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1. Father’s Day
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People in many countries have a special day to
honor fathers. In the United States, that day is al-
ways the third Sunday of the month of June this

Sunday, Ray Freeman tells us about how Father’ s

Day began.

Sonoil Lewis Smart Dodd got the idea for Fa-
ther’s Day in 1909. She was living in the city of
Spokane in the state of Washington. She was lis-
tening to a religious( 5% #{ #) ) message about
Mother’s Day, and decided that fathers should be
recognized, too. She especially wanted to honor her
own father. Her father, William Jackson Smart,
had raised (¥ 5% ) his six children by himself after
his wife had died. Mrs. Dodd asked religious
leaders in the city of Spokane to help. She asked
clergy (4 Ui ) in Spokane to honor fathers on the



first Sunday in June, her own father’s birthday. But
the clergy did not give speeches honoring fathers
until 2 weeks later, the third Sunday in June.
Sonoil Dodd’s campaign was successful. The first
Father’s Day in the United States was celebrated in
the city of Spokane, Washington on June 19, 1910.

The idea of a date to honor fathers quickly
spread to other parts of the country. In 1924,
President Calvin Coolidge said Americans should
honor their fathers on the third Sunday in June. He
said the day should be used to establish better re-
lations between fathers and their children, and to
remind fathers of their responsibilities. As the years
passed, many efforts were made to make the day an
official national holiday. Finally in 1972, President
Rechard Nixon signed the law making Father’s Day
an official observance( JK # 77 H ) in the United
States.

This Sunday American families will celebrate
Father’s Day. Many will celebrate by gathering for a

dinner, or an outdoor picnic. Others may do special
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things for father on this day. They may prepare the
foods he likes best, play games, or see a movie with
him. And most fathers will receive cards and gifts
from their children.

s

1. When do Americans celebrate Father’s Day §
today?
A. On June 19.
B. On the first Sunday in June.

C. On the second Sunday in June.
D. On the third Sunday in June.
2. People in the city of Spokane first celebrate
Father’s Day ____ .
A. on June 19

B. on the first Sunday in June |

C. on the second Sunday in June
D. on the third Sunday in June
3. After her mother had died, Mrs. Dodd’s

E——
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father ____.

A. prepared breakfast for the children

B. brought the children up

C. bought the children clothes

D. asked the children to help him everyday

4. Father’s Day became a national holiday in

A. 1910
B. 1924 |
C. 1972
D. 1992

5. On Father’s Day most children in the United
States will

A. prepare breakfast for their father
play football with their father

B.
C. go to see a movie with their father
D.

give their father a gift 4
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2. Families without Father
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Father is a very formal word today. Most peo-
ple use the word dad or daddy instead. On Father’s
Day children might take their dad out for a meal.
They might send a greeting card, or call on a tele-
phone, or they might buy him a present. Not all
children, however, will see or speak with their dad
on father’ s day. Studies say about 24% of Ameri-
can children live in a family without father. This is
3 times more than in 1960. Back then only 8% of
children lived in a family without father.

One reason is the increasing children born to
women who are not married. Often the fathers of
these children do not earn enough money to suppdi't
their family. They may not have enough education to
get a good job. They may not know how to be a good
parent. Studies show that children growing up

5



M'QA_

without father are more likely to be poor. They are
more likely to leave school before completing their
education. And they are more likely to become in-
volved in crime or illegal drugs.

In some American communities almost half the
families do not have a father living at home. Chil-
dren in these communities may grow up to believe
that father is not important. However, experts agree
that fathers are important for families. They say
fathers provide emotional support that seems to help
children develop better. Several organizations in the
United States are trying to improve this situation.
Leaders of this fatherhood movement met in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota last October. They discussed a
number of programs that are being developed to
solve the problem. These programs offer young men
information and support to help them become re-
sponsible fathers.

( Music Bridge)

Another reason for the large number of Amer-

ican families without fathers is the increasing



