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Starter

Put the words/expressions in the box into the correct categories.

| pencil case engineering handout master’s degree ( fill |-2#(7 )
| notebook textbook primary/grade chemistry

i reading PhD business backpack

| notes postsecondary agenda humanities ( A58

|

| bachelor’s degree (22124 )

s s 0
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Words/expressions for school supplies: pencil case, notebook, backpack, agenda

Words/expressions for school levels/titles: master’s degree, primary/grade, PhD, postsecondary,
bachelor’'s degree i

Words/expressions for courses/majors: engineering, chemistry, business, humanities
Words/expressions for studying: handout, textbook, reading, notes
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l_ EEE Watch the video clipand  Dean Lewis: You know that a lot of people say that college

fill in the blanks with the is the time when young men and women
words or expressions you've expand the way that they look at their
heard. world, when they 1 to new ideas
and experiences, and when they begin that
long journey from the 2 to the
responsibilities of 3 . Nowisn't

that a load of horseshit? Ha ha ...
Bartleby: W .. What?
Father: Could you explain that to us a little more?
Bartleby:  Uh, Dean Lewis, why don't you tell them a
little bitaboutthe =~ 4  here at South

Harmon?
Dean Lewis: Look, we throw a lot of fancy words in front

of these Kids, in order to 5 them
to going to school, in the 6  that
they’re gonna have a better life. And we
all know that all we're doing is breeding a
whole new generation of buyers and sellers.
Buyers and sellers! And indoctrinating ( %)
them into a 7 hell of debt and
indecision (fILZZZEWT) .

Father: [..

Mother: Um ...

Father: [..1just don’t understand.

Dean Lewis: Do [ have to spoon-feed it to you? Look,
there’s only one 8  that kids wanna
go to school.

Bartleby:  Holy shit.

Father: Which is?

Dean Lewis: To get a good job. To get a good job with a
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L EEE Watch the video clipand  Script & Keys:
fill in the blanks with the = .~ .

words or expressions you've

Dean Lewis: You know that a lot of people say that college is

the time when young men and women expand
heard. the way that they look at their world, when they
1. open their minds to new ideas and experiences,

and when they begin that long journey from the
2. innocence of youth to the responsibilities of
3. adulthood . Now isn’t that a load of horseshit?
o VEHB AT BRI ) Haha..
B CGREGE S ), 4 Dean Bartleby: W .. What?

Lewis H i RIBHIBIB KR pop

Could you explain that to us a little more?

E:a; giﬁ%ﬁ&%ﬁ Bartleby: Uh, Dean Lewis, why don’t you tell them a little bit
8 VR ﬁﬁ"ﬂﬁﬂ;; %_, about the 4. philosophy here at South Harmon?
Frfi R T —I0AT 5 s Dean Lewis: Look, we throw a lot of fancy words in front of

these kids, in order to 5. attract them to going to

school, in the 6. belief that they’re gonna have a

better life. And we all know that all we're doing is
m breeding a whole new generation of buyers and
sellers. Buyers and sellers! And indoctrinating

'o"ﬁf#ait%é&ﬁ,}ﬁﬂrgﬁﬁ (#0) them into a 7. lifelong hell of debt and
T S AR 2 X ) indecision ({22 5E T ).
FE Father: l..

o BRI PR o
o HEEEMMAS, Ty Mother U

FCOAR, FUE A 5 ch B4 Father: I ...Ijust don't understand.

i e A Dean Lewis: Do I have to spoon-feed it to you? Look, there’s

only one 8. reason that kids wanna go to school.

Bartleby: Holy shit.

Father: Which is?

Dean Lewis: To get a good job. To get a good job with a great
starting 9. salary.

Father: [ couldn’t agree more.

Mother: Itis so 10. refreshing to have somebody approach
education so rationally.
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great starting 9 .

Father: I couldn’t agree more.

Mother: It is so 10 to have somebody
approach education so rationally.

