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PREFACE

Born in 1181 or 1182, Giovanni Francesco di Pietro Bernardone was
the son of a prosperous merchant. About 1205, while Giovanni was
still in his early twenties, he renounced his inheritance

and adopted an austere life of poverty and faith. Caring

for the sick, the infirm, the old, and the dying, he became

ELRE

ever after known as Francis of Assisi.”

In her work with the chimpanzees of Gombe, and in her general
devotion to animals and the environment, Jane Goodall has operated
within the tradition that Francis established at the beginning of the
thirteenth century. Besides his recognition of human fellowship,
Francis also regarded the whole of nature as his “brother” and his
“sister” He was the first writer to emphasize the beauty and goodness
of creation, and to introduce into Western thought the idea that
human beings had an obligation to care not only for each other but
for all living things.

During the centuries that followed Francis’s death in 1226, the
human respect for, and stewardship of, nature took many forms.
Nearly 800 years later, Jane Goodall has continued to nurture
and advance that inheritance in her efforts to bridge the human

and animal worlds. It has been an extraordinary and rewarding
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enterprise.

From the outset of her career, Goodall never distanced herself from
the subjects of her study. She sought not merely to attain objective,
scientific knowledge, but instead pursued a deeper understanding
of chimpanzees and their relation to human beings. Goodall sensed
that the kind of understanding she wanted to achieve could arise
only through empathy with the chimps and participation in their
lives. This modest approach enabled Goodall to avoid imposing her
own preconceptions on them. Instead, she allowed the chimps to tell
her about themselves. Her methods, which as often as not brought
censure from the scientific community, proved the source of her most
groundbreaking insights. Goodall’s research and fieldwork showed
that chimpanzees could think, feel, and communicate in ways that
approximated human capacities.

In addition to revolutionizing the way scientists viewed chimpanzees,
Goodall has also felt a responsibility to care for and protect them.
In recent years, she has done her utmost to acquaint governments
around the world and the public at large with practices and
conditions that threaten the chimps’ welfare and existence. Although
she accepts the use of chimpanzees in scientific and medical
research, for example, she has pressed for the development of
computer models and the extraction of tissue samples that would
enable research to go on without chimps. She has also criticized the
treatment that chimps receive in laboratories and other research
facilities. At the same time, she condemns poaching and the capture
of chimps for zoos and circuses, activities motivated by greed and
ignorance that have dramatically reduced the chimpanzee population.

“We must speak for them,” Goodall insists, “for they cannot speak for



themselves.”

Over the years I have had the opportunity to write about the
lives of many interesting men and women from different periods in
history and different walks of life. | completed each project feeling
that I had unlocked some of the secrets of lives well lived. With
every biography I wrote, I gained new insight into what makes great
people great. While vision, heroism, and courage are aspects of any
successful life, other qualities stand out even more fully, including
decency, compassion, empathy, respect, hope, and faith. Researching
and writing about the life of Jane Goodall has differed from my
previous experiences. My study revealed not only a life well lived,
but touched something deep and personal inside me. Jane Goodall
has now dedicated more than 40 years of her life to speaking for
and with chimpanzees. [ marveled at her commitment to, and was
moved by her love for, the chimpanzees at Gombe. | admire her quest
to make the world a little less barbarous and a little more humane.
For through the years, Goodall’s mission has remained constant:
to remind human beings of their unique obligations"toward all the

creatures with whom they share the earth.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent polls, Jane Goodall has emerged as the most easily
recognizable iiving' scientist in the Western world. Her work with
the chimpanzees at Gombe has been renowned as one of the great
achievements of scientific research. Goodall’s research and dedication
are held in the same regard as Albert Einstein’s. Her approach to field
study, once ridiculed and challenged by the scientific world, has now
become the model for other ethologists to use. Young girls want to be
like her; adults respect her. Children across the world have tried to
help her. Throughout it all, Goodall stays steady as she continues to
bring her message of peace, hope, and challenge to make the world—
for all living creatures—a better place.

Jane Goodall’s childhood dream to live among, study, and write
about wild animals in Africa seemed the stuff of which fantasies are
made. Even now, it takes little effort to imagine Goodall sitting at
the big oak dining room table in a warm and comfortable English
home, explaining to her grandchildren what she wanted to do when
she grew up. It is much harder to conceive of this woman, still
slender and attractive at the age of 70, recounting all that she has
accomplished during more than 40 years studying chimpanzees at
the Gombe National Park in Tanzania, East Africa. The improbability

of her story only deepens when the many obstacles she encountered
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and overcame come more clearly into view.

Goodall was a pretty, demure, though somewhat flirtatious, woman
in her early 20s when she accepted the invitation of a friend to visit
Africa in 1957. Because her family could not afford to send her to a
university, she did not have a college degree. Yet, she was well read,
thoughtful, intelligent, and determined. These qualities favorably
impressed the noted but controversial anthropologist Louis Leakey,
then curator of the Museum of Natural History in Nairobi, Kenya, who
offered Goodall the opportunity to research chimpanzees in their
native habitat.

