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Known as “Qian” or “Gui” for short, Guizhou is located in the east of Southwest China,
bordering Hunan in the east, Chongqing and Sichuan in the north, Yunnan in the west and
Guangxi in the south. It is 595 km wide from its west to east, 509 km long from north to south.
With a land area of 176,200 square kilometers, Guizhou accounts for 1.8% of the territory of
China. Guizhou governs 6 prefecture-level cities, including Guiyang, Zunyi, Liupanshui, Anshun,
Bijie and Tongren, 3 autonomous prefectures, namely Qiandongnan, Qinan and Qixinan, and
88 counties (cities, districts and special zones). By the end of 2012, Guizhou has 34.84 million
permanent residents with over half year’s residence, 36.4% of them being urban residents and
63.6% rural residents.
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Bronze Horse and Cart discovered in Wanren, Xingren
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Guizhou has been a place where human beings propagated ever since hundreds of
thousands of years ago, making it one of the birthplaces of ancient Chinese and ancient
Chinese culture. In the Warring States Period, Qin Dynasty and Han Dynasty, Guizhou
was the center of Yelang Kingdom. Guizhou was quoted in ancient books as early as in the
first year of Xuanhe Reign of the Song Dynasty (i.e. in 1119) and the Royal-Chartered
Administrative Department was established in the 11th year of Yongle Reign of the Ming
Dynasty (in 1413) and Guizhou was officially known as a province. During the years
of Xianfeng and Jiaqing Reigns of Qing Dynasty, peoples of Guizhou have committed
several uprisings and shaken the ruling of the Qing Dynasty. In January 1935, the Long
March troops passed through Guizhou and the famous Zunyi Conference was held in
Guizhou by the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPC, which saved
the Red Army and the CPC and marked the turning point of Chinese revolution. On
November 15, 1949, Guiyang was liberated, turning a new page in its history.

#M AR Guizhou Dinosaur fossil BBEEIE Sealily fossil
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MTh0#E#EE Terrace fields in Jiabang, Chongjiang

As the landscape goes downward from the west and middle to the north, the east
and the south, the whole province is densely covered by rivers accordingly flowing in
that fashion. With Miaoling Mountain Range as the watershed, the northern rivers are
incorporated into Yangtze River System and the southern included into Pearl River
System, with a drainage area of 115,747 and 60,420 square kilometers respectively. As a
typical mountainous province, 92.5% of Guizhou is covered by mountains and hills. This
highland stands with four mountains as its pillars including Da Lou Mont in the north,
Wu Ling Mont in the north east, Wu Meng Mont in the west and Miao Ling in the
middle. Additionally, Guizhou is one of the areas with the most typical karst landform,
with exposed karst area accounting for 61.9% of the total land area of the province. Such
unique landform gives birth to the beauty and marvel of Guizhou.
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XX FIER Hills like forest in Xingyi
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