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Language is the soul of intellect, and reading is the essential process by which that
intellect is cultivated beyond the commonplace experiences of everyday life.
— Charles Scribner, Jr. (American publisher)

Language shapes the way we think, and determines what we can think about.
— Benjamin Lee Whorf (American linguist)




Preview Section A

Pre-reading activities

earning English is never easy - E} Listen to a talk about an English learner’s

but always rewarding! Sometimes learning experience and fill in the blank in each
the detailed work of understanding sentence based on what you hear.

grammar and building vocabulary can 1 Michal started learning English by
seem too time-consuming or even
overwhelming, but learning can happen

2 Michal feels delighted and proud when he

dramatically with different strategies. listens to the Beatles because he

While an effective language teacher

can maximize students’ learning in
an extremely fun way, motivated and 3 Besides listening to English songs, Michal also
committed learners can always enjoy

what they are learning. Listening to the

1 " | " - '
tathiers. Twnoalftovardhisson oyl 4 Michal made a great breakthrough in learning

feel grammar is such a useful vehicle that
g the English language after

drives you all the way to the language

destination. Malcolm X’s unique way ‘
of learning English, on the other hand, 5 According to Michal, English learning brings him

enables you to understand why he said

he had never been so truly free in his life

as when he was in prison. So, studying Listen to the talk again and answer the

with a curious mind and a “can do” following questions.

attitude will make all the difference. 1 Do you think the way that Michal used to

What study plans will you make for your learn English is effective? Why or why not?

future success in learning English? 2 Is there any breakthrough in your experience
of learning English? Please share it with your
classmates.

3 In your opinion, what is the most effective

way to learn English?

2 New Horizon College English sl ReIel!



Text A

W

An
IMPRESSIVE

English lesson

If I am the only parent who still corrects his child’s English, then perhaps my son

is right. To him, I am a tedious oddity: a father he is obliged to listen to and a man
absorbed in the rules of grammar, which my son seems allergic to.

I think I got serious about this only recently when I ran into one of my former students,

fresh from an excursion to Europe. “How was it?” 1 asked, full of earnest anticipation.

She nodded three or four times, searched the heavens for the right words, and then

exclaimed, “It was, like, whoa!”
And that was it. The civilization of Greece and the glory of Roman architecture were
captured in a condensed non-statement. My student’s “whoa!” was exceeded only by

my head-shaking distress.

There are many different stories about the downturn in the proper use of English.
Surely students should be able to distinguish between their / there / they’re or the

AR T e [ WX N T
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10

distinctive difference between complimentary and complementary. They unfairly bear
the bulk of the criticism for these knowledge deficits because there is a sense that they
should know better.

Students are not dumb, but they are being misled everywhere they look and listen. For
example, signs in grocery stores point them to the stationary, even though the actual
stationery items — pads, albums and notebooks - are not nailed down. Friends and
loved ones often proclaim they’ve just ate when, in fact, they’ve just eaten. Therefore,
it doesn’t make any sense to criticize our students.

Blame for the scandal of this language deficit should be thrust upon our schools,
which should be setting high standards of English language proficiency. Instead,
they only teach a little grammar and even less advanced vocabulary. Moreover, the
younger teachers themselves evidently have little knowledge of these vital structures of
language because they also went without exposure to them. Schools fail to adequately
teach the essential framework of language, accurate grammar and proper vocabulary,
while they should take the responsibility of pushing the young onto the path of
competent communication.

Since grammar is boring to most of the young students, I think that it must be handled
delicately, step by step. The chance came when one day I was driving with my son.
As we set out on our trip, he noticed a bird in jerky flight and said, “It’s flying so
unsteady.” I carefully asked, “My son, how is the bird flying?” “What’s wrong? Did I say
anything incorrectly?” He got lost. “Great! You said incorrectly instead of incorrect. We
use adverbs to describe verbs. Therefore, it’s flying so unsteadily but not so unsteady.”

Curious about my correction, he asked me what an adverb was. Slowly, I said, “It’s a
word that tells you something about a verb.” It led to his asking me what a verb was. I
explained, “Verbs are action words; for example, Dad drives the truck. Drive is the verb
because it’s the thing Dad is doing.”

He became attracted to the idea of action words, so we listed a few more: fly, swim, dive,
run. Then, out of his own curiosity, he asked me if other words had names for their use
and functions. This led to a discussion of nouns, adjectives, and articles. Within the
span of a 10-minute drive, he had learned from scratch to the major parts of speech in

a sentence. It was painless learning and great fun!

Perhaps, language should be looked upon as a road map and a valuable possession:
often study the road map (check grammar) and tune up the car engine (adjust
vocabulary). Learning grammar and a good vocabulary is just like driving with a road
map in a well-conditioned car.

The road map provides the framework and guidance you need for your trip, but it

won't tell you exactly what trees or flowers you will see, what kind of people you will

New Horizon College English III{s B [iife])!



encounter, or what types of feelings you will be experiencing on your journey. Here, the vocabulary
makes the journey’s true colors come alive! A good vocabulary enables you to enjoy whatever you see
as you drive along. Equipped with grammar and a good vocabulary, you have flexibility and excellent
control. While the road map guides your journey to your destination, an excellent vehicle helps you to
fully enjoy all of the sights, sounds and experiences along the way.

Effective, precise, and beneficial communication depends upon grammar and a good vocabulary, the two
essential assets for students, but they are not being taught in schools.

Just this morning, my son and I were eating breakfast when I attempted to add milk to my tea. “Dad,”
he said, “If I were you, I wouldn’t do that. It’s sour.”

15 “Oh my!” I said, swelling with pride toward my son, “That’s a grammatically perfect sentence. You used
were instead of was.”
16 “I know, I know,” he said with a long agreeable sigh. “It’s the subjunctive mood.”
17T was, like, whoa!
(815 words)
New words N
tedious /'tjzdias/ a. boring and continuing for too long TUHZ W
oblige /ablaidsz/ vt. (usu. passive) make sb. feel that it is necessary to do sth. iifii; #FHif L%
absorbed /ab'zo1bd/ a. so interested or involved in sth. that you do not notice anything else #%/z
PORREY; 2R TTER; TN
allergic /a'13:dz1k/ a. 1 (be~ to sth.) (infml.) if you are allergic to sth., you do not like it and
try to avoid it AERFEF,; FRBFRE
2 having an allergy i3
excursion /ik'ska:[n/ n. [C] a short journey you take for pleasure #i&iHi{7; T2
earnest /'3:nist/ a. very serious and sincere JEHINER); FHEHIEH
exclaim /1k'sklerm/ v. say sth. suddenly and loudly because of surprise, anger, or excitement
(H T, SBEaHsh ) W, 50y
whoa /wau/ interj. said to show that you are surprised or that you think sth. is impressive
e, wE ( FREEOA B L AT )
civilization /,srvalar'zerfn/ n. [C, U] a society that is well organized and developed, used esp. about a
particular society in a particular place or at a particular time 3CH (#£:45)
architecture /'azk1 tekt fo/ n. [U]1 the style and design of a building or buildings #H X% ; @I

-

2 the art and practice of planning and designing buildings #3%
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