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No School for My Kids: Radical Un-
schooling Methods

News Background
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News Transcript
STEEY

“I think unschooling gives my kids and other kids more freedom of
choice to learn, it allows you to look at learning in a whole new way.”

For most children across the country, school is a big part of life.
But not for Rio and Bryden. The siblings from Gorebridge, Scotland
don’t learn math, English or science in the traditional sense. Instead,
mum Maryanne Jacobs is part of a new wave of parents called radical
unschoolers, who say their children learn naturally.
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No School for My Kids: Radical Unschooling Methods .
BAZFA LR HRNIEERAEE

“Learn from everything they touch, everything they listen to,
everything they do in daily life. It’s hard to explain how natural learning
works but I trust that it works because I can see that it works.”

The unconventional lifestyle is legal, the children don’t have to
follow a national curriculum, and their progress doesn’t have to be
monitored. Maryanne says the family doesn’t live to a routine, and each
day is different.

“A typical day in our life could go bit like, we get up out of bed
when we’re ready. Not always all at once, um my wee boy sometimes
likes to sleep a bit later.” .

Rather than following a set curriculum, they learn problem
solving through their favourite computer game Minecraft, numbers and
calculations by baking and playing Pokemon, and words and vocabulary
through Scrabble.

“We’ll play Lego or Bryden will do some magic tricks and Rio will
do some magic tricks and it’ll be very loud and noisy in here.”

And nine-year-old Rio and her eight-year-old brother Bryden are
enjoying their alternative school life.

“I think it’s really fun and it’s cool and it’s enjoyable, it’s like a
funnier way of learning and I prefer it.” Maryanne, who left school
without any qualifications, understands that the unorthodox methods
will draw its critics.

“People don’t agree because it’s not the norm and it’s out with their
natural thinking.” But she believes her unconventional technique is
working.

“They can both read and write, and they’ve learnt to read and write
very naturally and through the things that they do and their interests. I
don’t think going to school and getting up and doing the routine that a
lot of mainstream people do, would work for us as a family at all, we
wouldn’t have time for school in our lives, we’re so busy.”

The family may live outside the norm, but Maryanne hopes the
kid’s independent upbringing will give them greater choices in greater
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life.

“I hope that they’ll follow their passions and their interests just like
they do now, and that’ll drive them to, to make success in their life in
the way that suits them, not anyone else.”

“Yes! I got it, I touched it.”

“Oh it’s under the wishing tree, oh let’s make a wish, make a wish.”
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= Listening Comprehension

Rl ivp}: ]
1. It’s hard to how natural learning works but I trust that it
works because I can see that it works.
A. explain B. explained C. explaining
2. Rio will do some magic tricks and it’ll be very and
in here.
A. loudly; noisy B. loudly; noisily C. loud; noisy

3. Do Rio and Bryden enjoy their alternative school life?
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radical [radik()l] B ARASAY ; IR
sibling ['siblw] @ YLtk ; REEM G-
wave [we] @ 3); KR

naturally ['nztf(e)rols] BB [ SRl

wee [wi:] B 1R /N1

alternative [o:1'tsmotiv; ol-1 B FTEEARAY; 55408
prefer [prfs] @ =K ; HE

qualification [kwolifi'keif(o)n] @ WE4% ; Z& {4
unorthodox [an'>:8advks] B8 I 1F 4L 1Y
mainstream ['memstri:m] @ =i

routine [ru:'tin] @ H % T A

Listening Analysis
& BRI

1. Instead, mum Maryanne Jacobs is part of a new wave of parents
called radical unschoolers, who say their children learn naturally.

be part of J& T ; - #)—r (—H1
You are part of our team from today.
MR, RERKMAHA—R
Business representatives are also part of this group.
B R RERXIAHRGIAR .
2. 1It’s like a funnier way of learning and I prefer it.
way of - § 755
@K M. Li is respected for his way of life.
FAEBRHABAT XKFTHAGEE,
Carrie has a very unique way of keeping pets.

A B IR T A 6 7 KRR, 3
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1.A
2.6
3. Yes, they do.
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Getting Children Interested in Classi-
cal Music

News Background
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News Transcript
STEIES

The BBC is launching an ambitious project to get Britain’s children
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Getting Children Interested in Classical Music
WLEE FHBER

interested in classical music. They selected 10 pieces, some very well-
known and some not so. And the initiative will be launched on October
6th. There will be cinema screening with workshops in schools, DVDs
and so on. There will also be 10 pieces ambassadors. So what made her
interested in classical music as a child?

“I just knew that I love the sound of it. And it’s just extraordinary
to me.” “Is it true that music isn’t widely taught in many British schools
now?” “I think it’s not. I mean, an increasing number of schools in
Britain don’t have specialist music teachers any more. Music is not
automatically part of the curriculum. And I think there is a bit of feeling
among young people and indeed among some teachers that classical
music is a bit dull and dry. So this project I think really does have
the potential to excite people because it makes classical music seem
incredibly exciting. The BBC has produced wonderful film,soundtrack
provided by the BBC National Orchestra of Wales that can’t help but
bring young children, primary school children, age between 5 and 11
into the exciting world of fine music.”

“And I think it is needed. Both of my young children play the
trumpet, clarinet. But when you talk to them about classical music and
I discuss this with them, they do think it’s dull and you know, just jazz
they want to play.”

“Or pop music. Yeah. And yet you know, we were talking on my
program this morning about first time that people went to a concert hall
and heard a live orchestra. And I was saying I wish I could experience
that again. I remember doing it when I was 7 or 8 and just being blown
away by the sound of full scale hundred piece orchestra, exciting to
watch as well as listen. So we can just get young people to get that
experience, even if it’s not first-hand. That’s very exciting.”

“Let’s hear some of the pieces then, some very well-known. That’s
great. That is exciting.”

“Well, absolutely. See, I think that’s one of the things that makes it
clear this is a project for British school children. It does have some very
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