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Introduction

In the past time of Ba-Shu, it would take more than three years from the
preparation of the funeral to the end, including over 50 rituals in general. Some
rituals can be found in the Confucian classics, such as “Putting on the Mourning
Costumes” ,  “Lightening the Wooden Memorial Tablet”, “Three Sacrifices” ,
etc. There are also ceremonies which can hardly be found in any classic, such as
“Setting off Firecrakers on the Moment of Death”,  “Holding the Funeral Torch™,
“Burning in the Grave”, etc. Besides, the funeral customs of the Han nationality in
Ba-Shu such as the Taoist Rituals, the documents of travel permit in the nether
world, and the title deed for the graveyard have been greatly influenced by the
Buddhist and Taoist thoughts.

This book is based on the fieldworks in the past twenty years, the studies on the
local chronicles, manuscripts from folk priests and folk literature works, ete. It
systematically and comprehensively combs typical funeral customs of the Han
nationality in different places of Ba-Shu and describes the rituals in detail,
providing clues and materials for both synchronic study on the comparisons and
diachronic study on the origins of the funeral customs. Meanwhile, this book
includes hundreds of pictures of funeral customs of the Han nationality in Ba-Shu
from fieldworks of the authors. Many of the pictures are very precious because

customs reflected by them have disappeared.
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