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Integrity should be preserved in all events...through every stage of his existence. His
first maxim then should be to place his honor out of reach of all men. In order to do this he
must make it a rule never to become dependent on public employment for subsistence. Let
him have a trade, a profession...where he can honestly live, and then he may engage in pub-

lic affairs, if invited, upon independent principles. —John Adams
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®% fn4o4>,” (The fundamental article of my political creed is that despotism, or unlimited
sovereignty , or absolute power is the same [ whether ] in a majority of a popular assembly ;
an aristocratic council; or oligarchical junta and a single emperor—equally arbitrary, cruel,

bloody and in every respect diabolical. )
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Government is instituted for the common good; for the protection, safety, prosperity
and happiness of the people; and not for the profit, honor, or private interest of any one
man, family, or class of men: Therefore the people alone have an incontestable, unalien-
able, and indefeasible right to institute government; and to reform, alter, or totally change
the same, when their protection, safety, prosperity and happiness require it. —John Adams
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of government it is my duty to study, more than all other sciences; the arts of legislation and
administration and negotiation ought to take the place of, indeed exclude, in a manner, all
other arts. I must study politics and war, that our sons may have liberty to study mathematics
and philosophy. Our sons ought to study mathematics and philosophy, geography, natural
history and naval architecture, navigation, commerce and agriculture in order to give their
children a right to study painting, poetry, music, architecture, statuary, tapestry and porce-
lain. —Letters of John Adams Addressed to His Wife) &
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There is too much government today. We’ve got to remember the government should be
by the people, of the people, and for the people. —Ray Bradbury
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(But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate—we can not hal-

low—this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated
it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember
what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather,
to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so
nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us
—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave
the last full measure of devotion — that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have
died in vain — that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom — and that

government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. )
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Our government... teaches the whole people by its example. If the government becomes
the lawbreaker, it breeds contempt for law; it invites every man to become a law unto him-

self; it invites anarchy. —Louis D. Brandeis
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o BEFEFS, ABANBRFC—FH X9 FL, TXHLHB%,” (The public
is often inadequately represented or wholly unrepresented. That presents a condition of great
unfairness to the public. As a result, many bills pass in our legislatures which would not
have become law if the public interest had been fairly represented...Those of you who feel
drawn to that profession may rest assured that you will find in it an opportunity for usefulness
probably unequaled. There is a call upon the legal profession to do a great work for this
country. )
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ing man, the professional man, the businessman, and the man of leisure. We want a good
government, not because it is good business but because it is dishonorable to submit to a bad

government. )
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Honest and earnest criticism from those whose interests are most nearly touched, criti-
cism of writers by readers, of government by those governed, of leaders by those led, this is
the soul of democracy and the safeguard of modern society. —W. E. B. Du Bois
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Fortunately for civilization, the exploitation of public office has not been the inevitable
fate of mankind. People seek public office for nobler causes than pure self-interest and try to
rule objectively. They recognize conduct unbecoming public office, legislate against it, and
drive it underground with harsh prosecution of offenders. So much has the pendulum swung
that, in some countries, misuse and abuse of office is considered shameful, spelling the end
of any further public career with disgrace lasting beyond their grave. A higher standard of
conduct can be expected, inculcated, and practiced. That adds stature to public office,
strengthens loyalty between rulers and ruled, and makes government work in the interests of
all, not just a privileged few. It is not asking too much of mere mortals to act properly.

—~Gerald Caiden
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Public officials have come to understand that to retain their credibility, they have to be
more open, competent and trustworthy. Within just the last decade, Transparency Interna-
tional headquartered in Berlin and with national branches in over 70 states has been estab-
lished specifically to combat corruption and improve officials conduct. Technical assistance is
now available from a whole host of international organizations including the United Nations
ECOSOC, United National Development Program, World Bank, International Monetary
Fund, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, European Union, Com-
monwealth Secretariat and the International Institute of Administrative Sciences. Conferences
are to be found in every corner of the world with increasing frequency. A veritable official
ethics business is emerging as more and more countries realize that corrupt practices bring
little if any benefit in the long run except to the corrupt at much dysfunctionality to everyone
else. How effective these efforts will be at improving official conduct only the test of time
will tell. —Gerald Caiden
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