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Abstract

Since the Tang and Song Dynasty, Jiangnan area, which was represented
by Suzhou, had been the tax center of the nation. In Ming Dynasty, Suzhou
highlighted its national economic status. The payment of taxes accounted 1/10 of
the national tax, which was the first place of the Zhili area and every province of
the whole nation. As the national financial center, Suzhou government’ taxes
were not only more than other areas, also became the beginning place of the
Ming Dynasty’s tax reform. So the thesis selected taxes of Suzhou in the Ming
Dynasty as the topic with the silver monetization as the research angle.

In addition to the introduction and conclusion, the thesis is divided into six
chapters. Basing on the achievements of predecessors, the thesis is to restore
the real state of the tax levy of Suzhou in the Ming Dynasty and reveal its evolu-
tion and development trend by teasing out the official documents, local materials
and previous research results.

The first chapter is “The Formation of Southeast Finance Center” . This
part describes the situation of economic development, the tax levy and evolution
of Su‘zhou before the Ming Dynasty, using a large number of historical literatures
and the research results. As a start, before the Tang Dynasty, Guanzhong and
the Zhongyuan was the center of Chinese economy and Suzhou economy was not
prosperous. After the middle period of the Tang Dynasty, the economic status of
Suzhou began to rise, and gradually became an important supply area of the na-
tional taxes. In the Song Dynasties, Chinese economic center moved to the
south, and Suzhou became the center of the national wealth.

The second chapter is “Tax and corvee policies of Suzhou in the Prefecture

of the Ming Dynasty”, which is composed of three sections. It would discusse
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the land and household registration system in the prefecture of the Ming Dynas-
ty, the constitutes of the tax items, and the preliminary changes in the process
of collecting. It shows that the ruling group in the prefecture of the Ming Dynas-
ty built small-scale peasant economy system , strengthening the construction of
the organizations of LiJia system, and the collection of taxes was also focused on
the organizations of LiJia system by collecting materials and responsive service,
with distinct characteristics of natural economy.

The third chapter is “Tax Levy in Suzhou In Xuande-Zhengde Period”.
This part focuses mainly on two questions. The first puts the financial minister
Zhou Chen and Kuang Zhong’s series of reform in Suzhou under the background
of the preliminary beginning period of the Suzhou heavy taxes, systematically
analyzes the origin and evolution of the Yiliangbuding, Nayindaiyi, heavy taxes,
tribute grain, forage into silver. It is concluded that the above measures has
some attributes of the Law of Uniform Taxation. The second carefully analyze of
corvee arranges of Suzhou and it is concluded that the corvee for silver of Cheng-
hua period should be the beginning of the Sharing Man Taxation into Fields.

The fourth chapter is “Tax Converting to Silver in Suzhou in Jialong peri-
od” . In the middle and late Ming Dynasty, to adapt to the development of
commodity economy, the silver gradually became the national standard currency
from the illegal money. This part focuses on the reform of the Law of Uniform
Taxation of Ouyang Duo, Wang Yi, Hai Rui in Suzhou. Firstly, The first two
officials historically unified the rules of public and private fields with the silver
rate as the means. And Hai Rui’s contribution is the implement of the Law of U-
niform Taxation. in Suzhou, both having obvious trend of Sharing Man Taxation
into Fields.

The fifth chapter is “The Deepening of tax silverization in Wanli period in
Suzhou” . And there are three main parts. Firstly, using the tax data in the Ac-
counting Records of Wanli as the center, the thesis calculated and analyzed
Suzhou shipment, remaining fiscal division, degree of silver monetization, tax
structure, tax amount in the Wanli sixth year. On this basis, it reinterpret the
Suzhou heavy tax and systemically analyze the tax burden of people. Secondly,

the thesis conducts a case analysis of the whole advancement of the Law of Uni-
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form Taxation of Wanli has dropped Suzhou.

The sixth chapter is “The promote of single-whip method of taxation and
the completion of Sharing Man Taxation into Fields in the Ming and early Qing
dynasty in Suzhou " . The first is the overall promotion of single-whip method of
taxation. Second, the paper reviews the gain and loss of single-whip method of
taxation in Ming dynasty. The third is to investigate and analyze the inheritance
and improvement of the taxation system of Ming dynasty in qing dynasty.
Fourth, the paper mainly demonstrates the implementation and completion of
Sharing Man Taxation into Fields in suzhou in early Qing dynasty .

The last part is the conclusion, and the main conclusions are as follows:
firstly, Suzhou Prefecture in Ming Dynasty for nearly two centuries of tax and
corvee reform, is just a microcosm of the national of the tax system, but reflects
the trajectory and evolution of the tax reform in China. This is the conversion
process of real financial system to the currency financial system. Secondly, the
development of the evolvement of Suzhou taxes in Ming Dynasty shows that the
development of commodity economy and the silver currency in circulation are the
power and prerequisites for the continuous deepening of the the reform of taxes.
Thirdly, the problem of heavy taxes in Ming Dynasty In Suzhou need to be fur-
ther explained from the perspective of tax structure and economic development.
Fourthly, the tortuous process of Suzhou taxes evolution in Ming Dynasty reveals
the complexity of the reform, and the lack of top design and system construction
exacerbated this complexity. Fifthly, the single-whip method of taxation in the
Ming Dynasty failed to realize the combination of Sharing Man Taxation into
Fields, but it laid the foundations for the complete realization nationwide in

Kangxi-Qianlong period.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty; Suzhou; Silver Monetization; Single-whip
Method of Taxation; Sharing Man Taxation into Fields
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