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AXHELF; BEARLLER AR R DL K ERPRIAL, QO HFFiE
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EEFIL 5 A 8 F 9T .

Cummins (1979) A4, —ANA#3E T K-F il “AFRAAAILAR” ( Basic Interpersonal
Communicative Skills, BICS) & “IA 4 % K & F #& /7 ( Cognitive/Academic Language
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Hoare, 2011),
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. Lesson @l(u

1. Objectives

After completing the learning of this unit, students are expected to

(1) get to know how definition is applied in the diverse sources of academic English such as lectures,
journal articles, books, etc.;

(2) evaluate, synthesize and organize the information by using definitions in either reading, listening,
speaking or writing;

(3) get to know the chief components in making a definition through comparison after reading a
diversity of materials;

4) apply definitions in speaking and writing tasks as required.

2. Time Allotment

This unit revolves around how definitions are applied in academic English, entailing teachers
organizing class activities from this perspective. Teachers are advised to complete the whole unit within 8
hours for the four tasks listed in the textbook: 1 hour for Task 1, 2 hours for Task 2, 3 hours for Task 3 and
2 hours for Task 4.

3. Suggested Teaching Steps
Step1 Warm up

Arrange students in pairs and have them brainstorm anything from words, phrases, books, movies or
daily usage concerning the following technical terms. Ask students to write down as much information as
possible and guide students to think about what is the differentiating point or aspect for each term. Then

each pair is advised to use that information to give a definition of it.

(1) artificial intelligence (2) cloud computing  (3) biotechnology (4) wireless power
(5) indigenous knowledge (6) ultrasonics (7) disruptive technology (8) phobia
(9) anthropology (10) art installation

Step2 Tasks 1,2, 3,4

Tasks 1, 3, and 4 are four reading passages, all of which are about how to use definitions to develop the
central ideas. Reading 1 is a relatively short passage introducing a new topic by using definitions. Readings
2 and 3 are long reading passages for detailed analysis of how definitions are used within authentic contexts.
Reading 4 provides a concise and well-organized passage chiefly for writing purposes by using definition.
Teachers are advised to employ different teaching strategies and time allotments to handle the materials.

Task 2 is intended for listening practice through the use of definition. Focus should be given to

Listening 1 with the other two as supplementary listening.

H2



Unit 1 Definition

Teachers are advised to draw students’ attention to definition when dealing with each task, and then
center on each definition, gathering the relevant information or ideas together for global understanding of
each topic. Provide help to students whenever necessary.

Step 3 Project-based Class Activities

Students are divided into 5-6 groups. Each group is required to choose one of the following topics and
conduct a survey. The survey should center around a definition of certain key term or a new concept and
expand on its definition from different perspectives. Generally the survey consists of the following steps:

(1) Raise a question about what the term or concept is, and brainstorm what it is about;

(2) Search for related articles on the Internet (a minimum of 3 English essays);

(3) Write a short report, synthesizing the ideas from the articles;

(4) Organize a special forum on each term or concept within the group for students themselves to fully

present it;

(5) Each group presents its research result in the form of PPT.

The topic areas revolving around a key term or concept are:

(1) the fundamental change in the way we live and work brought about by modern technology (take

wireless power and cloud computing as part of the examples);

(2) the adverse impact of modern technology on the existing way of life (take indigenous knowledge as

an illustration to demonstrate the great risks ensuing from the development process);

(3) the strategy on how to strike a balance between development and tradition (give more examples to

illustrate each point);

(4) the amazing range of benefits modern technology has brought to society (take ultrasonics and other

instances to illustrate);

(5) whether modern technology is a blessing or a curse to human life and the environment;

(6) whether technological innovations, especially disruptive technologies, can push human civilization

forward.

UW“ (it

1. Background Information

Teachers need to be well informed of how definition is applied in an academic English teaching
environment as a prerequisite to classroom teaching. Questions like “What is definition in the usual or
popular sense? What is definition within the academic context? What kinds of definitions are academically
put forth?” should be given ample attention before classroom teaching. The following can serve as some

background information.

<l |
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1) Understand the dictionary meaning

(1) a statement expressing the essential nature of something;

(2) a statement of the meaning of a word or word group or a sign or symbol;

(3) the action or process of stating the meaning of a word or word group;

(4) the action or the power of describing, explaining, or making things or events definite and clear

(e.g. the definition of a telescope, her comic genius is beyond definition).

