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Foreword

Hip sonography in the technique which is described in this book was
developed in the late 1970th and improved continuously to the high standard we
have today. It has gained worldwide spread; in many countries only this technique
is allowed by law and used for a general screening of all the babies with high
success: operations on baby hip joints have dropped down dramatically, femoral
head necrosis and “missed cases” disappeared, because of early diagnosis by
sonography in the described technique.

One of the main causes of misdiagnosis in infant hip sonography is the
errors that occur due to poor quality of hip ultrasound, resulting from the
deterioration in teaching standards whereby formal courses in hip sonography
have been replaced in many centres by informal “bedside teaching” . Errors
creep in and are perpetuated gaining cult status. “Modified” techniques are
dangerous also: all modifications or other techniques as well as mistakes have
been done by us before!

This book is intended to give guidelines for both the instructor and the
student. It provides a step by step teaching programme with regular checks of
what have been learnt. It is available not only in Chinese and English, also in
German, Italian, Turkis, Mongolian, and Hungarian.

I would like to thank Prof. Zhao Li also for his translation into Chinese as
well as his tips and help for this book.

For more information, please visit www.graf-hipsonography.com.

R. Graf
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