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In the first place is a square enclosed with a wall and deep ditch;each
side of the square being eight miles in length, and having at an equal
distance from each extremity an entrance-gate, for the concourse of people
resorting thither from all quarters. Within this enclosure there is, on the
four sides, an open space one mile in breadth, where the troops are
stationed. This is bounded by a second wall, enclosing a square of six
miles, having three gates on the south side, and three on the north, the
middle portal of each being larger than the other two, and always kept
shut, excepting on the occasions of the emperor's entrance or departure.
Those on each side always remain open for the use of common passengers.

In the middle of each division of these walls is a handsome and
spacious building, and consequently within the enclosure there are eight
such buildings, in which are deposited the royal military stores; one
building being appropriated to the reception of each class of stores. Thus,
for instance, the bridles, saddles, stirrups, and other furniture serving for
the equipment of cavalry, occupy one storehouse; the bows, strings,
quivers, arrows, and other articles belonging to archery, occupy another;
cuirasses, corselets, and other armour formed of leather, a third
storehouse; and so of the rest.

Within this walled enclosure there is still another, of great thickness,



and its height is full twenty-five feet. The battlements or notched parapets
are all white. This also forms a square four miles in extent, each side being
one mile, and it has six gates, disposed like those of the former enclosure.
It contains in like manner eight large buildings, similarly arranged, which
are appropriated to the wardrobe of the emperor. The spaces between the
one wall and the other are ornamented with many handsome trees, and
contain meadows in which are kept various kinds of beasts, such as stags,
the animals that yield the musk, roe-bucks, fallow-deer, and others of the
same class. Every interval between the walls, not occupied by buildings, is
stocked in this manner. The pastures have abundant herbage. The roads
across them being raised three feet above their level, and paved, no mud
collects upon them, nor rainwater settles, but on the contrary runs off,
and contributes to improve the vegetation.

Within these walls, which constitute the boundary of four miles,
stands the palace of the Great Khan, the most extensive that has ever yet
been known. It reaches from the northern to the southern wall, leaving
only a vacant court, where persons of rank and the military guards pass and
repass. It has no upper floor, but the roof is very lofty. The paved
foundation or platform on which it stands is raised ten spans above the level
of the ground, and a wall of marble, two paces wide, is built on all sides.
This wall serves as a terrace, where those who walk on it are visible from
without. Along the exterior edge of the wall is a handsome balustrade,
with pillars, which the people are allowed to approach. The sides of the
great halls and the apartments are ornamented with dragons in carved work
and gilt, figures of warriors, of birds, and of beasts, with representations
of battles. The inside of the roof is contrived in such a manner that nothing
besides gilding and painting presents itself to the eye.

On each of the four sides of the palace there is a grand flight of marble
steps, by which you ascend from the level of the ground to the wall of
marble which surrounds the building, and which constitute the approach to
the palace itself.

The grand hall is extremely long and wide, and admits of dinners
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being there served to great multitudes of people. The palace contains a
number of separate chambers, all highly beautiful, and so admirably
disposed that it seems impossible to suggest any improvement to the
system of their arrangement. The exterior of the roof is adorned with a
variety of colors, red, green, azure, and violet, and the sort of covering is
so strong as to last for many years. The glazing of the windows is so well
wrought and so delicate as to have the transparency of crystal.

In the rear of the body of the palace there are large buildings
containing several apartments, where is deposited the private property of
the monarch, or his treasure in gold and silver bullion, precious stones,
and pearls, and also his vessels of gold and silver plate. Here are likewise
the apartments of his wives and concubines;and in this retired situation he
dispatches business with convenience, being free from every kind of
interruption.

On the other side of the grand palace, and opposite to that in which
the emperor resides, is another palace, in every respect similar,
appropriated to the residence of Chinghis, his eldest son, at whose court
are observed all the ceremonials belonging to that of his father, as the
prince who is to succeed to the government of the empire. Not far from the
palace, on the northern side, and about a bow-shot distance from the
surrounding wall, is an artificial mount of earth, the height of which is full
a hundred paces, and the circuit at the base about a mile. It is covered with
the most beautiful evergreen trees; for whenever his Majesty receives
information of a handsome tree growing in any place, he causes it to be dug
up, with all its roots and the earth about them, and however large and
heavy it may be, he has it transported by means of elephants to this
mount, and adds it to the verdant eollection. Because the trees on this hill
are always green, it has acquired the name of the Green Mount.

On its summit is erected an ornamental pavilion, which is likewise
entirely green. The view of this altogether, — the mount itself, the trees,
and the building, form a delightful and at the same time a wonderful scene.

In the northern quarter also, and equally within the precincts of the city,



there is a large and deep excavation, judiciously formed, the earth from
which supplied the material for raising the mount. It is furnished with
water by a small rivulet, and has the appearance of a fish-pond, but its use
is for watering the cattle.

The stream passing from thence along an aqueduct, at the foot of the
Green Mount, proceeds to fill another great and very deep excavation
formed between the private palace of the emperor and that of his son
Chinghis and the earth from hence equally served to increase the elevation
of the mount.

In this latter basin there is great store and variety of fish, from which
the table of his Majesty is supplied with any quantity that may be wanted.

The stream discharges itself at the opposite extremity of the piece of
water, and precautions are taken to prevent the escape of the fish by
placing gratings of copper or iron at the places of its entrance and exit. It is
stocked also with swans and other water birds. From the one palace to the
other there is a communication by means of a bridge thrown across the

water. Such is the description of this great palace.

Excerpted from The Travels of Marco Polo.1926: Ch. 10. New
York/London: W. W. Norton & Company.
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