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Introductory Notes

We are living in an era of cultural collision and cultural fusion between China and
the West. Sages of the past, both from China and the West, went to great lengths to ex-
plore the substance of human nature and tried to understand the world surrounding them.
Civilizations in different space and time share some commonalities in belief and culture,
like emphasizing moralities, pursuing science, and cherishing rationality, among other
things.

A life without self-reflection is not worth living. Today, people remember and pay
tribute to those sages of the past, not because of their power and wealth but due to their
knowledge, thoughts and the outstanding contribution they made to the progress of human
civilization. On the dark sky of human history, they are like scattered shining stars that
guide the later generations with their wisdom.

China is experiencing exponential changes. Only by inheriting the excellent tradi-
tional Chinese culture, learning with open-mindedness from other cultures, and changing
the mind of our citizens with wisdom from the whole world can we stand firmly in the fam-
ily of nations.

The thoughts of sages of the past, especially the human solicitude in their works,
can help the readers improve their inner wellbeing. For most people, however, reading
those big and indigestible classic books is a daunting challenge. On the other hand, those
interpretative books about classics tend to fall short of depth.

Today, people lost their enthusiasm to read classics and humanities research is con-
fined to the Ivory Tower. Under such a circumstance, Mr. Li Huaping authored the Open
Thought Series with his unmatched talents and imagination. By conducting “ dialogues”
with 100-plus sages and philosophers both of the east and the west, the author travels
back to history and make in-depth interpretations of their thoughts with simple language.
In this series of books, the author “sit” side by side with those sages and philosophers,
“listen” to their preaching, and “engage” in their debates. Through in-depth exchanges

with those philosophical and cultural giants, the author shares his profound views on the
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world and life. This series of books is outstanding with its succinct content and simple
language, by which the author interprets those abstract and philosophical theories and
makes the quintessence of classics more understandable to ordinary readers. In this
process, the author is open and inclusive to very diverse arguments.

In these dialogues, the author shows his strong inclination toward critical thinking
and the awareness of self-criticism. As one saying goes, those that look nice might not be
trustworthy while those that are trustworthy might not look nice. The author does not take
the arguments of sages for granted but scrutinize them with critical thinking. With a One
Question One Response format, the author’s skepticism and critical thinking generate
many sparks of thought. The author did a great job by narrowing the distance between the
readers and those great thinkers who once lived in the remote past. He asks them ques-
tions that have long baffled him and possibly many like-minded readers. The “responses”
from these great thinkers, on the other hand, are simple but thought-provoking. In these
generally friendly exchanges, readers can detect the wit and wisdom of the sages and the
author. What an enlightening journey!

This series of books is based on the author’s painstaking researches on philosophy,
criminology, political economy, and international relations in the past two decades. The
author has published a list of influential books including Beyond 2012 ; the World Crisis
and Choices of Humankind, Under the Heaven, Dialogues with History, Reforming
China, The Chinese Road, The Universe is Alive, My Thinking in the past Two Decades ,
On Big Powers, and The Era of Wisdom etc. In particular, Under the Heaven was desig-
nated by the Central Office for International Publicity as one of the three must-read books
for civil service exam while the other two books are respectively The Guideline of Chinese
History by Mr. Qian Mu and A Short History of Chinese Philosophy by Feng Youlan, a fa-
mous Chinese philosopher. Such an honor attests to the theoretical contributions and prac-
tical values of Mr. Li Huaping’s works. The author is an innovative and courageous chal-
lenger. In this series of books, he introduces and interprets the thoughts of some world-
class thinkers, straddling a wide range of disciplines including political science, philoso-
phy, the history, economics, physics, chemistry, and biology, ete. The author’s research
focuses on the long history and is interdisciplinary indeed. By so doing, he helps break the

fences among different disciplines. Such a methodology attests to his tremendous amounts of
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reading and extensive knowledge on the one hand and demonstrates the shared concerns for
the progress and fate of the humankind by social sciences and natural science on the other.
At first glance, the author’s research seems unprofessional. As it turns out, however, he
tremendously extends the scope and depth of his research through inference and analogy.
The author is sensitive to the trend of this era and the reality. He concentrates on the latest
academic development in the west. For example, he introduces and comments on the thought
of Foucault (a philosopher), Hawking (a physician), Paul Krugman (an economist) and
Lovelock (an environmentalist). Focusing on the thoughts of those thinkers who once in-
fluenced the trajectory of humankind and with an eye on the evolution of their ideas, the
author is deeply concerned with the progress and development of China. As one saying
goes, we should adapt ancient things for present purposes on the one hand and learn from
foreign countries for China’s benefits on the other. The culture of each nation is an inte-
gral component of the human civilization. Only through emancipating the minds, broade-
ning the perspectives, refreshing the ideas, and critically learning from the cultures and
thoughts of other nations that once made a difference in history can one country develop
itself.