II. Work in pairs and discuss the following questions.

1. What does Dean Lewis tell the parents what people believe college is for?
(Cues: new ideas and experiences, responsibilities, adulthood)

2. How do the parents react to Dean Lewis’s openness (%) ?
(Cues: shocked, bluntness, agree with, impressed)

3. What is so shocking about what Dean Lewis has to say?

(Cues: direct, truth, true purpose of school)

You'll Never Be Famous — And That’s OK

Words and Expressions
(w9 AL ART A M AR AT S

By Emily Esfahani Smith’
A ; SBANCAFILA ko AL RAFIT)

desperately ['desporatli] ad. in a way 1 Today’s college students desperately want to change
that shows despair Hf-6r4h; T —bri
require [r'kwars(r)] v. to have need of;
to depend upon; to want % -%; A #-F requires doing something extraordinary and remarkable
extraordinary [ik'stro:dener1] a. very
unusual, remarkable or surprising 3F JU

the world, but too many think that living a meaningtul life

like becoming an Instagram star, starting a wildly successful

8 AANRE company or ending a humanitarian crisis.
* remarkable [r’'makebl] a. worthy of
note or attention 3| AJZ B #9; A48 2 Having hopes and dreams for the future is, of course, part
* s 2 e ' a : 5
humanitaxian [hjcmensresEiee of being young. But thanks to social media, purpose and
concerned with reducing suffering and ) ) ) )
improving the conditions that people meaning have become merged with prestige: Extraordinary
live in Al £ 389 lives look like the norm on the Internet. Yet the idea that a
thanks to on account of; because of = . . .
2. T meaningful life must be or appear remarkable is not only
merge [m3:d3] v. to blend or cause to limited but also misguided. Over the past five years, I've

blend; to fuse (f# ) &&4-; @A
4 prestige [pre'stiz] n. great respect or
importance #&# ; %k what gives their lives meaning, and I've read through

interviewed dozens of people across the country about

4 (83)
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ll » Work in pairs and discuss the following questions.

Suggested Answers:

1. Dean Lewis tells the parents that people believe college is a place
where children are transformed through new ideas and experiences.
There they learn to take on new responsibilities and begin their

it

: © 2T AT R i A
journey to adulthood. L S AT E
2. The parents’ initial reaction is shocked mainly because of the 5 ] A Text A, 4 i

intensity of both the language used and his bluntness. However, by
the end of the conversation the parents firmly agree with what he has
to say. They are actually thankful and impressed by Dean Lewis.

3. What Dean Lewis does is so shocking, because as the head of the
college it is surprising for him to be so direct as to the truth of what
college is actually for. Aside from the language, Dean Lewis is quite
open about the true purpose of school by not sugarcoating ( Z&{k; ¥}

o TSRS EE A AR R Y
Jrake MAESFEAENEDL, AIE Y
Hrn AT ATl e A

iffi ) it for the parents of a student.

You’ll Never Be Famous — And That’s OK

Language and Cultural Points in the Text

Paragraph 1

@ desperately: ad. in a way that shows despair #f i ih; A
— st

e.g. She searched desperately for her husband during the Las
Vegas shooting.
fERDAE IR S b bbb SR A Sk,
| was desperately nervous about speaking before a crowd.
{EABFATURS Fe 55 F ok

# require: v. to have need of; to depend upon; to want if;i 5 47
i T

e.g. A successful marriage requires falling in love many times,
always with the same person.
TR ) B B A0 7 B 20 UK B A ], LR U b A T —
™A
Starting your own business overseas will definitely require
diligence and careful consideration.
(EHESMF B A B T B A ER ) 5 K.

