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PREFACE

Hiséory is_the systematic study of human experience; and
no part of human experience is more instructive than that of
modern Europe.

1. The importance of Europe for the world. On the con-
tinent of Europe there is a remarkable concentration of tech-
niecal, eoonomié, and cultural development, unique in all the
earth. Only two cities possess sufficient international impor-
tance to approach the status of world capitals, and they are both
in Eufope: Geneva and London. In Europe are five of the
seven Great Powers; and of these Great Britain, Russia, and
France control half the earth’s surface. In addition, Europe
has a score of secondary nations, some of them leaders in social
attainment. Moreover, progressive countries in other con-
tinents are closely related to European peoples and similar to
them in many ways, or have been much influenced by them.
The story of Europe and its influence comes very near to being
a modern history of the world.

2. The relations of Europe with China. The longest
frontier of China (to the nortk and west) is that of a European
power, Russia; while the southern frontier touches only Furo-
pean colonies. In the foreign settlements and concessions,
and in the islands of the southeast, the Chinese people come
into other direct contacts with European states. More than
half the foreign trade of China is with European countries snd
their possessions. Much of modern knowledge and culture
comes from Evrope to the educational system of China, s
to tho education of all the world. Thus Europe is immediate
importance to China today, to say nothing of its influences
upon the changes in China during the past hundred years.



8. Special values in the historical study of modern Europe.
Furope is the chief ground for ohservation of the actual growth
of modern political and social organization, modern industry,
modern knowledge of all sorts. “In Europe have developed the
Industrial ,Revolution, the mosi successful parlismentary
government, the most successful imperial systems, the greatest
war in history, the chief attempt at world coGperation, the
only communist or partly communist state, the greatest variety
of high intellectual end cultural achievements. Concreto
knowledge of all such developments can best be gained by
study of the conditions in which they occurred, the complex
gociety that made them possible, the stages of growth through
which they passed, the inter-relations of economic and political
and cultural factors which are o often neglected by those who
attend to one factor alone. Modern European history thus
provides its own unique values, at the same time that it
supplies much of the basic material for all the social sciences—
the greatest fund of modern experience in economie, social,
and political activities.

The present book is commended as a step forward in the
quality of textbooks suitable for introductory courses in uni-
versities. It is based upon extensive study; its arrangement
and exposition are clear; it has been developed in successful
teaching experience; its author does not advocate some parti-
cular theory or point of view, but merely tries to know and to
state the factual truth. I expect from such a book a genuine
gervice to Chiness eduecation, in guidance to fuller under-
standing of the present world.

M. 8. Barrs,
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