Lenin once argues that one cannot become a Communist without assimilating the
wealth of knowledge amassed by mankind. The culture of a nation cannot separate itself
from the human civilization. In retrospect, we can see the evolution of human civilization
from the closeness, isolation, and dislocation of the primitive era to the openness and in-
terdependence of today. The culture of a nation, no matter how advanced it could be,
must nourish itself from the positive elements of the world culture; otherwise, it cannot
develop and prosper. We are entering a new era, in which idea exchanges among the peo-
ple are becoming unprecedentedly extensive, in-depth and instant. We should know more
about and learn from the advanced cultures of other nations. By so doing, we can borrow
the merits of others and then better understand both the history and ourselves. Only those
nations that enjoy the world-class thoughts and wisdom can become pacesetters in the
world. The development and progress of modern society would become impossible if the
nationals of a country are kept ignorant. This new era endows us a promising prospect to
integrate the Chinese and foreign cultures and enjoy the abundant fruits of cultural colli-

sion. It is also our historical mission to inherit and refresh our culture.



Biography of the Author

Li Huaping was born in Shuyang County, Jiangsu Province in 1965. He got the
bachelor of laws from the Political Education Department of Nanjing Normal University in
June 1988. In January 1991, he got a master degree of laws from the Law Department of
China University of Political Science and Law. He once worked for the General Office of
the CPC Central Committee and Xinhua News Agency, among other things. As a lawyer,
Li Huaping is also a member of China Law Society.

With academic interests in a list of fields like political science, the history, philoso-
phy, jurisprudence, ecriminology, religious studies, intellectual history, sociology,
natural science, and archeology etc., he has published over 20 articles on some Chinese
Social Sciences Citation Index journals like Tribune of Political Science and Law, Legal
Science , Science of Law, Law Science Magazine etc. One of his magnum opuses is Several
Issues on Human Rights; A Perspective from Philosophy of Right.

Li Huaping is the author to a list of books, including Reforming China, The Chinese
Road, Beyond 2012; The World Crisis and Choices of Humankind, Under the Heaven ,
Dialogues with History, My Thinking in the Past Two Decades, The Universe is Alive,
On Big Powers: A Dialogue with History, The Era of Wisdom, and Open Ideas (15 Vol-

umes).



P Wk - RE - P

FRPAEHOBCEATILAT, AR2HRY GrANTHTE) 5T
B, dod, EBHTAER “FFHHGA" AELEFE, A LRSI A
ERBR, RRKRER

X+ AERGHBLARD BTG TE" 95X, FERAZIHF K
ENHCEAFAART, RARAFA S EF LA #GH X B A, 124
FPERARAFTRY, LEATRBEMBRNEM, LSARALE, REFIE,
A, IRBEEHBX, EXEXFERTLABGOUELE, F422H, —AIMALA
MBS, RSB T R 200 RANAFLHLAH, AHFZR, RAMTE
Hiedkth, —ARRIG R,

WL+ ARGEF, RALRILTRSANAFHAP, S, Kk, T,

HAAER, AWML FLFLEN (FEFR—FH 2044 FAH B
WER), E0FFHHL, BT 2L EABYER, RBETRNGEILE
BAE, NBTRANGTFEZH, BikT 60 A FH, RFRMNEHEE—
AKWNFFHRPHETRT 202 EFHEFEGLE, TRA-KRFHER
kWG ARy AR, —FAF LR, F—FRAEF LR, FTES
ksoit, FRBIIFF), —MAGHEAAR, FTREATA, IRTELHA,
SR RADT | TG AN X A S iR 6 R ) '

EARARE, WERA “HWRAE”, RRFOF LI LADIAFA LM
HEXTHK, TR, RMNEARRAZHRR KB LERT —KF, (2R R4%
BAMEIEKES TAE, A2 ELBNAR Y, EHSRAR, AEHE
i, AIC 2% TR, AL EMiEd, “TFROTHA" TUAASANRLER
FAAEAMG TR, HELAB AT, FHALR, ALHARLLEZHK



