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. Lesson One ,

TEXT A Sweet Potato Plot e
PHONETICS 1. Incomplete Plosion (§§4 — 7)
2. Review of Sounds — [u], [il,- [e], [], [ei], [ai];
i ' [s], [2] v
GRAMMAR Basic Uses of the Definite a.nd Indeﬁmte Articles
(09) (§128 §133-136) ;
- WORD STUDY pass, surround, leave, hurry, wo:r%;"<

e

R s <

: a}TEXT
;e‘_ A swnm' "POTATO PLO’I'

_ At the top of the mountam them ‘were thirty of us
comrades. At the foot of the mouné’a.in was a whole bat-
talion of Kuommta.ﬁ?soldwrs, surrmindmg us in a tight -
ring.” We had glven the enemy a hard time. They dared
not come after us, but we could not get away.

'_ Three days passed with no flghtmg It was clear tha.t
~they meant to Starve us out. W({%iived on the little wild-

frmt we could find as there was nothing else on the moun-

.., —————

in late autumn

One evenmg, as we wera@;eamhmg for bemes and
apncots Little Tsai suddenly shouted, “Hey, look what
I’ve found here! Sweet potatoes!” Before we could stop
him, he had rushed on to a potato plot and dug up one.
of the pota.toes

“Don’t touch them!” we called out. “We'll ask the
. political commissar 'whab he thinks about it.” Little Tsai

e



up, lookmg a little ashamed of hlmself for - his -

unge: ad made him forget army dxscxphne :

. There was a heated a.rgument among the ‘cqmrades.
Some said we should eat the potatoes; others thought not.
But before the pohtlcal commissar had a chance to speak,
two of our scouts returned to report that t{he situation
was favourable for a breakthrough. We decxded to " fight
our way out that mght

Three months passed, a-nd we found ourselves back in
a village at the foot of the mountain. It was a cold night,
and every door in the vﬂla.ge was bolted. We were just
preparing to pass the night in the open when an old man
came up to us, a.nd insisted - tha, we should stay in his ~
home. We were a little surp , for thls\was a newly-
liberated area, a.nd ‘we had not expected :
such kindness from the vﬂlage;s : ;

When we entered his house, the old man asked us fo

: Slt down and served'us tea., W@ Were“feelmg inore puzzled

than ever when' he bega.n to explam
4TI tell you a queer story,” he said. “Last autumn
‘a number of soldlers were surrounded by Kuommtang

troops on this mountain.

 up there and I!was Wdrned about it. SeVera.lzu ime:
" tried to go up the l;u]kzde to have a look g:ut sach ti
I was driven back by thre Kuon en. -
“One night there w‘ds the sound of firing. g thought
the. Red Army men had fought their way out, and I was
right. Next mormng the Kuomintang troops .left and I

* hurried up the. mountam to my plot.
: “I found a lot of my potatoes had been dug up. I
,curs‘ed/ Ihy luck and began digging up those that were

10 : e

I had a piot of sweet pOtafOPS 5



