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World’s best places to live

UNITED NATIONS — Canada, for the sixth consecu-
tive year, ranks first among places to live, while Norway
treats women better than any other country, according to
the 1999 UN Human Development Report, released on
Monday.

This year’s survey, like its predecessors®, ranks 174
nations according to how people live, factoring in® health
care, life expectancy, education and income.

In the overall index, Norway is in seﬁ place, 3%{%
lowed by the Unit %tjltes, Japan, Bél;iﬁx%%\ Sweaen,
Australia, the NethérEmds, Iceland, Britain, France,

,},}(\:\Swigzggd, Finland, Germany, Dénmiark, Austria, Lux-
" embbiter New Zealand, Italy and Ireland.

At the other end of the scale, the 10 least developed
countries in human terms are, from the bottom up, Sierra
Leone, Niger, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Mozam-

bique, Guinea-Bissau, Eritrea, Mali and the Central Afri-
can Republic.

® predecessor B4, Bl £, AL AT —F B &
® factor in & L T & F K %; factor v



The most widespread discrepancy was between the se-
xes, D with inequality existing in all countries.

Canada slips to fourth place on this list, and the Unit-
ed States is in eighth place on the “gender empowerment”
index®. This measures how many women are in parliament
or government, how many have professional or technical
jobs, and how much they earn, based on per capita in-
come.

The 20 top countries here are Norway, Sweden, Den-
mark, Canada, Germany, Finland, Iceland, the United
States, Australia, the Netherlands, New Zealand,
Austria, the Bahamas, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Britain,
Belgium, Portugal, South Africa and Ireland.

The survey shows that high income is not always a nec-
essary condition for creating opportunities for women.

South Africa and Costa Rica, for example, outrank®
France, which is in 36th place. Israel outperforms® Japan.

The Bahamas, the Czech Republic and Slovenia also
offer better conditions for women than their income would
suggest, illustrating that equality “can be achieved across a
range of cultures,” the report said.

Despite major improvements in life expectancy and lit-
eracy® among men and women over the past decade, pov-
erty is pervasive in Benin, Nepal and Niger, among oth-
ers.

@ The most widespread discrepancy was between the sexes,... # ¥
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Pockets of deprivation® also exist within rich nations.
For example, Denmark’s average life expectancy is 76
years, but 13 per cent of the population does not reach the
age of 60.

In Ireland, 23 per cent of the people are functionally
illiterate® and in the United States, nearly 20 per cent of
the population has an income below the national poverty
line.

Britain, Ireland and the United States show higher
poverty levels than other industrialized countries.

The report said 16 countries suffered major reversals
in health care, largely because of the impact of, AIDS in
southern and eastern Africa and economic stagnation in the
former Soviet Union and Easten Europe.

(21st-Agencies)

@ pockets of deprivation & % i #
@ functionally illiterate Hft X, # 2 EF BT ENEA R EE
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Canada rated the best

UNITED NATIONS — Canada, for the seventh con-
secutive year, ranks as the best place to live in the world.

But if you are a woman, you are better off in Scandi-
navia®, says the UN Human Development Report 2000,
released last Thursday.

Norway is in second place in overall rankings®, fol-
lowed by the United States, Australia, Iceland and Swe-
den. Britain is in 10th place.

At the other end of the scale, the 10 least-developed
countries that provide the fewest services to their people
are mostly in Africa.

The survey ranks 174 nations according to income,
health care, life expectancy and educational levels.

The statistical rankings have gained such exposure in
the past decade that the Canadian province of Ontario is

@ Scandinavia fL FREM ALy BT 9 WL T+ &
® in overall rankings £ &L, 2B XF
L] 4 L]



using them in its television commercials to attract busi-
ness. @

But the report cautioned Ontario, Canada’s richest
and most populous province, against complacency®.

It noted the provincial government justified its full
funding for Roman Catholic schools but not for those of
any other religious group. @

Income alone, the report says, did not automatically
mean better educational or health services.

When progress for women is measured, Canada slips
into eighth place and the United States ranks 13th when
measuring the number of women in parliament, govern-
ment, professional or technical jobs and their average
earnings compared to men.

The top countries in this category are mostly in North
Europe.

Japan, whose high standard of living and widespread
education put it in 9th place in the overall rankings, was
41st on the gender equality index?®, below that of Costa
Rica, in 24th place. The situation in South Korea is simi-
lar.

Among the richest nations, the report shows relative
prosperity is also accompanied by pockets of poverty.
While the United States has the world’s highest gross na-

@ ... the Canadian province of Ontario is using them in its television
commercials to attract business. fu# Kk By % A B 4 483X & 511 &
FHRE®BWR &+ EURT B

@ complacency H ¥, % E

@ It noted ... not for those of any other religious group. %} &4,
EHRARALTFERIRLOTMARA MR BARSINFERRGER
SR EHTTHY.
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tional product, it ranks first in poverty rates among the 18
richest countries.

Ireland is in second place and Britain is in third.

The main aspect of poverty was functional illiteracy —
about one person in five — the report said.

(21st-Agencies)
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UN cautions ‘aging’ nations

UNITED NATIONS — Fertility rates® are low and
anti-foreigner sentiment is high in Europe. That’s why a
new UN study suggests that significant increases in immi-
gration might be needed to keep populations from decrea-
sing.

More foreigners would also help Europe compete with
the United States. The US’s aging population is supported
by a constant flow of working-age labourers coming to
America — 1. 1 million every year between 1990 and 1996,
the report says.

The study by the UN Population Division notes that
Japan and South Korea also face significant population de-
clines over the next 50 years and that immigration would
offset the economic impact. @

The report examines the populations in eight countries
— France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, South Korea,
Britain, and the United States; and two regions, Europe

@ fertility rates A O 4 &
@ ... immigration would offset the economic impact, ++*+* % B A b
Ho bR EHFE .
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and the European Union.

Because fertility rates in Japan, South Korea and Eu-
rope — which have some of the lowest birth rates in the
world — aren’t expected to increase dramatically over the
next few decades, the report suggests that immigration
may be the best and only realistic answer.

The UN report estimates that Japan would need 10
million immigrants every year for the next 50 years to
maintain the current working-age to retirement-age ratio®.
Without immigration, figures suggest it would be necessary
to raise the retirement age to 77 to maintain the ratio.

Paul Demeny, a scholar at the New York-based Popu-
lation Council think-tank®, questioned the report’s pre-
sumption that a declining population was necessarily bad,
noting that “Europe’s best years — most creative and scien-
tific” in the 18th century occurred when the population was
considerably smaller than it is now.

He also suggested that fertility rates could suddenly in-
crease — as they did in the post-World War II years in the
United States — which would help correct the declining
population.

In South Korea, where 7 per cent of the 47 million
people are 65 or older, ‘a health researcher also said that
utilizing more women was one way of narrowing the expec-
ted workplace shortfall. He said the other option was im-
porting workers from elsewhere in Asia — which South
Korea was already doing. About 150,000 foreign workers
are in South Korea, about half of them illegally.

The UN report makes no specific recommendations,

@ working-age to retirement-age ratio T 1 5 # FuiR k£ 8 89 th &
® think-tank & % &
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but concludes that the demographic® changes in store@ in
the next 50 years will require a thorough reassessment of
“many established economic, social and political policies
and programs.”

(21st-Agencies)
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