁ Genus Agrionoptera Brauer, 1864
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The genus contains six species distributed throughout tropical Asia and Oceania. Two subspecies are known from
Yunnan and Taiwan, China. Species of the genus are small to medium sized dragonflies. Wings hyaline and narrow, but
hind wing bases not broad, pterostigma long, antenodals abundant, arc between antenodals 2 and 3, the anterior margin
of triangle short in fore wings, cubital space with one crossvein, discoidal field with 2-3 rows of cells, ananl loop
sack-shaped.

Agrionoptera species inhabit ponds in dense forests. Territorial male perch on plants near water. Agrionoptera
insignis, the only species in China, is similar to Lathrecista asiatica, but their thoracic color pattern is different.
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PIYEIR B IRN Agrionoptera insignis insignis (Rambur, 1842)
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[Identification] Male eyes brown and green, face white, frons with a metallic bluish black spot. Thorax black with
irregular yellow markings, legs black, wings hyaline. Abdomen largely red, S3-S7 with distal black rings, S8-S10 and
anal appendages black. [Measurements] Male total length 37 mm, abdomen 25 mm, hind wing 28 mm. [Habitat]
Ponds in forest below 1000 m elevation. [Distribution] Yunnan (Dehong, Xishuangbanna); Widespread from Southeast
Asia to Oceania. [Flight Season] September to December.
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PR BIF Agrionoptera insignis similis Selys, 1879
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[Identification] Male eyes brown and green,
face white, frons with a metallic bluish black spot.
Thorax black with irregular yellow markings, legs
black, wings hyaline. Abdomen largely red, S1-S7 red,
S8-S10 and anal appendages black. The subspecies
differs from the nominate subspecies by the shape of
thoracic yellow markings and S3-S7 without black rings.
[Measurementis] Male total length 42 mm, abdomen

23 mm, hind wing 31 mm. [Habitat] Ponds in forest

below 500 m elevation. [Distribution] Taiwan of China;
Tropical islands from Philippines to Solomon islands. [Egivg ey nlZ sl =
[Flight Season] May to October. : ‘

ZEsR Genus Amphithemis Selys, 1891
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The genus contains three species distributed in
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tropical Asia. Two species are known from China,
recorded from the west and south of Yunnan. Species
of the genus are small-sized dragonflies. Wings hyaline and narrow, hind wing bases not clearly broad, pterostigma
long, antenodals abundant, arc between antenodals 2 and 3, the anterior margin of triangle short in fore wings,

cubital space with one crossvein, discoidal field with two rows of cells, anal loop sack-shaped.

Amphithemis species inhabit well vegetated ponds in forests. Territorial males perch on plants near water.

SRYE Amphithemis curvistyla Selys, 1891
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[Identification] Male eyes blackish brown, face white, frons with a metallic bluish black spot. Thorax yellowish

spots, S9-S10 and anal
appendages black. Female polymorphic, the yellow morph with yellow abdomen and broad black stripes. The red morph

brown, antehumeral stripes broad and black, wings hyaline. S1-S8 red, S3-S8 with distal black

similar to male. [Measurements] Male total length 31-32 mm, abdomen 21-22 mm, hind wing 24-25 mm. [Habitat]

Wetlands with plenty emerging plants below 1500 m elevation. [Distribution] Yunnan (Xishuangbanna); Myanmar,
Thailand, Vietnam. [Flight Season] September to December.
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