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Abstract

Openness and transparency are the basic characteristics ofa law-based
government. Promoting openness of government affairs in an all-round way and
running public power in the sunshine are of great significance to the develop-
ment of socialist democratic politics, the enhancement of the ability of state
governance , the enhancement of the executive power of government’s credibili-
ty, and the protection of the people’s right to know, participate, express and
supervise. 2018 is the 10th anniversary of the implementation of the Regula-
tions on Government Information Disclosure. To systematically summarize the a-
chievements made, experiences gained and problems encountered by China in
the development of the openness of government affairs, Annual Report on Gov-
ernment Transparency of China (2018 ) takes qualitative study as the main
method , bases itself on frontline practices and experiences, and uses first-hand
data and materials to review and analyze the work of the openness of govern-
ment affairs in the whole country in 2018. This book consists of the following
five parts: General Report, Local Practice of Openness, Optimizing Govern-
ment Services through Openness, Safeguarding the People’s Livelihood through
Openness, Regulating the Exercise of Power through Openness, and Pilot
Works on Grassroots Openness.

based on the situation in the whole country, the General Report adheres to
the result-orientation, adopts the public perspective, and assesses and summa-
rizes the work of openness of government affairs carried out by various depart-

ments under the State Council and local governments at various levels with re-
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spect to decision-making, law enforcement and its results, policy interpreta-

tion, response to public concerns and disclosure of government information up-
on application. The assessment shows that, in 2018, the scope of openness of
government affairs has been continuously expanded, the disclosure of informa-
tion about government services gradually refined, policy interpretation and in-
formation release become more standardized and convenient for the people, and
the role played by the openness of government affairs in safeguarding and im-
proving the people’s livelihood, enhancing governance capacity and promoting
administration by law becomes more and more prominent. Meanwhile, this
book also analyzes the problems existing in the work of openness of government
affairs carried out by various assessment targets, looks at the prospect of the
work of openness of government affairs in 2019, and puts forward correspond-
ing countermeasure suggestions.

This book reviews, analyzes, and summarizes the innovative measures
taken, experiences gained and problems faced by some selected representative
provinces, cities and counties in the work of openness of local government af-
fairs in fields that are closely related to economic and social development and to
the vital interests of the people and thus have aroused great social concerns,
such as pre-disclosure of major decision-making, policy interpretation, optimi-
zation of business environment, and education, and conducts special studies on
the standardization of the openness of government affairs, on which the various
departments under the State Council and local governments at various levels
have already carried out some active pilot work and explorations, so as to pro-
vide some useful samples that can be taken as reference in the work of open-

ness of government affairs in the whole country.
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