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1. Hawaii
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Our listener questions today come in two
e-mails from Bangkok, Thailand. Dee asks about
the American State of Hawaii. Sharp O’ Neal has
an answer.

The state of Hawaii includes eight major is-
lands in the middle of the North Pacific Ocean.
Niihau is privately owned. The island of Ka-
hoolawe has no people. The others are Kauai,
Oahu, Molokai, Maui, Lanai and Hawaii, also
called the Big Island.

Hawaii is extremely far from other populated
areas. It is more than 3, 000 kilometers from the
state of California. It is more than 6, 000 kilometers
from Japan. And Hawaii is more than 7, 000
kilometers from China and more than 8, 000

kilometers from the Philippines.



About six million people visit Hawaii each

year. They enjoy the beautiful land, and the warm
weather. They swim, watch the whales and other
marine life and experience the volcanoes that built
the islands.

Hot liquid rock called lava( &3 ) formed the
Hawaiian Islands millions of years ago. The lava
flowed up from the sea through openings in the sea
floor. Many layers of lava were left in the same
place, until an island was formed above the water.
The huge weight closed the openings in the sea
floor. The process moved to the southwest. The
lava flowed up again and again, building the group
of islands. Visitors can watch the process continue
on the Big Island, where the world’s most active
volcano produces lava today.

Each of the Hawaiian Islands has a wet side
and a dry side. It rains much more on the northeast
sides and much more in winter than in summer.
This gives each island two separate climate areas.

One area is dry and desert-like. The other area has
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green plants, rivers and waterfalls.

Experts believe that Polynesian people first
discovered Hawaii about 2, 000 years ago. The is-
lands were ruled by a king. The British Sea Cap-
tain James Cook arrived in 1775. He renamed
them the “Sandwich Islands” . In 1818, the
Hawaiian King Kamehameha said each island
should be called by its own name. The King said
the whole group should be called the “Islands of the
Kingdom of Hawaii”. Britain gave the islands their
independence in 1843. The King was ousted ( #E
£ ) fifty years later by a group of American busi-
nessmen. Hawaii officially became the fiftieth state
in the United States in 1959.



1. How many islands are there in the state of

Hawaii?
A. 1.
B. 2.
G 6.
D. 8.

2. The nearest land to Hawaii is

A. California
B. China
C. Philippines
D. Japan

3. When an island was formed and closed the

volcano opening, a new opening would move

to a new place in
A. the sea floor

B. California
C. Philippines




D. Japan
4. Islands in Hawaii have a wet side and a dry
side because of .
A. similar sea life
B. various green plants
C. different climate
D. separate areas
5. Who forced the Hawaiian King go away?
A. British Sea Captain.
American businessmen.

Polynesian King.

= TR

Polynesian people.
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Our second listener question this week also
comes from Dee in Bangkok. It is about Pearl
Harbor, the famous American naval base in
Hawaii.

Pearl Harbor is the center of United States
naval power in the Pacific Ocean. Most of the
Navy’s major commands( & /7 #BA ) in the Pacific
have headquarters( @] 4 %) there. The harbor it-
self is one of the largest and best in the world. It
occupies about 26 square kilometers of water. It is
formed by the two mouths of the Pearl Stream. Its
name came from the pearl oysters(¥ Bk 4115 ) that
once grew in its waters.

King Kamehameha gave the United States the
right to develop a fuel station at Pearl Harbor in

1887. The Navy began making improvements to



