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Geese

My math teacher Epstein

liked to call me to the blackboard.

He said that my head was good only for hats,
and that a bird with brains like mine

would fly backwards.

He sent me to tend the geese.

Now, at a distance of years from his sentence,
when | sit under the palm tree

with my three beautiful geese,

| think that math teacher of mine was farsighted.
He was right,

because nothing makes me happier
than to watch them now

falling upon bread crumbs,

joyful tails wagging,

or freezing for a moment

under beads of water

when | spray them

with a hose,



holding their heads erect,
bodies stretched back
as if remembering faraway lakes.

Since then my math teacher has died,
together with the math problems

| could never solve.

I like hats

and always at evening

when the birds return to the tree

| look for the one flying backwards.

(Translated by Lisa Katz)
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Back Then

When we loved without margins and God

came to take his due we threw him a faint smile
thinking he deserved

no more.

Long distance gazers, we put our trust in cakes of love:
little fried crepes

of lust

for the seven

good years

forfeiting wings that grow
only for those who first jump
into the abyss

without them.

(Translated by Lisa Katz)



10

nMnx

NNk 1¥N2

DD N9

(Di'7)

iNnwY NFD 0107EN

9 v N7

MIN IXIN N7 X DN

?ﬂ?_:("!f m



R

e IE LS
A%

SRFWT
(RF—F )
MERTEEE
BEA?

(4% )