With a vested interest in preserving the status quo, the scientific
community demeaned the project and doubted the qualifications
and abilities of Leakey's untutored protégé. As is often the case, the
experts were wrong. Goodall’s unconventional approach to her work
yielded stunning results. Contrary to accepted scientific opinion,
which dismissed chimpanzees as uniformly brutish and vicious,
Goodall found chimps to be capable of a wide range of emotions,
including affection, compassion, and love. Goodall also showed that
chimps could reason, think, and solve problems. They formed hunting
parties to capture small monkeys, baby baboons, and baby bush pigs.
Scientists had previously assumed that chimpanzees were vegetarian.
More startling, Goodall discovered that chimpanzees could fashion
primitive implements from grass, twigs, and leaves, dispelling the
notion that humans were the only species that made tools.

Goodall drew these and other conclusions about the behavior of
chimpanzees only after months of careful, painstaking observation.
Yet, contrary to the accepted standards and procedures of field

research, she had also encouraged social interaction with the chimps
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in an effort to win their trust. The emotional attachment that Goodall
developed with her subjects, symbolized by her unorthodox practice
of naming them rather than identifying them by numbers or letters,
prompted many scientists to question the validity of her findings. Her
attribution of human characteristics to chimpanzees, her critics have
charged, robbed Goodall of the critical distance essential to making
objective judgments.

Goodall not only broke new ground in research and field methods,
she also opened the door for many others, notably Dian Fossey and
her work with gorillas and Biruté Galdikas and her studies of the
baboon. Goodall has never considered herself a feminist, nor was her
desire to join the ranks of other noted ethologists and in doing so
breaking a gender barrier. All she ever wanted to do was observe her
chimps. But through her work, Goodall brought a woman'’s touch, a
view that emphasized relationships rather than rules, to be receptive
rather than controlling, to be empathetic instead of objective.
Her approach flew in the face of conventional science, a science
dominated and defined by male views and values. It was a startling
break and one that earned Goodall a reputation as a maverick.

When Goodall first began observing the chimps at Gombe, they
were little more than black blurs at the end of her binocular lenses.
Their movements appeared jerky as if in rapid motion like an old
black and white film. As the days and months passed, Goodall began
seeing the chimps in a new light; as personalities with likes and
dislikes, who had emotions much like humans and who were capable
of noble deeds and base acts. More important, she saw the beginnings
of what defined humans, their early heritage and the journey traveled

to become straight-standing men, women, and children.
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In the first 18 months of her study, Goodall amassed over 850
pages of observations, with nary a measurement or number in sight.
Instead she wrote, describing in words, devoid of cold technical
terms, what she saw and felt. She had no theories to prove; she was
content to watch as the chimps slowly invited her into their world.
She never took for granted the gift she had been offered by these
remarkable animals. All she could do was to present, as accurately
and as passionately as possible, the amazing discoveries she had
witnessed at Gombe.

Goodall brought to her work an intuitive rather than deductive or
objective viewpoint. She named her chimps instead of assigning them
numbers. She stepped in to do what needed to be done in order to
help chimps who were ailing, hurt, or dying. At a time when the field
of ethology was becoming more technical, impersonal, and statistical,
Goodall implemented a new approach that emphasized the feminine
point of view. She made friends with certain chimps. She laughed at
their antics, appreciated their feelings, was happy when they gave
birth. She wept at their deaths. Without them, she would never have
had the remarkable journey that she has traveled over the last four
decades.

Goodall has suffered through trials in her life: a divorce, the death
of her second husband, a deep spiritual crisis, the criticisms, and the
naysayers who find her current mission unduly optimistic. Through it
all, Goodall has remained steadfast. She is convinced that objectivity
in science, or any intellectual endeavor for that matter, is not only
impossible but also undesirable. Although researchers must be
thorough and honest, they cannot and should not set their emotions

aside, because understanding is always personal and participatory.



That humility may have compromised Goodall’s objectivity, but at the
same time it has also made her more aware of, and more sensitive to,
the integrity of her subjects and the potential harm that researchers
might do to them. She is convinced that the world, its lands, waters,
and air can be saved and that animals will finally receive the respect
they so richly deserve.

Today, Goodall's work continues through the Jane Goodall Institute
for Wildlife Research, Education, and Conservation, though Goodall
herself can spend rio more than a few weeks a year at Gombe. She has
instead expanded the focus of her concerns, traveling and lecturing
about chimpanzees, primate research, environmental conservation,
and world peace. Yet, time has vindicated Goodall's methods as much
as it has certified her most important discoveries. She is now, and has
long been, recognized as the principal authority on chimpanzees in

the world. It is the improbable fulfillment of a little girl's dream.
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