(5) In philosophy, definition means the specification of the meaning of an expression relative to a language.
2) Classifications

Definitions may be classified as lexical, ostensive, and stipulative. Lexical definition specifies the
meaning of an expression by stating it in terms of other expressions whose meaning is assumed to be
known (e.g., a ewe is a female sheep). Ostensive definition specifies the meaning of an expression by
pointing to examples of things to which the expression applies (e.g., green is the color of grass, limes,
lily pads, and emeralds). Stipulative definition assigns a new meaning to an expression (or a meaning to
a new expression); the expression defined (definiendum) may either be a new expression that is being
introduced into the language for the first time, or an expression that is already current.

An intensional definition, also called a coactive definition, specifies the necessary and sufficient
conditions for a thing being a member of a specific set. Any definition that attempts to set out the
essence of something, such as that by genus and differentia, is an intensional definition.

An extensional definition, also called a denotative definition, of a concept or term specifies its
extension. It is a list naming every object that is a member of a specific set.

Thus, the “seven deadly sins” can be defined intensionally as those singled out by Pope Gregory I
as particularly destructive of the life of grace and charity within a person, thus creating the threat
of eternal damnation. An extensional definition would be a list of the seven. In contrast, while an
intensional definition of “Prime Minister” might be “the most senior minister of a cabinet in the
executive branch of government in a parliamentary system” , an extensional definition is not possible
since it is not known who future prime ministers will be.

One important form of the extensional definition is ostensive definition. This gives the meaning of
a term by pointing, in the case of an individual, to the thing itself, or in the case of a class, to examples
of the right kind. So you can explain who Alice (an individual) is by pointing her out to me; or what
a rabbit (a class) is by pointing at several and expecting me to “catch on” . The process of ostensive
definition itself was critically appraised by Ludwig Wittgenstein.

An enumerative definition of a concept or term is an extensional definition that gives an explicit
and exhaustive listing of all the objects that fall under the concept or term in question. Enumerative
definitions are only possible for finite sets and only practical for relatively small sets.

(from Wikipedia and online dictionary merriam-webster)
3) Synonyms or near synonyms to enhance teachers’ expressiveness about “definition”
Synonyms

description, delineation, depiction, picture, portrait, portraiture, portrayal, rendering, sketch



Unit 1 Definition

Some related words
account, anecdote, chronicle, narrative, report, story, tale, yarn, demonstration, exemplification,

illustration, clarification, elucidation, explanation, explication, exposition
2. Text Analysis

23’\ Task 1 Familiarizing Yourself with Definition

| Reading 1 Great Leaps in Modern Technology

1) Main Ideas

Reading 1 takes wireless power and cloud computing as examples to illustrate the great leaps in
technology in the past few years and the enormous impact on our life and work. Since these two terms may
be less familiar to the readers, both illustrations start from its definition to give us a brief depiction of what
each innovation is. These two examples convince the readership of the fast-paced technological advancement
and the role of definition used in actual context for both acquisition and dissemination of knowledge.
2) Language Points

(1) wireless power (L1, para.1, p.2) Joekfitds, siFRICER RERAGH0 , 2 — R4 th P BRI 8
HL ) B AR DA i i 3 Tl o i 2k B e T B B R ¢

(2) electrical load(L1, para.2, p.2) FH e 77458 GEFH 7 () AT B8 IR R — R 22 ) W ) R4
HCFH # o DR f) R, B R R AT s Y SR e A e ) B B e 1 R 4

(3) In the latter, the proportion of energy received becomes critical only if it is too low for the
signal to be distinguished from the background noise (L4, para.2, p.2) In this sentence, “the
latter” refers contextually to the wireless communications, which indicates the big difference
between wireless power and wireless communications.

(4) cloud computing(L1, para.3, p.2) Cloud computing in general can be portrayed as a
synonym for distributed computing over a network, with the ability to run a program or
application on many connected computers at the same time. In common usage, the term “the
cloud” is essentially a metaphor for the Internet.
oitE R4 HE ( Distributed Computing ) . 347115 ( Parallel Computing )\ 2 HiT&
( Utility Computing ) . [ £547fi% ( Network Storage Technologies ) . K #14L ( Virtualization )
7 3R ( Load Balance ) F&E 40 i BALHM K HAR KRS, =iHETLIAN
BT ILNEREIIRS « ZERHEEED AR %5 ( TaaS ). F & BPAR 55 ( PaaS ) A4 B ik 55
(SaaS), zJ&RI4s  ELEKRI A —Rh UMY o

(5) In fact, many network diagrams use the image of a cloud to represent the Internet. This
symbolizes the Internet’s broad reach, while simplifying its complexity (L4-5, para.l,
p-3) Here “simplifying its complexity” means the use of cloud computing can make the whole
hard-to-reach system user-friendly and manageable, which otherwise should be much more

complicated and complex.
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