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BUILD UPON OUR LEGACY,
STRIVE FOR NEW GLORIES

Preamble to the Publication Series Marking

Xinhua News Agency's 80" Anniversary

By Li Congjun

I his year marks the 80" anniversary of the founding of Xinhua News Agency.

Over eight decades, Xinhua has experienced pains and gains. Authorized by the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee, the agency has been faithfully fulfilling its obligations as an important communicator
and news collector for the government and the public, a think tank and global news and information provider.
Xinhua has played a vital role in the CPC's publicity work and contributed tremendously to the Party's success
in bringing together and leading the Chinese people of all ethnic groups during revolutionary struggles. social—

economic construction an(l reforms.

For eight decades, Xinhua's staff have worked diligently to seek innovation, accelerate development, achieve

one victory after another and increase the agency's vitality.

Ever since its founding in 1931, Xinhua News Agency has unswervingly followed the political course chartered
by the CPC, publicized the Party's theories. guidelines. principles and policies, provided sufficient coverage of
the people's aspirations and demands, accurately recorded the development of the Party and the nation, reported
the latest development in diverse sectors both at home and abroad in a timely manner, made China's voice heard
widely in the world and provided strong support for the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and the building of a

moderately prosperous sociely.

Through our consistent pursuit of truth and close contact with the masses, Xinhua has kept improving the



quality of its news reporting and made its stories more appealing. The agency has presented readers with a
series of soul—touching stories of role models in different walks of life and produced a wealth of influential

masterpieces meriting special recognition in the history of Chinese journalism.

Xinhua has stuck to reform and innovation by updating its ideas and improving its content and means of its
reporting. It has developed from a print media organization to a multidimensional agency with multilingual
outreach. Xinhua has always attached great importance to business expansion and has tapped its potential for
further development in line with the demands of the new era. The agency has evolved from "a news service in
huts and on horseback" into a modern, omni—faceted media organization with a global news and information

gathering network and advanced business patterns.

In recent years, Xinhua News Agency has aligned itself with China's overall interests and worked hard to better
serve the people, while promoting its strategic transformation in an all-round way. accelerating development in
a scientific manner, and implementing the strategy of "Three Expansions'" — expansion from traditional news
products to modern multimedia news and information products, from a media—oriented to an end—user—oriented

customer base, and from the domestic to the international market.

Xinhua has endeavored to update its approach, operation mechanism and structures, improved its international
communication capacity and built an omni—faceted media framework incorporating wire service with print
media, online media, new media, television, financial information and database services. The agency has
nurtured a number of strategic businesses, represented by China E-news Company, China Finance Corporation.
China Xinhua News Network Corporation and China International Cultural Image Communication Company
Limited. It has formulated a new growth pattern based on Xinhua's function as a public service institution and
also employed market— and capital—oriented business patterns, and thus enhanced its overall capacity and

international influence.



Looking back. we cherish the memories of Xinhua staff who worked diligently for the causes of journalism and
Xinhua's development. Their ideals were fulfilled on battlefields, on horseback and in caves. They reported from
conflicts in Belgrade, Baghdad and Tripoli, and at the scenes of the massive earthquakes in China's Sichuan
and Qinghai provinces, and the fatal mudslide in Gansu Province. With the same enthusiasm, they covered
the Beijing Olympic Games. the 60" founding anniversary of the People's Republic of China and the Shanghai
World Expo. They embody the Xinhua spirit of idealism and heroism. This spirit has proven to be Xinhua's most

valuable legacy. a driving force for the news agency and the most striking characteristic of Xinhua staff.

Xinhua has compiled a series of publications to mark its 80" founding anniversary. including a record of its past
glories, a collection of calligraphy and paintings and a photo album. These are valuable materials demonstrating
Xinhuz{'s achievements in news reporting and business development, Xinhua staff's perseverance, leam—spirit
and diligence. They also provide an effective way for Xinhua to carry forward its fine traditions and glorify the

Xinhua spirit. They are of great significance in reinforcing confidence and determination and gathering wisdom

and strength for the breaking of new ground in Xinhua's scientific development.

The path to success is paved with hardship and Xinhua will advance courageously despite the difficulties ahead.
Xinhua has ushered in a new period of development and will face even tougher endeavors and responsibilities.
We are confident that, led by the CPC Central Committee and with the concerted efforts from all the staff,
Xinhua will achieve more victories and fulfill its ideal of evolving into a world—class, modern, and omni—faceted

media organization at an earlier date.

October 2011
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The picture shows Mao Zedong (fourth right on the podium)
and Zhu De (third right on the podium) at the First National
Congress of the Chinese Soviet Republic held in Ruijin of east
China's Jiangxi Province, on Nov. 7—20, 1931. The Red China
News Agency, the predecessor of Xinhua, was established on

Nov. 7, when the congress opened. (Xinhua Photo)
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The picture shows a boat on the Yangtze River near

Huanggang of central China's Hubei Province in 1935. (Photo

by Zhang Yinquan)
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