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When the People’s Republic of China was
founded on October 1, 1949, there were only
30 plus research institutes natonwide, with no
more than 50, 000 scientific and technological

personnel.

The Chinese Academy of Sciences was
founded in November 1949 as a principal gov-
ernment-backed research institute. In the next
few years, a couple of science and technology
institutions were_successively established, like
the China Association for Science and Tech-
nology, the China Meteorological Administra-
tion and the Ministry of Geology.

Inspired by the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China, a large number of patriotic
Chinese scholars abroad were keen to return

home for the service of the motherland.

In 1950, the renowned mathematician Hua
Luogeng, who was then teaching at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, relinquished his title as a
tenured professor and returned to China, de-
spite having settled comfortably in the United
States.

In 1955, Professor Qian Xuesen then teaching
at the California Institute of Technology over-

came numerous obstacles and finally returned
to China.

By 1957, more than 3,000 overseas Chinese
scholars had come home. A majority of them
later became founders or pioneers of China’s

scientific and technological development.



