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Chief-editor’s Preface for Chinese Edition of

Global Practice of Forensic Science

Forensic science represents a global effort to focus the best methods available on problems of
medical-legal significance. This dynamic field constantly evolves through new research, technological
advances and the experience gained through casework. Forensic science is not confined by national
boundaries. Through publication in peer-reviewed journals, the science is available to all. However, the
practice of forensic science does vary considerably throughout the world. Economic factors shape the
availability of new technology. Political and historical factors influence institutional structure and policy
related to forensic practice. Language barriers limit access to the latest research results.

This volume presents a sampling of the global practice of forensic science. It reveals diversity but
also common problems and goals. The problems mostly relate to funding. Goals universally seek to
achieve the highest quality of forensic science possible. Advancement is enhanced by international
cooperation and the remarkable communication now possible in a connected world.

Translation of this volume makes the content more available to the Chinese community. This
enhanced availability augments communication and the advancement of forensic science.

I thank the publisher, Ms Xiaodan He, and the team of AFS translators for their efforts in preparing
this Chinese edition. May good fortune come to them and to all who read this book in an effort to improve

the practice.

Douglas H. Ubelaker
17", Oct. , 2018
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