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Foreword 1

Baiyue (" 14 ) is also called Baiyue (* 18 ) or Ancient Yue (* f# *) Minority.

Ancient Yue Minority, is an ancient minority and full of mysteries. Since the 1930s, historians and archaeologists
have carried out studies on the regional distribution, formation, cultural characteristics, social structures and
status of Ancient Yue Minority, by ancient literature, archeology, ethnography, ethnology, linguistics and other
cultural anthropology methods and concepts. The outstanding contributions have been made in Luo Xianglin's
Baiyue in Chinese Civilization and Origins and Cultures of Baiyue, and Xu Songshi’s A History of the People in
Yuejiang River Basin and Studies of Tai, Tong (Zhuang) and Yie Minorities. In 1980, the Society of Chinese Baiyue
Minority History Studies was founded and its first annual meeting was held in Xiamen University, in which
Professor Liang Zhaotao, a well-known ethnic minority archaeologist, was elected as the director. So far, the
Society has held 13 seminars on the history of Chinese Baiyue Minority, edited and published more than 30
monographs and article collections. In particular, scholars have reached consensus regarding such facts that
Ancient Yue minority originated during Xia and Shang dynasties, prospered during the Spring and Autumn
period and the Warring States period, and declined after Emperor Wu of Han dynasty united areas south of the

Five Ridges, and regarding distribution of Ancient Yue Minority surnames and their cultural characteristics.

Nanshan was the place where Ancient Yue Minority inhabited and multiplied. They worked and lived along
coasts and on islands, they had strong ties with oceans from the very beginning and created colorful ocean
cultures. Culturally, Ancient Yue Minority was mainly characterized by use of dual-shoulder stone axe, stepped
stone adze and hard pottery with kui and * 2K * character patterns, engagement of rice agriculture, fishing and
hunting, living in fenced houses, proficiency of bronze metallurgy and bronze weapon and production tool
manufacturing, proficiency of swimming and boat racing, and had folk customs such as teeth chiseling, hair
shortening and tattooing. The dual-shoulder stone axes, stepped stone adzes and stone moulds used to cast
bronze battle-axes unearthed from Hedishan and Maidixiang ruins as well as bronze weapons and potteries
with kui and ‘K ” character patterns unearthed from Wubeiling and Dieshishan ruins of Shekou, Nanshan are

all cultural symbols of Ancient Yue Minority.

In recent years, Nanshan Museum has collected a large number of bronze wares produced by Ancient Yue
Minority, including bronze weapons of large quantity, wide variety and rich cultural connotation were rare
among the same kind of museums, hence they have become classical collections of Nanshan Museum. More
praiseworthily, Nanshan Museum has organized well-known Chinese experts on Baiyue minority cultures and
palacography to interpret these unearthed bronze wares edit, and publish Studies of Bronze Weapons of Ancient Yie
People Collected by Nanshan Museum. This research achievement has made prominent the values of such bronze
wares of Ancient Yue Minority in history, art and science, and laid academic foundations to hold a Special

Exhibition of Bronze Weapons of Ancient Yue Minority Collected by Nanshan Museum.
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For a city, a museum plays vital roles in building a civilized society. In the same sense, collections and exhibitions
of classical cultural relics are extraordinarily significant to enhance a museum’s fame. On November 10, 2016,
President Xi Jinping pointed out in his congratulatory letter to UNESCO High Level Forum on Museums
(Shenzhen) that “Museums are important palaces to protect and transmit human civilization as well as bridges
to link the past, present and future, and have special significances in promotion of global cultural exchange and

borrowing .
Associates of Nanshan Museum are expected to safeguard such “palace™ and make contributions to protect and
transmit cultural heritages.

Zhou Baomin, the vice-director of Department of Publicity of CPC Nanshan, Shenzhen Committee and

the director of Nanshan Culture and Sports Administration

Shenzhen, Spring Festival 2017
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Foreword II

Nanshan is a beautiful and modern coastal urban district with profound cultural traditions. It is famous for
its Wubeiling Shang and Zhou dynasties ruins that were once appraised as one of “China’ s top 10 new
archeological findings”, marine trade history of over 2,000 years, urban construction history of over 1,700 years,
Guangfu immigrant history of over 800 years, coast defense history of over 600 years and Hakka immigrant
history of over 300 years. Nantou Ancient Town is the root of history of Shenzhen and Hong Kong. Today,
Nanshan ranks the first in China in terms of regional incubation and is appraised as the strongest “Silicon

Valley™ style region in China.

Nanshan Museum is a new museum with lots of modern facilities but less cultural relics. A museum should be
built with predefined function orientation in order to collect appropriate cultural relics of exhibits. We have
invited well-known domestic cultural relics and museum experts for two times to make proposals. They pointed
out that Nanshan Museum should be built into a comprehensive and modern museum full of chorographic
features; should narrate those wonderful tales over the past 5,000 years of Nanshan and its recent history of
reforms and opening-up with “The Nanshan Story”as the base; should exhibit collected featured cultural relics
series successively; should irregularly sponsor exhibitions of excellent cultural relics unearthed both at home and
abroad so as to turn Nanshan Museum into a carrier of society, history and culture, as well as a public cultural
scene where people can understand the past, consider the present and look forward to the future. Upon the
developed hi-tech advantages ot Nanshan and the lead by IT revolutions, the museum aims to carry out “Internet
+ Chinese civilization™ projects to “activate” the cultural relics, and build a smart museum with dynamic, bi-

directional and diversified communication of objects, men and data as the core.

In light of the function orientation of Nanshan Museum, we have confirmed what items we are going to
collect. First, we are going to continuously add more cultural relics exhibits to Tales of Nanshan, integrate
cultural relics resources from the past archeological findings of Nanshan, and negotiate to introduce those
cultural relics in earlier archeological investigations and findings of Nanshan by Shenzhen Museum and
its Archeological Verification Institute, such as those cultural relics unearthed in Wubeiling, Xiangnancun,
Maidixiang, Dieshishan, Honghuayuan and Nantou Ancient Town. Next, we are going to attach more focus
to collection of cultural relics of ancient Yue People. Nanshan was a region with booming culture of ancient
Yue People, so the excellent cultural relics of ancient Yue People will be collected, in particular bronze wares,
from a wide area as far as Nanyue in Pearl River, Dongjiang, Beijiang River basins and Leizhou Peninsula,
Xi’ ou, Luoyue and Yelang in Xijiang River basin, and even Dianpu, Ganyue and Minyue, in order to form
a bronze ware cultural relics series of ancient Yue People as our features. Then, we are going to collect cultural
relics related with the marine Silk Road and marine culture. Blue ocean is the bottom color of the history and
culture of Nanshan, which in turn are closely related with the marine Silk Road and marine culture. So, we

are going to collect pottery, porcelain and metal cultural relics related with overseas communication and trade
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