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Preface

The city of Nanjing has a prominent place in Chinese history and culture. It has been well known for its
beautiful mountains and lakes, and for its rich literary and cultural heritage. The strength of culture has proved
to be an inherent driving force for Nanjing’s development. The picture book series “Culture-Rich Nanjing™ aims
at using the paintings to present Nanjing’s historical and cultural characteristics. and thus making Nanjing’s
traditional culture more realistic and accessible. Each volume in the series targets a specific theme, from
literature and art, folk customs, historical facts, to celebrity anecdotes. The series well presents the unique charm
of Nanjing’s historical and cultural landscape. From the perspective of literature, the series vividly introduces
the rich historical heritage and the folk culture of Nanjing that integrates the southern and northern cultures. The
splendid and glorious Nanjing culture and history is clearly reflected throughout the series. The illustrations in
the series guide the readers in reviewing the development of Nanjing’s history and culture, and present to the
readers a rich collection of stories and anecdotes that ever took place in this city.

In the era of graphical interpretation, readers are more used to visually getting information and text only is
no longer satisfactory. The publication of the picture book series “Culture-Rich Nanjing™ is a beneficial attempt
of book innovation and branding. The series features delicate and vivid pictures as well as simple and lively text
in both Chinese and English, which meets diverse readers’ needs. The series strives to make Nanjing’s traditional
culture more amiable, meaningful, understandable and interesting, making each of the volumes a collectible
representative of Nanjing cultural productions while allowing general readers to know more about Nanjing. Here
we would like to take the opportunity to extend our sincere thanks to many experts and scholars who have greatly
supported the compilation of the series. We also expect any suggestions and comments from readers.
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39. Be a Worthy Son—in—Law

40. As if it were Raining Flowers

41. Heaven and Earth

42. Lower Sky in Wuchu, Can See Nothing

43. Putting a bed on another or building a house on top of another
44. Face 1o Face, Weeping at Xinting

45. Passionately Devoled

46. Take in Ten Lines at a Single Glance

47. Beasts and Birds in Human Clothing

48. Return to Hometown in Gorgeous Clothes
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The A1 Pear Steamed
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[Source] A New Account of the Tales of the World, compiled
and edited by Liu Yiging (403-444) during the Liu Song
Dynasty (420-479)

[Interpretation]| To steam high-quality pears, which means
ignorant people don’t know how to properly make good use
of things.
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Nearly 2,000 years ago, during the Han Dynasty (202-220), there was a man called Ai Zhong, who lived in Mo Lin (now
Nanjing). He grew pear trees and his pears were known to be sweet, juicy, tender and crispy. People called his delicious pears
“the Ai Pears”.

DU ERREE (ST ) A— T Pr A, A ERGF AR K, i ELIRIEFT
x, XHEX, ACDBME, 845 “BER .

g eyt ‘

poweNg Jead 1y YL

007



R RSt

BmﬁmNJowumsuww1[

008

o

/&m‘ rei "" l_\= ,
» [ﬂ‘ ‘%@ﬂmww
| ‘ ‘\ 2
{ l' [ "g.( .

The reputation of the Ai Pears spread far and wide, and it even became an honor for the Mo Lin people to cat an Ai Pear.
It turned out that some arty persons found ways to get the Ai Pears, just to show off their wealth and capabilities.
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