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Abstract

At the end of the 18" century, Napoleon began his military aggression a-
gainst the oriental nations such as Egypt. As a consequence, there came the cul-
tural corrosion of and interference with the traditional Egyptian lifestyle and cul-
ture, whichin effect, pushed Egypt into modernization. This was various con-
flicts between the East and the West, the traditions and the modernization, and
the domestic and foreign ideologies were ever-growing and spreading which grad-
ually brought up different social conditions such as confrontations, frictions, and
struggles in Egypt society.

The rival of the two different cultural values lasted for nearly one and a half
centuries, so did the Egyptians’ endeavors to. defend and develop their na-
tion. Confronted with the corrosion from the western culture, some Egyptians
with lofty ideas attempted to meet the deliberate challenges in a middle way be-
tween the traditions and the modernization so as to facilitate the social ad-
vances. One of the leading figures of such people is Muhammad Abduh (1849-
1905) , a modern social reformer, scholar on religion, and educationist. In ac-
cordance with the best of the traditional culture of Arab and the rational think-
ing, he proposed an epoch-making plan about the reform of the 19" century E-
gypt and tried to put it into practice, drive the social transformation in the whole
Arab-Islamic world.

Abdub’s suggestions on the reform of education, judiciary, Arabic language

specification , party building, women’s status, etc. made a most typical and rath-
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er complete system of social reform in modern Egypt as well as in the Arab
world. Based on the needs of the base of the social system, and aimed at the dif-
ferent regulations across different trades, his ideological system helped to nor-
malize the national administration and the social construction to such a state
where everything had rules to follow. His idea of reform was a vigorous drive for
Egyptian social progress, as well as for the modernization of the Arab world.

By the 21* century, the Arab world has been under the ever-growing influ-
ence of the idea of globalization, and there is a great similarity between its so-
cial situation today and that in the 19" century when that Egypt was suffering
from aggression by Britain and France. At that time, Abduh’s idea and practice
of reform were fruitful in that the society was bettered to such an extent that
there was a foundation for the national strength and prosperity. Today when the
Arab world is in turmoil, low ebb and need for help. It has been a complicated
issue as to where the Arab world leads and how effective social reforms can take
place there.

In this case, it’s more than necessary and significant to readdress Abduh’s
idea of reform since it’s hopeful to draw from his idea enlightenment and revela-
tion are capable of helping Egypt, and the whole Arab world as well, to get out

of the existing political, economic and cultural predicament.
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