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Dear Professor Michael Halliday,
Dear Professor Guowen Huang, Chairman of ISFC,
Distinguished guests, scholars and participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On this great occasion of the opening of the 40th ISFC, together with the launch
of Sun Yat-sen University’s Michael Halliday Library and the publication of the journal
Functional Linguistics, you can’t imagine how excited I am, especially to come to this
campus where Halliday had been studying about 60 years ago. And now with all these
activities | witness the return of Michael Halliday to this campus.

First, I will talk about my participation in ISFC’s congresses. I had chances to
attend the 14th ISFC held in Sydney in 1987, the 16th ISFC held in Helsinki in 1988,
the 20th ISFC held in Victoria Canada in 1993, and the 26th ISFC held in Singapore
in 1999.

So far as China is concerned, I was honored to host the 22nd ISFC held at Peking
University in 1995, to cooperate with Professor Fang Yan to sponsor the 36th ISFC
with held at Tsinghua University in 2009, and now attend the 40th ISFC sponsored
by Professor Huang Guowen in Sun Yat-sen University. I sincerely hope when China
is luckily enough to sponsor the conference several years later, I would be still healthy
enough to follow the step of Professor Halliday and be present to meet all of you again.

At this point, I can’t help mentioning that I am here with my teacher Prof.
Halliday again this morning. It is Michael who brought me to this big family of ISFC.
I still remember when I first talked to Michael Halliday in his office in January 1979, 1
told him friendly and naively that I planned to do Chomsky’s TG Grammar. Michael
answered me frankly that he did not know much about it. I simply knew nothing

about the academic confrontation between the two approaches! Then I said I wanted
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to do London School. At that time, I also had no knowledge about the historic and
theoretical connection among London School, Neo-Firthian Linguistics and Systemic
Functional Linguistics. After all these were turned down, I started to do Systemic
Functional Linguistics.

Anyway, I have witnessed the development of Systemic Functional Linguistics since
then. Today, Michael would be happy to find that, apart from his work, the systemicists
in China are also quite familiar with Hasan’s generic structure potential, Fawcett’s Cardiff
School, Martin’s Sydney School, Matthiessen’s Cartography and other contributions
made by systemicists in Australia, Britain, Canada, the United States and elsewhere.
Today Systemic Functional Linguistics research has developed in various directions and
made contributions to various fields from the end of last century to the present day.

Now, allow me to skip over the well-known concepts of transitivity, the three
metafunctions, contexts and texts, etc. I would like to mention some new developments
in SFL. Halliday remarked as early as 1973 “the internal organization of language is
not arbitrary but embodies a positive reflection of the functions that the language has
evolved to serve in the life of social man.” This helps us understand that it is Michael
who has on the one hand realized Saussure’s founding insights: that semiotics is “the
science of the life of science in society”, and, on the other hand, further remarked
creatively that meanings and semiotics are shaped by the relations of power. Following
Halliday’s unyielding work, we now have social semiotics by Robert Hodge, Gunther
Kress, van Leuween and others as well. At the turn of the new century, we have been
amazed by the work done by Jay Lemke, Paul Thibault and others that we have begun
to see the study of meaning from social ecological perspective, the system of which
conveys not only the traditional link between concept and sound image, but also the
role of social man, object, context, time, culture, etc. in reflecting the world from
various perspectives. This finally leads to the development of social ecological semiotics
today.

In the development of text linguistics and discourse analysis, it was Fowler,
Hodge and Fairclough who managed to apply Michael’s views in appraisal theory and
critical discourse analysis at the ideological level. This has pushed forward the work of
discourse analysis, text linguistics, varieties of language, stylistics, etc. Here, I would
mention the work of James Martin on PDA (1999, 2004). As emphasized by Martin,
in communication, we should also learn how to use language properly to get problems
solved in our life and live harmoniously.

Linguistics, although a branch of semiotics, dominated the semiotic scholarship
in the last century, as represented by structuralism, generativism, functionalism,
and cognitivism. Today we have come to see that meaning can be communicated by

multiple modes, such as sound, image, picture, touch, smell, etc., and now we have