R2Z2E: NEBEZKR

2B,

RERTH, WRAPEGAL, RAALRAETHAXYBEMNAL, “AHEL
HABR RAAC, AFEFAEE+FE, FBFLEXG i, LEAE
AAE, BT AR E, BEERGE, FRIEW, e RAFRART
PEOEEARAF, RRABFTHAIHFiEoiiF KL F, 245, 8F
F,oEF REF CEFE LWPELARGEFERAN, EHF SHAERX
TEELEREFLAMGITEP, ESHANBEFTHALHFE, EAMNET R
R A8 B & Ak,

FhFAERFEICGERFHELE, PHBGEXRFHELAF I ENFL
FEHL SRR YL, BB H

AAH R,

2017412 A1 H



F?::: iﬁﬁgg ﬁQ?E{E

A, RBEERBRAE, WARIL KRG, AGREAHF AL, ERY
W40 LA BAER, REFREFREARND 2L A, 20 BERE & O IEH
HEF20%EL, BAERFELH50920%4E, NABYHKLETERT 25%4
., AR, FHREAMY—, AFEFTEMPHRRILE, Rbm, RZ
£, RAYH—HYRP—HBREFHX; EH5HALEH, FTHERL, 2oL
REFHF, WAARBRLLESA L RAFZa, AFERHEN, AH—A,
BAMBETAHKE, RENAAGKBEAXLG S S A&, Bk Fs
@A ARE, RAAERETAGKE, AXFTTUMARGE LR ETA
AN, EAFM, RAE—AFFEM, LA-ANAFEEAM, AKX, XA
s d, RAACHRAFLBH, B8, RABHFAOEE, ZHABRE
#H, 8%, ARAFLA, REEFLL, ik,

A, BRERAL, REAMAES, Afoitie, R—A—AHA, —
BHAHRY R A —AA “BRGHGER" (ERFR) EHEHTHRGE X4k
FRAANNE, EAXBRFRLHANE, RERALFHAL, FHS &,
A, HE, ERFikdnBibte ARFMe L its2, AHM, LELTA

EERHLARA, ik, TARRBHRE I, B8, HAAHKA, £
AL A, ERARER, AT RE TR E—neh Lo L4 oh—
W, ERABBMGER, NMEMZRAFTHRAELLRSY, EREHIFHILA
by SN CHRET R RIET, BAATHATRE N REMT AN



RzE: HERBZIK

A, AHILT K-8k, K, #, LERESHKRMN, RN, N, AR
Z AR FAFH ALK, RETEAMBECRERALET, SAAFLANA
ARAGRA, mALAEMRR, BRTRT, RERIS,

AR ApR, RIRFEMH, KT T RHMSRGBH, HH5, AR
AAHFZER, AXRRw A RRNL2ENLESE, AFAER, FEAMNRE, &
BAMKAESR, Tk, 45 H 1k, REFASPIATES, BAIRAEFALLA
11, weifdith, SARESRL, LRERFRF, —FREF—FA, £—F
XA, F—FAmL, F—F5BHE,. CHZA G, FHHEMR, KLRXFR, &
o, SRAAREY, 2R EFMRAPREHER, LB, BAR Fiud,
HohZ &, TAZE, ARIAHER, ELERE, SHERABIY, REARY
Mg, eREXTHGIML, ARBEFAY (HAASRAITA) AF
(Z&E) IALE (RookB) itk LB, b, AFXTREK, FARE,
HAERL —FAFA MR TRG AR, ZERZAGLREREE, £fT—
FER, REMNRELR, REZAM, BE, T, BRid, RAREFTALLA
kK, REAGAEG WM& FEAER, RAFAHES, RMEABLF
A RF, FMEALRGPPFEAEL LR, MTABALE, HRAEHE L4beh
BfatA, AR, EM—FHER, FHEAHE, FAaEA, FAGRAL, R
FHETEIAKRF R, $REMT, LAKLZBEZEREGH EALA,

EHRAAMEKR, BAMAFUAEE, EHRIHEGEFRES, RZH,

FhERA—, AMEHALRIFBEORET “FHLE" HRABTE,
HRGBAEER, RHAXY LA, RZ, EXEMFT, BEREHNE
A, REYLREARGRAE, RTZ, CRLLA “FEMH” H “FEH”
GHebiE, LAAER, B, A, AAREBAGALKREIBRAIFAARKT,
fARBEFER “EARAR", A, SRACRARAGAMN R @ALD LA
&, dmi, AR, AEME, peh, JEBR, B% RBEALLEY ARLERER
Yo, ERAMEAAAFAIHFELLE, ANAZGHRE. RROEF, —
A, ARALABBTERAKRFRT, EREZFRMNENTE, RETaHRIF
AHRBHEDEHR “AARXTGERARILR “HFAXTAEARANEL" 3 H

