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FOREWORD

Architecture is the art of light and space. A space that is plain will become vivid and
affectionate when light is brought in. And light, traceless, untouchable yet glamorous, can be
captured within a space. Photography can also be regarded as the art of light and space. What
is so special about photography is what happens in the four dimensional space and the objects
can be recorded in a piece of two dimensional photo when light passes through the camera.
When an architect holds up his/her camera, the two arts, which are both about light and space
yet have different dimensions, are combined as one. As a result, beauty of architecture
discovered through the camera of an architect is extremely intriguing and highly anticipated.

From the old black-and-white film camera to the digital reflex camera of today, the camera
has always been an important tool and partner of an architect besides paper and pens. It not
only quickly records work such as site visit, construction progress and completed projects, but
also captures unforgettable moments of life. Some say architectural design is not just a job but a
unigue lifestyle. In that sense, photography has become the other indispensable part of the life
of an architect and photography lover besides architecture. With a camera, an architect not only
retains the beauty of architecture but also creates wonderful images.

Hopefully this book would present the beauty of architecture captured by architects of the
South China University of Technology (SCUT) with their cameras and serve as a bridge for
sharing, communicating and learning of architectural photography.

He Jingtang
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