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Harley Kirkpatrick: a journalist
Annie Shepherd: a journalist
Erik Van Delft: a businessman

Sophie Lafon: owner of a jeweller shop
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1. Look at the title of the book. What do you think Blood
Diamonds means?

2. Look at People in the story on page 6. Who do you think work
together in the story and what do they do?

3. Look at the map of London on page 7. Where is Sophie Lafon’s
shop?

4. Why do you think Beesands in Devon is shown on the map of
England?

5. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



Chapter 1 A front-page story

‘We’re on the front page,’ said Annie Shepherd.
She smiled at Harley Kirkpatrick, and gave him a
coffee and that day’s Daily Post.

Kirkpatrick looked at the front page of the
newspaper. His name and Shepherd’s were there. It
was their first front-page story. He felt good. Four
and a half million people bought the Daily Post
every day. He drank a little coffee and read the story
quickly.

Blood diamonds
by H. Kirkpatrick and A. Shepherd

Diamonds are important guns. In Angola in the |
for a number of countries 1990s blood diamonds |
in Africa. Diamonds buy made US$3.7 billion in
food and doctors; they five years. That money
give people work, and help bought a lot of guns. And

them get money. But in  in Angola in the 1990s a lot
some countries people buy of people died because of

%szmm_ﬁ, ”%\« =

pr—— . S

guns with the diamonds. these guns. ]

We call these diamonds The United Nations |

‘blood diamonds’ because is trying to stop blood ﬁ

; . _ £

. many people die from the diamonds. o
%F;W-g;.r-w—f o

Chapter 1 A front-page story 9



‘A good start to a Wednesday morning,’ said

Shepherd. ‘A front-page story.’

Kirkpatrick looked up.

“Yes,” he said. ‘Blood diamonds is an important
story.’

“Yes,” she replied. ‘And I’ve got a new story about
them.’

Kirkpatrick and Shepherd worked well together.
Kirkpatrick went out and asked people questions.
Shepherd worked in the office; she used the computer
and the Internet.

“Tell me about it,” he said.

Shepherd smiled at him again. She was twenty-

10 Biood Diamonds



