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Global Vision, Patriotism, Innovation and Walking with the
Good

Wang Ronghua, President of Shanghai Institute of Visual Arts

June 2016 is undoubtedly the most solemn and important month for Shanghai
Institute of Visual Arts this year. It is in this month that the graduates of
2016 completed their university studies. They are about to embark on a new
journey. In the past four years, they struggled for their dreams, realized and
even transcended their dreams. As "God rewards those who work hard", this
collection of the best graduation works of the graduates of this year shows
concisely and prominently the essence and the fruits of their four years’

studies.

At this moment, as the president of the institute, a senior teacher and educator,

| would like to give the graduates four pieces of advice:
Firstly, you should have a global vision and an international perspective.

The present world and the present times are characterized by globalization. In
this era and in this world, the integration and communication with the rest of
the world have become an inevitable trend. As a member of the "global village",
we should adapt to the trend and treat, consider and deal with problems from
a globalized and international perspective. | believe that most of the graduates
from a school of art and design will undertake a job in this field. The essence
of the art and design is the creativeness and the innovation which come from
the understandings of the trends of the international politics, society, economy,
culture and arts. They also come from the understandings of the ecological
environment with which the humankind is confronted and of the intercultural
artistic language. All these require us to think from a global perspective. Only

by doing so can we create works with deeper insights and artistic implications.
Secondly, you should be patriotic and have a real love for arts.

The patriotism is the love that one manifests for his country and people and
the ideals that one have concerning the prosperity of the country and the
happiness of the people. It is a high sense of identity, belonging, responsibility
and mission, a deep cultural and psychological code. Mencius once said, "The

world is based on the countries. The countries are based on the families. And



the families on individuals." Families are the basis of the country, which is the
extension of families. In the mind of the Chinese people, the country and the

families, the society and the individuals, they are all inseparable.

Patriotism is manifested in the details of our actions. When interpreting the
“Chinese dream”, President Xi came up with a very incisive remark, “Only when
the country and the nation are good can we all be good.” It means that only the
national rejuvenation and the prosperity of the country can bring happiness to
every individual. Only by integrating the professional career with the national
rejuvenation, the individual ambitions and ideals with the development of the
country, patriotism with the pursuit of our lives can we stand higher, look farther

and think more deeply.

As to the “real love for arts”, it is necessary to treat well the relationship
between shu K, gi 2, qging &, yi B and dao 1& . Shu refers to the basic
skills and methods; g/, the tools and the mastery of the tools; ging, emotions
and sentiments; y/, the ideas, conceptions, creations, meanings, the reason
and intentions; dao, the philosophy and values which refers to the outlook
on life and on the world. The Chinese philosophy holds that the world is
equally shared by all and that the harmony and cooperation should prevail;
the philosophy of doing business holds that we should be honest and should
never commit accounting frauds; the philosophy of universities is based on the
cultivation of students; the philosophy of arts is to pursue the true, the good
and the beautiful. Our sentiments are valuable because they are real. When
they are real, they are touching. You should not cheat for your entire life. Only
by devoting totally to the creation and by having real emotions can the works
be really touching. Our students should change your ideas of “emphasizing the
reason and belittling the sentiments”. You should have deep feelings for the
beautiful rivers and mountains of our country: the Yangtze River, the Yellow
River, the Mount Kunlun and the Mount Tai, etc. The hearts of the students of

SIVA, where their sentiments originate, are never saline-alkali soils.
Thirdly, you should have the courage to innovate and never give up.

The cultural and creative industries develop constantly and continue to surpass
other industries. This shows the vitality of the industries. We should be good at
discovering problems. We should also have wide interests and break away from
conventions. The distinguishing feature of our works is our treasure. It is the

quality, the life and the competitiveness.



Obviously, our attempts of innovation do not always end with success. We can
meet with setbacks and failures. However, the smallest difference between
people is the 1Q and the biggest difference is the perseverance, which is the
source of success. Therefore, when we are faced with difficulties, setbacks and
the nadir of our life, we need perseverance and dreams. We should never give

up and lose our confidence.

Finally, you should cultivate your moral character and always walk with the

good.

Cultivating your moral character means being an upright person. “The moral
integrity is the basis of a man. When we cultivate people, we should cultivate
their moral integrity.” Every student of SIVA should bear in mind that you
should be honest, kind, grateful and tolerant and that you should assume
responsibilities. The positive meanings and the modern values of the “good”
in the traditional Chinese culture can be summarized in two points. First, the
spirits. For instance, the sense of crisis and the patriotism as “everyone is
responsible for his country”; the spirit of harmony and integrity; the spirit of
tolerance as “the superior man with a breadth of character carries the outer
world”. Second, the “culture of the good” which holds that the good always
suppresses the evil. In the Zhuangzi, we read the following sentence, “The
emperors are not necessarily noble; the poor ordinary men are not necessarily
lowly; the difference between nobleness and lowliness lies in the good or evil
actions.” We should pay special attention to the cultivation of our character
and morals to have the spirit of benevolence. | hope that you will cultivate your
moral integrity and that you will always walk with the good. This will be the
priceless treasure that benefits you and follows you during your entire life. The
graduates of SIVA should be different and begin to walk with the good when
they are still young. Walk with the good, you walk further; unit with the good,
you shoulder heavy responsibilities; dance with the good, your dreams will be

beautiful.

On June 28th, 2016
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Nongkuhao
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Nongkuhao
Zhiyuan Liu
Oil on canvas ,150%200 cm

Instructor: Xin Han

The original intention of the painting is to express
myself. In fact, it represents a true picture of the
inner world of many young people today: the noisy
environment, the bustling cities, all look fabulous, yet
far away from us, vacant and with barriers. Therefore,

confusion and anxiety are still with us.






