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Foreword

With the Yangtze River running through and the Yellow Sea
on the east, and with the advantages of natural endowment
and human talents, Jiangsu Province is one of the cradles
of Chinese civilization. On this charming land of water
networks, generations of book-loving and hard-working people
have created not only everlasting material heritage but also
magnificent intangible heritage.

“Wise people create things, and skillful people retell them
and protect them.” For hundreds of years, those smart folk artists
with special techniques in Jiangsu have carried down their art
from their forefathers through generations so that our intangible
cultural heritage glitters with colorful splendor. The six-century-
old Kunqu Opera, which is reputed as “father of all operas”™ :
for its sweet grace and unique aria, has won international fame
with its new blooms on its ancient bows. The artistic septachord
gugin, which is a representative of the Chinese scholarly culture
for millenniums, sounds primitive and lingers long in the
auditors® minds with its elegant and peaceful music. Gugin is
particularly famous for its four schools of art, namely, Yushan
in Changshu City, Guangling (present Yangzhou City), Jinling
(present Nanjing City) and Mei’an, which is derived from Jinling
school. The world-famous Gardens on the South of Yangtze
contain great ideas within their tiny places. This craftsmanship
has made visitors gasp with admiration. On both sides of the
Yangtze River, Jiangsu enjoys numerous heritage such as
traditional handicrafts like Zisha, jade sculpture, brocade;
traditional performing arts like Jiangnan Sizhu (South-of-Yangtze
flutes and chords), Suzhou Pingian (story-telling and ballad-
singing in Suzhou dialect), the food and drinks represented by
Huaiyang Cuisine (Huai'an-Yangzhou Cuisine), the unusual
custom featured by Qinhuai Lantern Fair, etc. By now, Jiangsu
has 10 projects on Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity of the UNESCO and 146 projects on the
National Intangible Cultural Heritage List. All those historical
relics have enriched the antiquity of Wu and Yue States (present
Suzhou), the awe of the Han Dynasty (present Xuzhou), the
scholarly culture of Jinling (present Nanjing), the scenery of
Weiyang (present Yangzhou). Those cultures make up the whole
picture of Jiangsu, whose sharp-cut local context has nurtured
the unique ethos of Jiangsu’s people. :

Intangible cultural heritage is famed as the living history
and back figures of a nation. Jiangsu has always treasured
the relics passed down from our forefathers and has carefully



protected this traditional affection so that this home spirit will
remain forever. Bearing in our minds responsibility for history,
for the peoplé and for the future, we must substantially further
the protection, the transmission and the utilization of intangible
cultural heritage, push forward the creative transformation and
innovative development of traditional culture, and solidify the
basis for a province of cultural strength so that the wisdom and
creativity of our fathers will have etemalrvitality in our modern
life. .

The Intangible Cultural Heritage of Jiangsu, with pictures and
texts, is illustrative of the existence, the history and the variety of
intangible cultural heritage in Jiangsu. Readers, whether living in
Jiangsu or outside, whether having experience in Jiangsu or not,
will all have faster heart beats with excitement and long for the
classic art of the province with this book before their eyes.

With the strategies of “focusing on innovation, enriching
- the people and building a higher level of well-off society to the
overall completion™, the people of Jiangsu are speeding up the
construction of a province of strength in economy. wealth in the
people, beauty in environment and advances in social culture. In
the new historical process, we must vigorously drive on cultural
prosperity to meet people’s increasing needs for culture, to better
gather up spiritual power for advances, to open a window for the
understanding of Jiangsu, and to add a new carrier of Jiangsu
culture. Here lies the original intention of this book.

LI Qiang

Secretary of the Jiangsu Provincial Committee of the Communist
Party of China, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the
Jiangsu Provincial People’s Congress

August 12th, 2017
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Rich in natural resources and splendid culture since
ancient times, Jiangsu Province boasts of a long history
of traditional handicraft. Recognized as the fruit of
craftsman wisdom as well as the precious treasure owned
by all mankind, these handicrafts carry a historical,
scientific and artistic value.



Xiangshan School Traditional Architectural
Craftsmanship for Timber-framed Structures

In Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Suzhou craftsmen constructed
the Imperial Palace and various private gardens in Suzhou with
Chinese traditional construction technique for timber-framed
structures.
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