¢ extraordinary: a. very unusual, remarkable or surprising
FURY 5 A AT

e.g. Smith has a plain name but is an extraordinary talent.
T R A (AR PR A

4 remarkable: a. worthy of note orattention 7 | A ¥ Ff1Y: HLAEAY

e.g. Only remarkable stuff can be remembered forever.
A SRS A 2Bk ALTE

& humanitarian: a. concerned with reducing suffering and

By Emily Esfahani Smith

improving the conditions that people live in A\ & % i
e.g. The Beijing Paralympic Games are an opportunity for China
to further promote a humanitarian spirit.
demsk i o rh M5 45 N 1E 3 SOR#REY R AL
Reducing the price of cancer drugs is a humanitarian move.
FEIRHUR 25 P i S — TG 3 SO
Paragraph 2
@ thanks to: on account of; because of %75 ; fiF
e.g. Thanks to the Internet, the world is becoming smaller.
tFA T KR, RSN T
A disabled young man wins Harvard place, thanks to his
mother’s devotion.
L5 TS IS A=ER B AR AR B .
€ merge: v. to blend or cause to blend; to fuse ({if) @& ; flA
e.g. In this great melting pot cultures are merged and traditions lost.
gﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁj{#&%* RIS R— , TR A58 )
T o
Elon Musk says human brains need to merge with Al to stay
competitive with machines.
e - SR NI S AN TR LA LA 5 5 1.
# prestige: n. great respect or importance % ; &
e.g. Such a scandal will surely damage the mayor’s prestige.
XA L E SRR
The event will surely boost the university's global prestige.
BANE SRR THZ S 1 Bk 2.



dignity ['dignotr] n. the quality of

being worthy of honor or respect ¥

devotion [di'voufen] n. the action

of spending a lot of time or energy on

sth. Bik; Hou; &

discipline ['disiplin] n. the ability to

control one’s behavior or the way one

lives, works, etc. £ ] 7y ; #5204k

kind of somewhat; rather; almost # &.;

184

hard-won [ha:d'wan] a. acquired through

effort or in spite of problems # 7R % &4

® heroine [herouin] n. the main female
character in a novel, play, film, etc. (>
B RB] GERF T ) K EM K EAN

provincial [prav'vinfal] a. of or like that of

rural provinces; countrified .77 849; % T a9

passionate [pax[onat] a. having or showing

strong feelings; full of passion #1549 ; #m 9

* yearn [j3n] v. to be filled with longing
or desire B% ; @&

philanthropist [fr'leneropist] n. #A-& %

4 ambitious [@mbifas] a. having a strong
desire for success or achievement A& 5
)

epic ['epik] a. very great and impressive

F ARy ; A

end up to become eventually &% .,

ZER

* wither ['wida(r)] v. to lose vigor or
freshness; to become wasted or decayed
(E S S N

turn out toprovetobe %% %; A&k~

4 vain [vem] a. too proud of one’s own
appearance, abilities or achievements
B 6695 AL &Y

® superficial [sjupa‘fifal] a. concerned

with and understanding only the easily

apparent and obvious; not profound;

shallow & W69 ; ik 9

6 (S4)

]

:

MIDDLEMARCH

F GEORGE ELIOT

EESERRN e reir

thousands of pages of psychology, philosophy and
neuroscience research to understand what truly brings

people satisfaction.

3 The most meaningful lives, I've learned, are often not
the extraordinary ones. They’re the ordinary ones lived

with dignity.

4 There’s perhaps no better expression of that wisdom
than George Eliot”s Middlemarch’, a book I think every
college student should read. At 700-some pages, it requires
devotion and discipline, which is kind of the point. Much
like a meaningful life, the completion of this book is
hard-won and requires effort. The heroine of the novel
is Dorothea Brooke, a wealthy young gentlewoman in
a provincial English town. Dorothea has a passionate
nature and yearns to accomplish some good in the world
as a philanthropist. The novel’s hero, Tertius Lydgate,
is an ambitious young doctor who hopes to make
important scientific discoveries. Both hope to lead epic

lives.

5 Both Dorothea and Tertius end up in disastrous
marriages — she to the preacher Mr. Casaubon, he to the
town beauty Rosamond. Slowly, their dreams wither away.
Rosamond, who turns out to be vain and superficial, wants

Tertius to pursue a career paying enough to support her



4 But thanks to social media, purpose and meaning have

become merged with prestige: Extraordinary lives look
like the norm on the Internet.
Since social media is filled with extraordinary people and
events, people tend to take them as normal lives, believing
that a purposeful and meaningful life should be as glamorous
as those on the Internet.

