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Foreword

Every once in a while, someone will come up with & genius idea
and combine two things that just go together perfectly. Think
peanut butter and chocolate, or apple pie.and ice cream, or Lucy
and Ricky. All of these briliant pairings improve on the individual
ingredients— they are better as a pair than by themselves. This
book is one of those brilliant pairings; cooking and watercolor
painting. Jessie Lin loves to cook and loves to paint, so it made
perfect sense for her to combine these passions into a book that
teaches us how to do both:+ how to use watercolors AND how
to cook! Genius! The fact is, cooking and painting are very similar
exercises. They both require collecting materials - brushes, papers
and paints, and pans, utensils, ingredients, etc. — and learning how
to mix them together in creative ways that result in new creations
to be enjoyed by all. They require meticulous preparation, practice,
experimentation, and the ability to allow happy accidents to happen
and celebrate those precious events.

Another genius element of this book is the connection to Alice
B. Toklas' recipes! What a great opportunity to fold in a bit of art
history with charming little vignettes of her friends Gertrude Stein,
Pablo Picasso, Rene Magritte, Ezra-Pound, Ernest Hemingway and
other notable artists and luminaries of Toklas’ day.

Jessie is currently pursuing her Master of Fine Arts degree at the
Savannah College of Art and Design, and is studying at the Atlanta,
Georgia campus of SCAD. | have the very good fortune of being
one of her teachers. From the first few days of working with Jessie,
| knew she was special; a bit more mature with a combination of
humility and confidence, and she was of course, very skilled. It
was clear she had excellent training before she arrived at graduate
school, and | am very excited to see how far she takes her talents
after she graduates. It is evident from the masterfully painted and
fun images in this beautiful book that she is already a force to be
reckoned with. ’

Please enjoy this book, both for its in-depth instruction in watercolor
techniques and it s tried-and-true cooking technigues, but please
keep this book in your library, because it is likely to go up in value
when Jessie becomes famous!

Rick Lovell

Associate Chair of lllustration
Savannah College of Art and Design
Atlanta, GA, USA
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