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Preface

1

Vikrampura is an important name in Bangladesh history, once being a Jayskandhavara (camp of victory) of
the rulers of Vanga and Samatata region. Present-day locals have been discovering architectural remains,
metal statues, copper plates, terracotta objects, potteries, metal and wooden objects during cultivation,
digging ponds or conducting other activities for a long time. Sculptures, pillars and inscriptions found in
Vikrampura are displayed in Bangladesh National Museum, Dhaka; Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi;
Indian Museum, Kolkata and other museums worldwide. Besides, many accidentally discovered artifacts
are also in personal collections at home and abroad.

Despite several historical accounts and numerous archaeological evidences, no archaeological research,
especially excavation, was conducted in this area for a long time. Nalinikanta Bhattasali, the then Curator
of Dhaka Museum and a son of Vikrampura, attempted to excavate in 1913, yet failed to continue the
initiative. After almost a century, | took the initiative in 2010 for excavation in Vikrampura involving
‘Oitihya Onneswan’ (archaeological research centre) under the leadership of Prof. Sufi Mostafizur
Rahman. From extensive exploration, human settlements are revealed in test trenches at nine places.
Large scale excavation commenced at Raghurampur, under Rampal union of Munshiganj Sadar upazilla

in 2010 to 2013. Part of a large Buddhist Vihara has been discovered so far. It is worth mentioning that this
Vihara is the first of its kind in Vikrampura. *C dating of this Vikrampura Vihara is c. 990 — 1050 AD. During
this time Atisha Dipankara Srijnana, the great son of Vikrampura was alive. In 2013, our archaeologists
started excavation at Nateshwar, revealing dense old bricks and parts of ancient architectures. Expecting
massive archaeological research in Vikrampura region, the Agrashar Vikrampur Foundation proposed the
China-Bangladesh joint excavation plan for financial and technical assistance to the Chinese Embassy in
Bangladesh through Prof. Gowher Rizvi, International Affairs Advisor to the Honorable Prime Minister

of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina in 2013. Under the arrangement of the Chinese Embassy in Bangladesh, the
delegation of Hunan Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology visited Bangladesh from 17th to
22nd April, 2013. They investigated the Raghurampur and Nateshwar sites and decided to cooperate with
Bangladesh team for joint archaeological research.

Since 2014 the joint annual excavation has been continuing under the leadership of Prof. Sufi Mostafizur
Rahman and Prof. Chai Huanbo. Significant discoveries have been made. | must thank the archaeologists
stitude for taking such a quick attempt to publish an interim report. | also thank all the members of Agrasor
Vikrampur Foundation for their kind support. | would like to thank honorable ministers and all government
officials of the Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Ministry of Finance, local administrations of Munshiganj for
their generous help. | acknowledge the financial support of the Ministry of Cultural Affairs, People’s Republic
of Bangladesh and Hunan Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, China. | wish the interim
report will fulfill the long awaiting demand of scholars and readers at home and abroad. For the first time,
we will be able to learn about the rich heritage of Vikrampura through the Interim Report.

Dr.Nooh-Ul- Alam Lenin
President of Agrasor Vikrampur Foundation, Bangladesh
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Preface

The archaeological work in the Vikrampura ancient city has made remarkable achievements through

the arduous efforts of Chinese and Bangladesh archaeologists over five years. Nateshwar: An Interim
Excavation Report (2013 - 2017) of the Vikrampura Ancient City in People’s Republic of Bangladesh is the fruit
of this project and an impressive answer paper under the initiatives of “One Belt and One Road”.
Bangladesh is a friendly neighbor of China, which is located in the junction of the maritime and land silk
roads. In Chinese ancient literature, Bangladesh was called Peng-jia-la, Bang-ge-la, etc. Since Qin and Han
dynasties, friendly exchanges between Bangladesh and China has been recorded. Vikrampura ancient city
was the capital of three dynasties. From archaeological work, Nateshwar is an important religious site
from 8th to 12th centuries AD, unprecedented in scale and architectural characteristics in Bangladesh,
holding great academic value. Also, Vikrampura has an remarkable influence in Tibet as the hometown of
venerable Atisha Dipankara Srijnana. Since 1950s, it has been a key link in China-Bangladesh relations.
Archaeological work in Vikrampura ancient city has just begun, with a long way to go. We are willing to
promote a full cooperation with our Bangladesh counterparts in archaeological excavation, academic
research and archaeological park construction, to share the splendid ancient civilization of Bangladesh and
China’s successful experience in archaeological work. This project will also enhance cultural exchanges
between China and Bangladesh, improving local livelihood, making it a new milestone of friendship
between China and Bangladesh.

Dr.Guo Weimin
Director of Hunan Provincial
Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, China
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Abstract g
—

The Vikrampura ancient city site was discovered by Bangladeshi archaeologists in 2010. In 2013,
Bangladesh archaeologists carried out the archaeological excavation at Nateshwar site for the first time.
From December 2014 to January 2018, the joint archaeological team composed of Agrashar Vikrampur
Foundation in Bangladesh and Hunan Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology in China
successively conducted three large-scale excavations at Nateshwar site. More than five thousand square
meters were exposed and a series of significant results were achieved by the time.

According to the site’s stratigraphy and carbon fourteen dating, two periods were confirmed in Nateshwar
Buddhist settlement. The first period is around between 780 - 950 AD, which was the Deva dynasty
(750 - 800AD) and lasted to early Chandra dynasty (900 — 1050AD). The second period is circa between
950 — 1223AD, when late Chandra, Varman dynasty (1080 - 1150AD) and Sena dynasty (1100 — 1223AD)
successively ruled this region. Their capitals were all located in Vikrampura according to the research

on several copper plate inscription data. The name of Vikrampura, the hometown of venerable Atisha
Dipamkara Srijnana, appeared also in Tibetan historical texts. The discovery of this large-scale Buddhist
site with different functional zones proves the existence of the capital in the text. The earlier features at
Nateshwar site are a complex of stupa court and vihara. The scale of the site, the overall layout and the
characteristic of the single structure are unique in Bangladesh. The main later features are the cruciform
central temple and octagonal stupas dating from 10th to 13th century, which are the typical structure of
Vajrayana Buddhism in Bangladesh. This site will be written into the history of world archaeology as the
last precious heritage of Buddhist center in South Asia subcontinent.
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The plan and section of Temple 2 (pyramid-shaped stupa)

The plan and section of House 1

The plan and section of House 5

The plan and section of Wall 3

The plan of Cruciform Central Temple

The plan and section of Pillared-hall 1, Cruciform Central Temple

The plan and section of Pillar-plinth of Pillared-hall 1, Cruciform Central Temple
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