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Unit 1

Around the World
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Passage 1

The Pyramids—a Wonder of the World
WAk —eE

1. Pyramids are large structures with square bases and four
smooth, truangular-shaped(D sides that come to a pount at the top.
Several ancient peoples used pyramids as tofﬂbs or tq/p\es) The
most famous pyramids are those built about 4, 500 years ago as
tombs for Egyptian kings. These Egyptian pyramids are among the
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

Egyptlan Pyramids
,‘/’ / ’r/)J/‘.l’/

2. The ruins of 35 major pyramids still stand near the Nile Riv-
er in Egypt. Each was built to protect the body of an Egyptian
king. The Egyptians thought that a person’s body had to be pre-
served and protected so that the soul could live forever. The E-
gyptians mummified? their dead and hid the mummies in large

(@ triangular-shape [ trai'eepgjulafeip] . = AEIRE
@ mummify ['mamifai] v. EEAFRTRREF
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tombs. (1) From about 2700 to 1700 B.C., the bodies of Egyp-
tian kings were buried inside or beneath a pyramld in_a secret
chamber®that was filled with treaga;é'szbf gold @_nd precious ob-
jects.

3. Many scholars believe that the pyramid shape has a reli-
gious meaning to the Egyptians. The sloping sides may have re-
minded the Egyptians of the slanting@ rays of the sun, by which the
soul of the king could climb to the sky and join the gods.

4, Funeral ceremon)es were performed in temples that were
attached to the pyramlds Most pyramids had two temples that
were connected by a long stone passage-way. Sometimes a small-
er pyramid for the body of the queen stood next to the king's pyra-
mid. Egypt has at least 40 smaller pyramids that were used for
queens or as memorial n]onqments for kings. The king’s relatives
and officials were buried in smaller rectangular@ tombs called
mastabas@ These buildings had sloplng sides and flat roofs.

(A%

American Pyramids

5. Indians of Central and South America also built pyramids.
They built stepped pyramids that had flat tops. They used the flat
tops as platforms for their temples.

6. The Mochica Indians of Peru built large brick pyramids.
The Temple of the Sun, near what is now Truijillo, on Peru’s north-
ern coast, has a terraced® brick pyramid on top of a stepped plat-
form. The ancient Mayas of Central America built pyramid-shaped

chamber ['tfeimba] n. 2%

slanting a . #, &

rectangular [rek'teepgiula] . K HIER

mastaba [ 'mestabo] n. IR KEG—FP 76910 B B
terrace [ 'teris] vt . ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ?
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Unit 1  Around the World 5

mounds® of earth with temples on top.

7. The Toltec Indians of central Mexico also built big stepped
pyramids. One of these pyramids, at Chollula, is one of the
largest structures in the world. People related to the Toltecs built
the great pyramids of the Sun and the Moon that still stand at
Teotihuacan, near Mexico City. The Spanish conquerors de-
stroyed most pyramids of the later Aztec Empire in Mexico. These
pyramids were built in steps or terraces like the other American
pyramids, and had temples on top. Two of the greatest were at
Tenochtitlan(now Mexico City). Mound building Indians of North
America built some pyramid-shaped mounds, but they were not
true pyramids. (458 words)

I . Reading Comprehension
1. In ancient times, pyramids were used as
A. the symbol of power
B< tombs for kings and queens
C. the living-rooms for kings and queens
D. the store-rooms for treasures
2. The Egyptian Pyramids
A. look like a four-side triangular shape with smooth bases
B. have triangular bases with 4 smooth sides coming to the point
at top
C/ are huge structures bases on the square sites
A3 have four triangular-shaped side on the square bases
3. The most famous pyramids
A. afe\f&nd in Latin America
B. were built about 4,000 years ago in Egypt
e jre among the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

@ mound [maund] n. +#%
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D. were used as temples for Egyptian kings
. All of the following statements are TRUE about Egyptian Pyra-
mids EXCEPT that ESIRERE

A. some have sloping sides and flat roofs

\%/they were built to protect the lives of Egyptian kings

C. they are most famous pyramids in the world

D. there are lots of treasures and precious objects in the pyra-
mids \’<

. The bodies of Egyptian kings were well preserved and p.mm@

in Pyramids

A. to prevent their bodies from being dFstroyed

B. to make their souls live forever ~_/

C. to keep their dead bodies as long as possible

D. to watch over their precious treasures

. Which of the following statements is NOT true?

