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Ghe Bedside Classics
of
Workd Litevature, Philosephy and Poychology

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics brings you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud additions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
ninth set of The Bedside Classics are:

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens ¥10.00
Bel-Ami by Guy de Maupassant ¥ 14.00
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky ¥ 35.00
Democracy in America Vol. 1 by Alexis de Tocqueville ¥ 35.00
Don Quixote Volume Il by Miguel de Cervantes ¥36.00
Father Goriot by Honoré de Balzac ¥ 18.00
Gargantua and Pantagruel (First Three Books of Five Books)

by Frangois Rabelais ¥ 36.00
Gulliver's Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World

by Jonathan Swift ¥20.00
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott ¥ 32.00
Lost Hlusions by Honoré de Balzac ¥40.00
My Antonia by Willa Cather ¥ 18.00
Romain Rolland: The Man and His Work by Stefan Zweig ¥ 20.00
The Canterbury Tales by Geoftrey Chaucer ¥36.00

The Red and the Black: A Chronicle of 1830 by Stendhal ¥ 35.00
The She King (Vol. I1 of Two Volumes) translated
by James Legge ¥ 60.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional barcodes on the back
cover. Or call 024-23284321, 024-23284325.



Willa Cather

Willa Sibert Cather (December 7, 1873 - April
24, 1947) was an American writer who achieved
recognition for her novels of frontier life on the Great
Plains, including O Pioneers! (1913), The Song of the
Lark (1915), and My Antonia (1918). In 1923 she was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for One of Ours (1922), a
novel set during World War 1.

Cather grew up in Virginia and Nebraska, and
graduated from the University of Nebraska—Lincoln.
She lived and worked in Pittsburgh for ten years,
supporting herself as a magazine editor and high
school English teacher. At the age of 33 she moved
to New York City, her primary home for the rest of
her life, though she also traveled widely and spent
considerable time at her summer residence on Grand
Manan Island, New Brunswick.
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More classics to be soon published are:

Essays of Michel de Montaigne Volume 2

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare by William
Shakespeare

Lady Chatterley's Lover by D. H, Lawrence

The History Of The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire Volume
4 by Edward Gibbon

The History of Herodotus — Volume 2 by Herodotus

On War — Volume 2 by Carl von Clausewitz

The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 3 of 3) by Arthur Schopenhauer

Menmoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte Volume 2 — Complete by Louis
Anfoine Fauvelet de Bourrienne

Jesus the Christ by James E. Talmage

And many more...



General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
Mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be congratulated
for its foresight and courage in making a new series of
world literary classics ( Bedside Classics) available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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INTRODUCTION

AST summer I happened to be crossing the

plains of lowa in a season of intense heat,
and it was my good fortune to have for a traveling
companion James Quayle Burden—Jim Burden, as we
still call him in the West. He and I are old friends—we
grew up together in the same Nebraska town—and we
had much to say to each other. While the train flashed
through never-ending miles of ripe wheat, by country
towns and bright-flowered pastures and oak groves
wilting in the sun, we sat in the observation car, where
the woodwork was hot to the touch and red dust lay
deep over everything. The dust and heat, the burning
wind, reminded us of many things. We were talking
about what it is like to spend one's childhood in little
towns like these, buried in wheat and corn, under
stimulating extremes of climate: burning summers
when the world lies green and billowy beneath a
brilliant sky, when one is fairly stifled in vegetation,
in the color and smell of strong weeds and heavy
harvests; blustery winters with little snow, when the
whole country is stripped bare and gray as sheet-iron.
We agreed that no one who had not grown up in a little
prairie town could know anything about it. It was a
kind of freemasonry, we said.

Although Jim Burden and I both live in New York,
and are old friends, I do not see much of him there. He
is legal counsel for one of the great Western railways,
and is sometimes away from his New York office for
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weeks together. That is one reason why we do not
often meet. Another is that I do not like his wife.

When Jim was still an obscure young lawyer,
struggling to make his way in New York, his career
was suddenly advanced by a brilliant marriage.
Genevieve Whitney was the only daughter of a
distinguished man. Her marriage with young Burden
was the subject of sharp comment at the time. It
was said she had been brutally jilted by her cousin,
Rutland Whitney, and that she married this unknown
man from the West out of bravado. She was a restless,
headstrong girl, even then, who liked to astonish her
friends. Later, when 1 knew her, she was always doing
something unexpected. She gave one of her town
houses for a Suffrage headquarters, produced one of
her own plays at the Princess Theater, was arrested for
picketing during a garment-makers' strike, etc. [ am
never able to believe that she has much feeling for the
causes to which she lends her name and her fleeting
interest. She is handsome, energetic, executive, but to
me she seems unimpressionable and temperamentally
incapable of enthusiasm. Her husband's quiet tastes
irritate her, I think, and she finds it worth while to play
the patroness to a group of young poets and painters of
advanced ideas and mediocre ability. She has her own
fortune and lives her own life. For some reason, she
wishes to remain Mrs. James Burden.

As for Jim, no disappointments have been severe
enough to chill his naturally romantic and ardent
disposition. This disposition, though it often made him
seem very funny when he was a boy, has been one of
the strongest elements in his success. He loves with
a personal passion the great country through which
his railway runs and branches. His faith in it and his
knowledge of it have played an important part in its
development. He is always able to raise capital for
new enterprises in Wyoming or Montana, and has
helped young men out there to do remarkable things