@ Yet the idea that a meaningful life must be or appear

remarkable is not only limited but also misguided.

Note: [ 4k idea 22 Ji7 that | (1) & [l i A (Rl 6 M)
i 44 i AT S | R FE T N 3, R A
BAELL P
L. [ i if N (4 S 47 i) — R g S 420, 4 idea,

fact.news, belief, suggestion, reason %5
2. [l i N B R S A Tim) LR P AR A — AL R RN
W, defrial fg] Sl £ 0 I ) A4 DK i A AE AR AR
KFCENTRATEN AR 720585 (fig | i )
B9 G Z2 A A K R i) £ D) b 3 2 ) g i
H5 5T ede UG &
e.g. I've heard the news that he will come back soon. ( [r]{i7 i 41] )

iy
It

oy

He can’t believe the news that he heard a moment ago. ( 7
M4 )
He finally accepted the doctor’s advice that he quit smoking
immediately. ( [A]{7i5 M 5] )
He finally accepted the advice that the doctor gave him. (315
M)
Paragraph 3
 dignity: n. the quality of being worthy of honor or respect 2§/
e.g. We cannot afford to lose dignity.
T EAE R

Gender violence occurring within families is a matter of

human dignity.
RAAERBE P T A& 1 A
Paragraph 4

4 There’s perhaps no better expression of that wisdom
than George Eliot's Middlemarch ...

Note: 1t HL 4% )5 rf fdi H] 55 i) no, nobody, nothing 2 /1< it 15 4%

S

e.g. | like nothing better than reading,
el ki T
Nobody knows you better than yourself.
fRECHE THC

4 devotion: n. the action of spending a lot of time or energy on
sth. 58k Lol AE

e.g. My father tried to teach me the importance of hard work and
devotion to a career.
FRM SR R T ES ) VAR Bl (1 7 2k
Sun Yat-sen's dedication and devotion to his country and
people deserves being remembered.
Pihepil e XA A R R 2SR S AR (TS il

¢ discipline: n. the ability to control one’s behavior or the way
one lives, works, etc. [ il /75 #5720 1

e.g. Discipline brings success.
L e il
The military taught him self-discipline.
EAF b A

# kind of: somewhat; rather; almost 47 111, ; 414

e.g. | feel kind of offended by his words.
) TS TR DA AT I

€ hard-won: a. acquired through effort or in spite of problems
KZ AT

e.g. | canlead a comfortable life with this hard-won money.
AT LUHIX ok Z AL 0kt EEFE 940G

She was not going to give up her hard-won freedom so easily.

uit 1 College Liie

AR IX 2 Sy MR AT Y F i

@ provincial: a. of or like that of rural provinces; countrified }th 75
f: £ FHY

e.g. | have a set of French provincial style furniture from the
1970's that my grandmother handed down to me.

AT —E 20 22 70 EFCAYEEE & IR AL, 2 RHLE R
Sk,

@ passionate: a. having or showing strong feelings; full of
passion FAf ) AAIALEY

e.g. If you want to move up the company ladder you need to be
passionate about your work.

RATRETELS RIS X T TAEH A A
The best ideas arise from passionate interest in commonplace
things.
AP FAPE FLIF IR IE DGR
@ yearn: v. to be filled with longing or desire {5 ; [5]{}
e.g. | believe all artists yearn for recognition.
FRARE AT 1) Z ARG AR AT
[ yearn to become a scientist.
FRIBBM I —AFFER.

4 philanthropist: n. a person who seeks to promote the
welfare of others esp. by the generous donation of money to
good causes %55 %

e.g. Why do entrepreneurs like Bill Gates become philanthropists?
WA AIRIR - PSR R N1 B2

€ ambitious: a. having a strong desire for success or
achievement ALl

e.g. She is politically ambitious.

