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Abstract

This book is an attempt to conduct a commentary study on the
thoughts of Alvin Plantinga (1932 — ), a contemporary American
analytic philosopher. We will focus on the narration and pectination of
Plantinga’s own ideas, plus our objective evaluation and comment. Our
aim is to demonstrate Plantinga’s sensitive consciousness on philosophi-
cal questions, unique angle of observation and strict argumentation by
an objective, authentic and comparatively overall way, and in a hope
to pave a stone on the way for Chinese scholars to get a better under-
standing to Plantinga’s thoughts.

Thus, in line with such a purpose, the whole book will be divid-
ed into six chapters, except for the introduction,

In the first chapter, we mainly introduce the autobiography of Pla-
ntinga, and we pay special attentions to the development of his spiritu-
al journey and academic thoughts, and will show his heavy complex on
apologetics.

The Second Chapter aims to interpret the contents of the Nature of
Necessity, because his thoughts on metaphysics of modality is the be-
ginning stage of his whole thoughts, and lay a solid philosophical and
theoretical foundation for the maturity of his warrant thoughts. In this
book, Plantinga aims to build up a way to talk about actual world
based on possible worlds, that is, a thing can exist in many possible
worlds at a same time, and actual world is only one of them, and it is
an obtained world. This way brings an innovation in epistemology: our

visions cannot be limited in the empirical reference to the actual world ,
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but also can be broadened other possible worlds, for they are also of
reality, which should be given meaning by some sort of affection. But
the possible worlds can also be the objects of our cognition, for they
are also part of our real existence. So we need to analyze how affection
or emotion lead a different mode of life. Plantinga is the role model on
this kind of epistemology, so his idea is worthy to be valued. It is not
difficult for us to see, his complex of apologetics is his starting point to
analyze the epistemic activities as a Christian. So the key to interprete
his philosophy of religion is to pay sufficient attention to the usage of
his own faith (or a strong affection of belief) on his philosophical argu-
mentation. So this is the central concern for Plantinga: Will Christian
Beliefs deserve a legal station on Epistemology? His trilogy, after all,
is to solve such a problem.

So from Chapter Three to Chapter Five, we will focus on an com-
prehensive introduction | comments and analysis on his thoughts of
warrant, especially his epistemology and Philosophy of Christianity :

Chapter Three mainly focused on the first volume Warrant: the
Current Debate, in which Plantinga tries to criticise the building of
epistemology based on justification. So we further divide several sec-
tions to discuss Plantinga’s criticism on internalism of deontological jus-
tification ( Classical Chisholmian Internalism ) and axiological justifi-
cation ( post-classical Chisholmian Internalism) , and foundationalism
and coherentism ( especially BonJourian Coherentism) , and External-
ism (mainly, Reliablism), He thinks the viewpoints of internalism
and externalism are both unsteady, for if a man’s cognitive faculty does
not function properly, then deontological justification, axiological jus-
tification and classical foundationalism and coherentism will expose
their defects in argument. So the key point should be emphasized on the
proper function of one’s cognitive faculty, which is also the focus of his
second book of the trilogy, that is, Warrant and Proper Function.

Chapter Four mainly describes the contents of the second

book Warrant and Proper Function, and we put emphasis on Plantinga’s
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Proper Functionalism. We begin to discuss all beliefs about memory,
other persons and testimony, perception, a priori knowledge, induc-
tion, etc, correspond to the four conditions of warrant, so all of them
can be regarded as basic beliefs and be accepted without being based
on other propositional evidence.

Chapter Five mainly discusses the third book Warranted Christian
Belief. In this chapter, we will emphasize on the proposition that
whether Christian belief is warranted or not. He proposes A/C model to
show sense divination can be used as cognitive process, by which be-
lief of theism is warranted; but for the sake of the bad influence of sin
on cognitive system, he extended A/C model to show the special part
of Christian belief is warranted. Meanwhile, we also describe some ob-
jections and defeaters ( such as Pluralism, Suffering, evil and theod-
icy ) to Plantinga’s thoughts and also Plantinga respond to them. In
this part, we will employ method of Existential Analysis to check how
Plantinga use his concept to do philosophical argumentation influenced
by his faith.

In Conclusion, we summarize Plantinga’s thoughts on metaphysics
of modality, epistemology and religious epistemology and gives an ob-
jective evaluation and ihen, in the end, we try to give a response to

Plantinga’s warrant from the perspective of Confucianism.

Key Words: Plantinga; Metaphysics of Modality; Warrant;
Epistemology; Reformed Epistemology; Christian Belief
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