A. The mastabas have the same shapewds.‘/

B. Egyptians believed that a person’s soul could live forever.
C. The Kings’ relatives and officials were buried in mastabas.
D. Funeral ceremonies were held in temples.

A. are stepped pyramids ./

B. have sharp tops

C. are used as temple

D. are similar to the Egyptian Pyramids

. According to the passage, one of the la{_ge_st_wﬁds in the
world was loc\gg at :

A. Teotihuacan B. Chohda

C. Tenochtitlan D. Egypt



Unit 1 Around the World 7 =

I . Vocabulary
Interpretation of the words or phrases underlined : Choose the
best answer . :
1. Pyramids are large structures with square bases and four smooth,
triangular-shaped sides that come to a point at the top.
A. tombs B/ buildings
C. houses D. temples
2. These Egyptian pyramids are among the Seven Wonders of the
‘Ancient World.

A/ miracles _ B. inventions

C. discoveries D. man-made buildings

3. The ruins of 35 major pyramids still stand near the Nile River in

Egypt.
A. sites B. remains
C. scenes . ~ D. spots

4. The Egyptians thought that a person’s body had to be preserved
and protected so that the soul could live forever.
A. guarded B. contracted
C,conserved D. treated :
5. The bodies of Egyptian kings were buried inside or beneath a
pyramid in a secret chamber that was filled with treasures of gold
and precious objects.
A. remarkable B. extraordinary
C. particular D/ valuable
6. The sloping sides may have reminded the Egyptians of the slant-
ing rays of the sun, by which the soul of the king could climb to
the sky and join the gods.
A. proposed. . .of B. caused. .. to think of
C. suggested. . .of D. mentioned. . . for

7. Funeral ceremonies were performed in temples that were attached
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to the pyramids.
A. were far from B. were separated from
C. were bound to D. were connected with
8. Most pyramids had two templeé that were connected by a long
stone passage-way .
A. path B. road
C. street D. corridor
9. These buildings had sloping sides and flat roofs.
A. equal B. smooth
C/ level D. even
10. The Spanish conquerors destroyed most pyramids of the later
Aztec Empire in Mexico.

A. rebuilt B. repaired
C./ruined D. built
Passage 2

New England
R

1. The six states in the northeastern corner of the United
States (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, and Connecticut) form a region that has long been known
- as “New England.” Through the years this region, perhaps more
than any other in the country, has been recognized as an area with
its own clear-cut identity in several ways. '

2. The first Europeans to settle in the area were the Puritans,
a persecuted® religious group that fled from England. These peo-
ple displayed t@_it,s‘@ of character such as honesty, simplicity,

@ persecute [ 'pasikjuit] v. HF
@ trait [treit] n. $7¥E
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hard work, pride, tgﬂgc_ity@, and self-reliance that many people
continue to associate with the people of New England today. For
the next 200 years after the arrival of the Puritans, the population
of this area remained fairly homogeneous. By the 1800s, howev-
er, immigrants from Europe, French and Canada began to settle in
the area. Today people from diverse ethnic@ backgrounds can be
found in many areas of New England, particularly in the southern
sections.

3. Geographically, these states share ai/agged coastline (ex-
cept Vermont, which has no borders on the ocean), some very old
mountains, many lakes and rivers, and large areas of forest. The
climate of this region can be rather harsh in winter. (2) Winter
snows in the mountains attract S_lﬂ_ enthusiasts from neighboring ar-
eas who frequent the many popular resorts. Autumn is a time of
spectacular® color when the changing of the leaves offers a rare
view of nature at its best.

4. Much of the land covering this area is not very suited to
farming, although early settlers did try to make the area agricultur-
al. Most of the farms were abandoned when many people moved
west to areas which offered superior farmland. Seeking other
ways to earn a living, New Englanders (or “Yankees” as they are
called) established the area as a manufacturing center. Industries
- with a long history in the area include textile and leather manufac-
turing and shoemaking (which dates back to as early as 1635).

5. A common thread ef history runs throughout many parts of
these states. Signs and markers along the roads that traverse this
area serve as reminders of people and events that helped shape

@ tenacity [ti'neesiti] »n. B
@ ethnic ['enik]a. FHER, T, REN
@ spectacular [spek'tzkjula] a. HTMH