AT BEREFL
Starbucks has an ambitious expansion plan in China.
e EA AL Ph P ikl

@ epic: a. very great and impressive SEAfE(Y ; AHERAAY

e.g. epic deeds HrifEH il
his successful return after his epic voyage
e S T AR B A A T Rk

Paragraph 5

#® end up: to become eventually 25, 25

e.g. He ended up working at Walmart.

e AR /R T A
The murderer will end up with a bulletin his head.
XA S

@ wither: v. to lose vigor or freshness; to become wasted or
decayed H%5: 245 ; 1k

e.g. The flowers withered due to heat.
€ LR SZ ARG 2 -

With new technologies, whole new categories of jobs are
being created, while others wither away.

B2 v N £ 3 B e O = VAT ) 5 O e L
{EZHH K

@ turnout: to prove to be 45 5 s R

eg. It may turn out that the overseas market is the company’s
very best sales opportunity.

ATHESEN b TR A vl R R L2
This doesn't mean that none of these claims will turn out to be true.
BOFATERA A 22

€ vain: a. too proud of one’s own appearance, abilities or
achievements [ 7 f; [ iR fY

e.g. She is vain of her accomplishments, and wishes to show them
off in public.
toxt A A RERRTR B SR AR TE A B
Men are more vain than women.

5 HA A [ 5.

4 superficial: a. concerned with and understanding only the easily

apparent and obvious; not profound; shallow #7119 ; Hk7&RY



yield [jild] v. to give up under pressure;
to surrender /AR ; 7%
conventionally [kon'venfanalr] ad.
conforming to established practice or
accepted standard; traditionally #4-
3] {63 ; i
follow through to continue and complete
an action "2 )&,
® original [2'rid3onal] a. having to do
with an origin; first; earliest #7164
tragedy ['tredsidi] n. a shocking or
sad event; disaster £ 8|; 154
reconcile [rekonsail] v. to make sb. or
oneself accept an unpleasant situation
dull [dal] a. causing boredom; not
interesting or exciting A&Jkg Lok dy; L
Yir &
® triumph [traromf] n. the act or fact of
being victorious; success B:#|
foundress [faondris] n. a female founder
Al e A
letdown ['letdavn] n. a disappointment
or disillusionment % #
beneficent [br'nefisont] a. giving help
or showing kindness 47-&#%; 1= & &
™ literature ['litorat[a(r)] n. written
material such as poetry, novels, essays,
etc. XF 4o
humble ['hambl] a. having a low
rank or social position (4& %] 3 4% )
& 64, Ffah
idealistic [ardio'lisuk] a. 22 #8 £ 3L
()89
significance [signifikons] n. importance
TR EL

extraordinary tastes, and by the end of the novel, he yields,
abandoning his scientific quest to become a doctor to the
rich. Though conventionally “successful”, he dies at 50
believing himself a failure for not following through on his

original life plan.

6 As for Dorothea, after the Reverend Casaubon dies,
she marries her true love, Will Ladislaw. But her larger
ambitions go unrealized. At first it seems that she, too, has

wasted her potential.

7 Tertius's tragedy is that he never reconciles himself to
his dull reality. Dorothea’s triumph is that she does.

8 By novel’s end, she settles into life as a wife and a
mother, and becomes, Eliot writes, the “foundress of
nothing”. It may be a letdown for the reader, but not
for Dorothea. She pours herself into her roles as mother
and wife with “beneficent activity which she had not
the doubtful pains of discovering and marking out for
herself”.

9 Looking out of her window one day, she sees a family
making its way down the road and comes to the realization
that she needs to begin to live in the moment. Rather than
give in to the despair of disappointed dreams, she embraces
her life as it is and contributes to those around her as
she can. Eliot’s final words on Dorothea," which is one of
the most beautiful passages in literature, capture what a
meaningful life is about: connecting and contributing to
something beyond the self, in whatever humble form that

may take.

10 Most young adults won’t achieve the idealistic goals
they’ve set for themselves. They won’t become the next
Mark Zuckerberg. They won’t have death notices that run
in newspapers like this one. But that doesn’t mean their
lives will lack significance and worth. We all have a circle
of people whose lives we can touch and improve, and we
can find our meaning in that.



