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1. Valentine’s Day
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Our VOA listener question this week comes in
an e-mail from Iran. Hojatoullah Ghaledezani asks
about Valentine’s Day and how is it celebrated.

Americans celebrate Valentine’s Day each year
on February fourteenth. It is named for Saint
Valentine, an early Christian churchman who re-
portedly helped young lovers. Valentine was exe-
cuted for his Christian beliefs on February four-
teenth, more than 1, 700 years ago. But the day
that has his name is even older than that!

More than 2,000 years ago, the ancient Ro-
mans celebrated a holiday for lovers. As part of the
celebration, girls wrote their names on pieces of
paper and put them in a large container. Boys
reached into the container and pulled one out. The

girl whose name was written on the paper became
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his girlfriend, or sweetheart, for a year.

Lovers still put their names on pieces of pa-
per. They send each other Valentine’ s Day cards
that tell of their love.. Sometimes they also send
gifts, like jewelry,or flowers,or chocolate candy,or
all three!

Americans usually send these gifts and cards
through the mail system. . . or lately, in a computer
message. But some use still another way to send
their messages. They pay to have them printed in a
newspaper.

Some of the messages are simple and short:

“Jen, I love you very much, Pete.” Others say
more. This one, for example: “Dan, roses are
red, violets are blue, I hope you love me as much
as I love you. Forever, Mary.”

Most of the newspapers that print such mes-
sages are local. But one is sold throughout the U-
nited States and in many other countries too. It is
USA Today. This means that a Valentine message

can be sent to someone you love in a far away city



or town almost anywhere in the world.
Will this kind of Valentine’s Day message
reach the one you love? Only if you are sure that

he or she reads the newspaper.

g

I. When do Americans celebrate Valentine’s
Day? |
A. On Jan. 14.
B. On June 4.
C. On Feb. 14.
D. On July 4.

2. Saint Valentine was killed because

A. he helped the young lovers
B. he had his own religious belief
C. he sent a message to his lover by a com-
puter
D. he sent his lover a piece of love message
3. The day of celebrating Valentine’s Day is the

same as that




A. St. Valentine was killed
B. St. Valentine was born
C. the ancient Romans celebrated their lo-
ver’ s day
D. St. Valentine sent a message to his lover
4. On Valentine s Day Americans send their lo-
vers a message that are ____.
A. long
B. short
C. simple
D. decided by themselves
5. On Valentine’s Day the gifts Americans send
A. jewelry
B. flowers
C. chocolate candy
D. anything they like
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2. First Wife: Hillary Clinton
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Hillary Rodham Clinton recently became the
first wife of an American President to run for public
office. She announced she will compete as a
Democrat for the United States Senate from the state
of New York. The election is in November.

Her announcement did not surprise anyone.
Missus Clinton has been campaigning in New York
for months. During those months she has spent less
time in the White House. So, some critics éay
Missus Clinton is not doing her job as America’s
First Lady.

However, other people are pleased that Mrs
Clinton is seeking an official, elected leadership
position. They praise her for doing more than the
traditional duties of First Ladies: Duties like orga-

nizing dinners for world leaders and politicians. Or
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welcoming groups to the White House.

Bill Clinton has been President of the United
States for more than seven years. For almost all
that time his wife has been a subject of debate.
Many people like her very much. Others do not
approve of her.

Missus Clinton is a lawyer and social activist.
She is known for her work on issues involving chil-
dren and health care. She has worked to improve
the lives of women around the world.

But Hillary Clinton is also the only First Lady
ever ordered to give evidence in court about possible
wrongdoing. A special government lawyer has tried
for years to show that she is guilty of dishonesty.
He suspects her of illegal acts while she worked as a
lawyer in Arkansas in the 1980s. But Missus Clin-
ton denies any wrongdoing. And she has never
been charged with any crime.

Mister Clinton was sworn in as President in
January, 1993. A short time later, he appointed

his wife as the unpaid leader of a team working to



