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Abstract

In a manner of anti-tradition, Chinese New Poetry appeared in the
field of the New Literature and strengthened its anti—tradition standpoint
constantly. From“May Fourth”to the 1920s, it rejected classicism; in the
1930s, it rejected romanticism. Moreover, both the Left Wing and the
Modernism Poetry declined romanticism simultaneously. Though one-sided and
radical, such a revolutionary rejection of tradition helped the establish-
ment of the modernity of Chinese New Poetry. In this sense, it was ac-
ceptable. However, this anti-traditional trend was not tenable for it’s
harmful in the terms of New Literature and New Poetry. Accordingly, as
the Revolution of New Literature and New Poetry accomplished, soon to
come was a new era of construction, in which learning and transforming
tradition was necessary and inevitable,

In the task of balancing tradition and modern, the Southern Academy
Poet Group was conscientious and successful. Poets there were active in
the 1930s and 1940s,among whom, Wang Mingzhu, Chang Renxia, Shen
Zufen and Sun Wang were typical. They also gained supports from Li
Baifeng, Lv Lianggeng, Hou Ruhua, Lin Yinggiang and some other poet
mates and fellows. They started the Saturn Pen Club, Poetry Battlefront
Society, China Poetic Art Society and Poetry Spark Society successively,
founded publications Poetry Sail , Poetry Battle front s China Poetic Art
and Poetry Spark correspondingly. It is proven that the Southern Acade-
my Poet Group contributed to correct the defects, of which the tradition
was belittled while modernism over-stressed, as well as to defuse the ten-
sion between them two, which thereby reconciled the Chinese New Poetry
with the classical and romantic poetic tradition, coordinated the develop-
ment of succession and innovation, and sequentially, combined the poets’

artistry and their social concern.
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This dissertation is focused on the Southern Academy Poet Group.
Chapter One introduces the situation and issues of the poetry in the 1930s,
and describes the background of the Group’s rise. Chapter Two introduces
the development of the Group. Chapters from Three to Seven are poets’
case studies: Wang's work shows his attitude to the modern civilization by
transforming the aesthetic observation to the cultural introspection, also
indicates his artistic endeavors, from the adoption of both western sym-
bolism and late Tang Dynasty poetry, to the homage to traditional Chinese
poets such as Qu Yuan, Du.Fu and Bai Juyi; Chang devotes himself to mix
together the Chinese tradition and Western modernism, and his love and
eroticism poems promote the Chinese love poem tradition of“Pleasant but
Not Obscene” to the openly and innocent state which is truly modern;
Shen has mastery of both classical poetic and modern sensitivity, and the
inheritance and transcendence of“Tender and Gentle”is the most signifi-
cant part of her poems; Sun has done much for organizing poetry society,
editing periodical and books, with the later, in particular, showing his
understanding of the tradition of Chinese New Poetry and his expectations
of its tendency; Cheng, Li and other poets, each has his or her own char-
acteristics as well, Chapter Eight tentatively concludes the pursuit of the
Neoclassicism of the Southern Academy Poet Group and its contribution to

the history of Chinese Modern Poetry.

Key words: Southern Academy Poet Group; Neoclassicism; Wang

Mingzhu; Chang Renxia; Shen Zufen



