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The Ass and the Charger
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An Ass congratulated a Horse on being so ungrudgingly and carefully provided
for, while he himself had scarcely enough to eat and not even that without hard work.
But when war broke out, a heavily armed soldier mounted the Horse, and riding him
to the charge, rushed into the very midst of the enemy. The Horse was wounded and
fell dead on the battlefield. Then the Ass, seeing all these things, changed his mind,
and commiserated the Horse.

Be content with your station.
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The Ass, the Cock, and the Lion
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An Ass and a Cock were in a straw-yard together. When a Lion, desperate from
hunger, approached the spot. He was about to spring upon the Ass, when the Cock (to
the sound of whose voice the Lion, it is said, has a singular aversion) crowed loudly,
and the Lion fled away as fast as he could. The Ass, observing his trepidation at the
mere crowing of a Cock summoned courage to attack him, and galloped after him for
that purpose. He had run no long distance, when the Lion, turning about, seized him
and tore him to pieces.

False confidence often leads into danger.
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The Ass and the Grasshopper
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An Ass having heard some Grasshoppers chirping, was highly enchanted;
and, desiring to possess the same charms of melody, demanded what sort of food
they lived on to give them such beautiful voices. They replied, “The dew.” The Ass
resolved that he would live only upon dew, and in a short time died of hunger.

Even a fool is wise—when it is too late.
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The Playful Ass
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An Ass climbed up to the roof of a building, and frisking about there, broke in
the tiling. The owner went up after him and quickly drove him down, beating him
severely with a thick wooden cudgel. The Ass said, “Why, I saw the Monkey do this
very thing yesterday, and you all laughed heartily, as if it afforded you very great
amusement.”

People that live by example need to look closely at the
example they are following.

Sk RS T
The Ass carrying the Image
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An Ass once carried through the streets of a city a famous wooden Image, to be
placed in one of its Temples. As he passed along, the crowd made lowly prostration
before the Image. The Ass, thinking that they bowed their heads in token of respect
forshimself, bristled up with pride, gave himself airs, and refused to move another
step. The driver, seeing him thus stop, laid his whip lustily about his shoulders and
said, “Oh you perverse dull-head! It is not yet come to this, that men pay worship
to an Ass.”

They are not wise who give to themselves the credit due to others.
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The Ass, the Fox, and the Lion
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The Ass and the Fox, having entered into partnership together for their mutual
protection, went out into the forest to hunt. They had not proceeded far when they
met a Lion. The Fox, seeing imminent danger, approached the Lion and promised to
contrive for him the capture of the Ass if the Lion would pledge his word not to harm
the Fox. Then, upon assuring the Ass that he would not be injured, the Fox led him to
a deep pit and arranged that he should fall into it. The Lion, seeing that the Ass was
secured, immediately clutched the Fox, and attacked the Ass at his leisure.

Never trust your enemy.
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The Wild Ass and the Lion
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A Wild Ass and a Lion entered into an alliance so that they might capture the
beasts of the forest with greater ease. The Lion agreed to assist the Wild Ass with his
strength, while the Wild Ass gave the Lion the benefit of his greater speed. When
they had taken as many beasts as their necessities required, the Lion undertook to
distribute the prey, and for this purpose divided it into three shares. “I will take the
first share, ” he said, “because I am King: and the second share, as a partner with
you in the chase: and the third share (believe me) will be a source of great evil to
you, unless you willingly resign it to me, and set off as fast as you can.”

Might makes right.
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The Ass in the Lion’s Skin
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An Ass, having put on the Lion’ s skin, roamed about in the forest and amused
himself by frightening all the foolish animals he met in his wanderings. At last
coming upon a Fox, he tried to frighten him also, but the Fox no sooner heard the
sound of his than he exclaimed, “I might possibly have been frightened myself, if I
had not heard your bray.”

Fine clothes may disguise, but silly words will disclose a fool.
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The Ass and the Old Shepherd

— (I BWMAFEP FERHBEGE, RAMITE TR FErELEr
AE, 5P —kie, DleRvEE. ERIPTH
I “BASWMX TG, EERES AENEN R
7 " CRRXEER. T BN, EEPTFORE: “BRARMNAE
FMER—F, BBAG RS XA HAZIE? "

AERKIXZEBRNE, 5AKERNRAREANES.

