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Discourses on Family, Ethnicity, and State in China:
Theoretical Explorations by East Asian Anthropologists

L

HAN Min

This book is to unite scholars from Japan, China, and Korea in an international collaborative
research project to explore the dynamics of change in concepts of family, ethnicity, and the nation-
state in ‘China since the birth of the People’s Republic of China and its socialist governmental
regime.

In China, concepts of household, family, ethnicity, nation, and state function as frameworks
for generating complex social relationships. Additionally, these have been important elements of
both continuity and discontinuity in Chinese social structure throughout Chinese history. Some of
the concepts are indigenous, molded by the Chinese themselves. Others have been imported and
institutionalized in China. As China has changed from empire to republic and then to a socialist
state, as well as from a primarily agricultural to an industrializing and urbanizing society, the
concepts mentioned above have been construed by multiple social actors responding to diverse
circumstances. In recent years, these concepts and the related systems have been reconstructed as
discourses regulating the social relationships and patterns of behavior in the various contexts of
development, welfare, migration, tourism, and cultural heritage.

We have two aims for this book. One is to review and explore theoretical frameworks about
the concepts and dynamics of family, ethnicity, and state. Another is to concentrate on the issues
of ethnicity, minzu, zuqun, and investigate the formation and functioning of ethnic discourse in the

context of the People’s Republic, urbanization, and cultural industries by case studies.
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