« 10



“RARTERPHERE",

LR PRERG R AEATLRAY FEMT R CREMR, FFR
FHFHFL LR “FREEL K REMEEIL, AMARA, ARE
FEFER, XE L O ELRAF 2 ELARSEFEFER, SRl (M)
ARFFTEHABEIL AT FIA, Fodl, T—FHERAGALKHL
M, FREAN (REZFARRE, BERS, ARESE, FAER) AEHERPIE
B FEH (REHABER, £AF, R, LEAKE) HARE, 2BRERGF
A B B B IE AR B R IR PTG RN R, R et A — R AN
HREEE A RRFARZ BRI G—FEFER; Rl XL LI 19
#R, ZHF FEREAT BN E Y AR TR, FoilA KN
“ERFLR” B “UFFLET AR,

A, BEARAMEL, B8, BAGREREE, AHBE, KL EHAH
Wi, AKiEABARLEN T ERER,

AWGE K, ROPFE TS AEGREF st FusbFEGRAE, RIF
BEFAEEZILMER, LMEBGAMEE)L, £BEM, REMET, $IT
., Rk, BRRE, A3, #0886, £AILFx, LS8k, 245
oy ROMFAETHERIBAGRARABZEHN A RBATAE RAB G, 25,
EF SR, kE, mH AbiES HEREPAR, TR, HF, EF, B
RESRPF—RINNMBELLBARANEHASAZNNAEXE, AL
ARe AL, ARMELRMEBIE, RAABRALH, AHBERTHRRE—AN
P EHRE,

Rk, ARZRELERANRATANGEREAIL. F—RAHERI, A
EEERIN HEEH, EFERBNFLGHM “ARTHHRAE" Rik—
EHRIFOSAEE, AF—RKEN, AR THRPELG TS, LA LA
RAXORTROE —REBR, FRAHEAIA, 2k 14—16 H2HEM, P
B, RIBHWAEABLTIAMBRIALERARGELERAELEN, &

« 17 -



RZE: HEBBZRK

BXELAFALENE (e, 2T, hadh, KFFH, kAN =
ERF) hBARAL, HARAELLT - BEFTHAE (“EWAd” & “BR
MR ) HRBMMIES, FE—RReANFENTFE—pey PRl &,
FEZRAGEI, LAERN, BEEKKMNYBRREEES (HEME, KR
#.WBTF, PR, RiE, EAM, BALF), A “RBEAR" BRKA “Biib
B, A kBT BRRT ALY, A “RET RRAT “F47, KARAHN
BUARBALLHNET —RIEAW A M* FHEREORESLLHAER
PRATHA, FORANAR, £ “kHROEHRAAL",; ZEHRGLH, &
SRR —BAAR RN, RERRIERGEES A, £ “SEReL”
898 A RGBT, A, HAREAEE, Rt —FERMAHK, L%k
AR AF AL, BEAKY 10 F—30 FF3, ARREANG R KKK, —AHE
GEBEAKY | FHEMGHEBHRTN, AERFM “KMEHA" Sk “ Bk
FHT, WARHRURTLFAERAARARZH T HEM, B kL
W) B E LR BAab B, FTVA, PR “h MO ERLIN ZEHAEKRENT
BhR3phon B, REBFLFFh—K—%4, HEit, HARLARNTA
BHHGERAETMHE R, FPERANELAL, RARFAHGLIL; ARFAR
Rikfe ALK, “JEENEY, JEFURE, JEBRUWURZ, 5B
NE#L, S¥EahlEad, YFRFUERF" (EBB); Frd, sTRKR
FAHETHFTR, AFR, FORERFRA G EAHRRY, SERHAHA
AL EZR, BMmETL, HRALKRFANEH LR ETHEHblL FiH
ok, APLESTRARFARLGAMAR Zthint it BB P PR d R,
FARAGEIL, REFAHEL, BREASALZRAGARERESHAER
QR ARIN, RAKSES LA, BAMSHALRSERE, RFAHLER
AR ERETHRA D RER O T AGHRAFad, IFSAME Ao £ IR
8, AFH, FREEAF L ELE, AT, LTHAEATTHELIL
FARTEGEGHIAMNARRGIFBERR LGP RBBLE R,

BET, BIFFAFIBALA R LEFAHSR (LFRESKR) A0, R
AAT AR LRL I P GET— AL, A& T “ASE” AR,
ZARE TAT AT AAEMIAR, AL, TLRBATALTARAAGLIA,

v 12