A Shepherd, watching his Ass feeding in a meadow, was alarmed all of a
sudden by the cries of the enemy. He appealed to the Ass to fly with him, lest they
should both be captured, but the animal lazily replied, “Why should I, pray? Do
you think it likely the conqueror will place on me two sets of panniers? ” “No, ”
rejoined the Shepherd. “Then, ” said the Ass, “as long as I carry the panniers,
what matters it to me whom I serve? ”

In a change of government the poor change nothing beyond
the name of their master.
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The Ass and His Shadow
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A Traveler hired an Ass to convey him to a distant place. The day being
intensely hot, and the sun shining in its strength, the Traveler stopped to rest, and
sought shelter from the heat under the Shadow of the Ass. As this afforded only
protection for one, and as the Traveler and the owner of the Ass both claimed it, a
violent dispute arose between them as to which of them had the right to the Shadow.
The owner maintained that he had let the Ass only, and not his Shadow. The Traveler
asserted that he had, with the hire of the Ass, hired his Shadow also. The quarrel
proceeded from words to blows, and while the men fought, the Ass galloped off.

In quarreling about the shadow we often lose the

substance.
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The Mule
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A Mule, frolicsome from lack of work and from too much corn, galloped about
in a very extravagant manner, and said to himself, “My father surely was a high-
mettled racer, and I am his own child in speed and spirit.” On the next day, being

driven a long journey, and feeling very wearied, he exclaimed in a disconsolate tone,
“I must have made a mistake; my father, after all, could have been only an ass.”

Gh-F- RIS A
The Ass and His Driver
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An Ass, being driven along a high road, suddenly started off and bolted to
the brink of a deep precipice. While he was in the act of throwing himself over, his
Dviver seized him by the tail, endeavoring to pull him back. When the Ass persisted
in his effort, the man let him go and said, “Conquer, but conquer to your cost.”

A willful beast must go his own way.
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The Salt Merchant and His Ass
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A Peddler drove his Ass to the seashore to buy salt. His road home lay across
a stream into which his Ass, making a false step, fell by accident and rose up again
with his load considerably lighter, as the water melted the sack. The Peddler retraced
his steps and refilled his panniers with a larger quantity of salt than before.

When he came again to the stream, the Ass fell down on purpose in the same
spot, and, regaining his feet with the weight of his load much diminished, brayed
triumphantly as if he had obtained what he desired.

The Peddler saw through his trick and drove him for the third time to the coast,
where he bought a cargo of sponges instead of salt. The Ass, again playing the fool,
fell down on purpose when he reached the stream, but the sponges became swollen
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with water, greatly increasing his load. And thus his trick recoiled on him, for he
now carried on his back a double burden.

You can fool someone only so many times.
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The Mules and the Robbers
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Two Mules well-laden with packs were trudging along. One carried panniers
filled with money, the other sacks weighted with grain. The Mule carrying the
treasure walked with head erect, as if conscious of the value of his burden, and
tossed up and down the clear-toned bells fastened to his neck. His companion
followed with quiet and easy step. All of a sudden Robbers rushed upon them from
their hiding-places, and in the scuffle with their owners, wounded with a sword the
Mule carrying the treasure, which they greedily seized while taking no notice of
the grain. The Mule which had been robbed and wounded bewailed his misfortunes.
The other replied, “I am indeed glad that I was thought so little of, for I have lost
nothing, nor am I hurt with any wound.”

Flaunt wealth and thieves will know you have wealth.
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The Ass and the Mule

EEE O ALESP T3 -3k BB & T Rk~ FEE AR, B
FRGERENA . LM TEZIGIXF LN, IPFELRBHmE IR, T
RRKRET RSB 071, XM R IERIARE IR E] B 1Y
Ho AR, EENBETRAAESFEMRNER. &R, NMEERNTT
MU RS T o EEMEOBINEAINEG, REFHE TR Stk
BTETE L, B, PR EKRT L&, RXESERENET,
WEE RS “RERBEEZM mRRER TP FHIER, #i
BR—/ BBy 0iE, RIESRAAE T SN T, 7

— i ) IR ARIE =5 J- — IR0 9E AL

A Muleteer set forth on a journey, driving before him an Ass and a Mule, both
well laden. The Ass, as long as he traveled along the plain, carried his load with ease,
but when he began to ascend the steep path of the mountain, felt his load to be more
than he could bear. He entreated his companion to relieve him of a small portion, that he
might carry home the rest; but the Mule paid no attention to the request. The Ass shortly
afterwards fell down dead under his burden. Not knowing what else to do in so wild a
region, the Muleteer placed upon the Mule the load carried by the Ass in addition to
his own, and at the top of all placed the hide of the Ass, after he had skinned him. The
Mule, groaning beneath his heavy burden, said to himself, “I am treated according to
my deserts. If I had only been willing to assist the Ass a little in his need, I should not
now be bearing, together with his burden, himself as well.”

A ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cruel.



