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The Kitchen

To a woman, the kitchen is her point of departure; it’s her refuge as well.

The pristine white chinaware, in varied arcs and shapes, sparkles gracefully in
the kitchen, their delicate, dense lines visible in the fading murky twilight. The
tiled walls and floors, giving an appearance of open space, arouse associations
of beauty in a woman that immediately bring a tear to her eyes. At the opportune
moment, the port and claret in their slender-necked bottles often make her lips
crimson or even dark purple, and her breathing heavy. The round tongues of flames
constantly lick at the gas stove, glowing incandescent blue in the light. The gravy
of stewing meat slips over the side and down onto the iron grill and, with a sizzle
of the pan, its fragrance, rich and pervasive, wafts upward permeating the room
with clouds of white steam. Lettuce and celery, after cooking, reflect light green
into her eyes; red rice porridge and corn custard paint the room with mauves and
yellows....

The colors, aromas, and tastes of the kitchen quietly record the life of this
woman. Yet she has no idea why the kitchen has always been feminine, and she
never bothered to ponder it. When the right time comes, she instinctively walks
into the kitchen just as her mother always did. It’s the natural way.

One summer evening this year, after an unexpected thunder shower, the

sweltering heat and the clamor of the city were all swept away by gusts of wind.
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The Kitchen

The world quieted down. A fiery setting sun unhurriedly burned above the flyover,
shafts of red light randomly shimmering over this woman called Zhi Zi. She
was bustling about the kitchen, her trim figure, silhouetted against the golden
sunset, simply dazzling the eye when viewed from afar. In a cheerful mood, she
deftly bustled about and, at intervals between chopping, washing, and cooking,
repeatedly lifted her gaze to look out the window facing west. The setting sun,
which seemed to share a tacit understanding with her, affectionately glanced back
through the foliage of the magnolia tree standing by the window.

And so Zhi Zi’s gaze melted in a blaze of radiance, moist and tender.

The kitchen was not hers, but that of a man. She was trying in a hundred and
one ways to show her love for the man in her kitchen language. |

A mandarin fish, scored horizontally and vertically, was garnished with
shredded garlic, onion, and ginger, then placed in a steamer over a roaring fire.
Cabbage and lotus root, glossy and beaded from being rinsed with water, waited
in graceful disorder to be tossed with salad dressing. Steam was spilling over
through the gap between the stainless steel pot and its lid. Zhi Zi stayed her
hands and, after taking a breath, turned around to look furtively toward the living
room. Through the wide, bright reinforced glass door she caught sight of Song
Ze languidly curled up on a couch, a newspaper hiding most of his face. The man
was of strong build and had long, large limbs, brawny forearms emerging from the
short sleeves of his T-shirt, and shapely legs stretched out casually in blue jeans
pulled tight at the hollows of his knees, displaying the fullness and strength of his
thighs. For no reason at all, she blushed, feeling overcome with an inexplicable
rush of happiness. Immediately she turned away, her eyes already moist with tears,
and hurriedly turned back to the window and to the sun setting outside.

The huge orb of the setting sun, now only halfway visible in the powerful arms
of trees and skyscrapers, was melting away from their passionate kisses. Instantly
she flushed again, brimming with pangs of blind ecstasy.

“I adore this man. I love him.” She muttered deliriously, yet at the same time

felt ashamed to say so.
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The Kitchen

Zhi Zi was a confident iron lady now forty years old. At her age, Cupid does not
descend so easily. With the ravages of time, her sentimental and impressionable
heart had become as hard as thick callus, almost indifferent or apathetic to all men
around her. After years of struggles and knocks, the once fragile, docile girl who
did not know her own mind and easily shed tears, had gradually become tempered
steel, a celebrity in the business world.

Like a rare, exotic flower, this woman, who had become so successful in society,
simply refused to stay in the muddy pond of commerce. Instead, she was bent on
getting back to her greenhouse — the home that she had wilfully and resolutely left
behind.

For reasons unknown, she craved a return to the kitchen, to a home of her own.
On lonely, sleepless nights, the woman, now a success story, felt nostalgic in spite
of herself, longing for the kitchen she had left long before and the ball of light
glowing orange and warm.

In the kitchen, she never feels as stressed as at a banquet, where everyone seems
to wear a false mask and eat without appetite. When she dines at home, there are
no calculations, no forced smiles, no intrigue, and no sexual harassment either
flagrant or stealthy, to say nothing of karaoke blaring in her ears, numbing her
senses, and killing her appetite. At home, the kitchen is warm and cozy. Toward
evening, a huge stainless pot bubbles, exuding clouds of steam smacking of
warmth and intimacy, bringing families together to dine with enjoyment.

What bliss to eat with her folks at home! That is pure and simple
relaxation. However, in her callow, impetuous youth, how could she have known
this? When she broke off her first marriage and walked out, she had only one
thought, “Enough! I’ve just had enough. I can hardly put up with this simple,
boring married life! I loathe the commonplace kitchen and all the utensils in it.”
At the sight of the pots and plates, the salt and sauce, she would curse through her
clenched teeth. It was the repetitious drudgery and trivialities that had dulled her
wisdom, worn away her intelligence, and made it impossible for her, a brilliant

graduate from a prestigious university, to reach her potential. Go! She had to go.
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