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JIANNAN WANG

Jiannan Wang (Seven Wang) was born in “lce City” , Harbin, in 1950. He was once an
engraving apprentice, a porter, a peasant, and a middle school teacher. He joined Harbin
Dajly in 1976. During his time at Harbin Daily, he held various positions, from photo journalist
to political comment editor, eventually to editor in chief and president.

——The unique culture of “lce City” laid the foundation for his later passion towards Arctic.

In 2001, Wang resigned from Harbin Daily, and started a new phase of his career in private
enterprise. He was the president of the Beijing Shansong Agritech Ltd and Chinese Times,
and the chairman of CTTV, first Chinese online TV network in Canada.

—Working in Canada provided him with the opportunities to go to the Arctic.

From 2005, he engages in the “Photographing and Researching the Circumpolar Arctic” in
the way of chronophotography. He has visited about one hundred settlements or ecological
zones in the eight countries of Arctic for 16 times.

He is the first Chinese newspaper man invited to give speech on the forum of United Nations
Headquarter building ( “The Reform of Newspaper in China and the Enterprise Development
of Harbin Daily” , 1999 ).

He is also the first Chinese photo journalist to hold a personal photography exhibition in the
United States ( “Amarica in Wang’ s eyes” , World Trade Center, 1996).

Jiannan Wang was the former president of Harbin Photographers Society, and former vice
president of the Photojournalist Society of China. He is currently a senior member of Chinese
Photographers Association.
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Preface

LIFE TO BE LOOKED UPON WITH HUMILITY

© Jade Lu

“Real Arctic, and my 16 trips!”
When Seven (Jiannan Wang’ s English name) declared the title of this special photographic edition, | was touched
instantly. A warm stream flowed through my heart...The title——forceful and affectionate— that’ s it!

®

“Let me write the preface!” | volunteered.

As his wife, | still cannot tell how | was convinced to ride Seven’ s chariot with him, galloping on top of the earth,
dashing through the snow and wind, year after year, never stop... He is the mastermind who launched the idea for the
project “Photographing and Researching the Circumpolar Arctic” , and | am the determined, insistent, as well as
unique co-plotter. We, an urban couple, have been getting acquainted with those rural lands, rustic roads, deserted
villages, strangers... back and forth with unrequited love for 7 years. Together, we invested all of our emotions,

sensation, and awareness in the northern horizons. We never had regrets. Why? Because there was a higher calling!

Sixteen trips...Viewing the pictures taken by Seven chronologically, all those fuzzy details in the past now becoming
clearsin my mind. We indeed have experienced a lot!

i

“We are from China, my name is Seven...” in this moment, | recall hearing Seven is speaking his “broken English” ,
trying to communicate with the Arctic indigenous... The click of the camera shutter is another familiar sweet sound that

frequently rings in my ears. Those sounds make all these moments last forever!

——The man wearing a baseball cap in a picture is an Inuit chief, who greatly disappointed Seven when we met him.
The legend of the Inuit was the impetus that inspired us to go to the Arctic.

About four thousand years ago, a migration group was crossing the Bering Strait from Asia to America. On the way, they
encountered Indian’ s containment, and were forced to retreat into the Arctic Circle. Eating raw meat, wearing animal

skins, living in igloos, they survived in the harshest environments on earth. Today, the world’ s most courageous and



most legendary ethnic group has become the largest aboriginal tribe in the Arctic. :
Inuit was, for a long time, referred to as “Eskimo” .In Indian, it means “eater of raw meat” . Now they call themselves

“Inuit” , which means “people” .

We should get to know them, shouldn’ t we?

On October 13, 2005, we landed at a small airport in an Inuit fishing village. That was our first trip to the Arctic Ocean
area. A man waved to us and greeted us cordially. We were stunned: while preparing the trip, we were told that a former
Inuit chief would pick us up at the airport. With that information, our minds were full of imagination, and we were so
exited to meet an Inuit chief! But who is this man in front of us now? Wearing a baseball cap and plaid shirt, how could
he be an Inuit chief?!

That day, the chief took us to his mother’ s house for lunch. We sat down in the cozy living room, and looked around:
furniture, appliances, satellite TV with numerous channels...All of these amenities were not different than those found in
a modern city home! Only the delicious whale steak reminded us that we were truly in the Arctic!

Seven’ s mood gradually tempered. All of the fantasies from old pictures and all of the imaginations from his childhood
about the Arctic were gone forever. No matter how reluctant we were to admit it, the Inuit people, young or old, are now
wearing baseball caps! The Arctic is civilized! That is the true Arctic we have seen!

“l am going to tell the world about today’ *s real Arctic. ” Seven determined. It seems this has been his responsibility
and mission since then. The plot of “studying the Circumpolar Arctic” has become clear and firm to him: “Within 5 to
10 years, or however long it takes, study the Arctic regions as designated by the UN with documentary photography:;
Before any permanent change of the Arctic, publish a White Paper on Ecological Humanity.” Dare to be the first to do
it!

Then, Seven was 55, and | was 51.
Seven years later, in Seven Wang’ s Arctic image library, about thirty thousand pictures including more than 100

inhabited areas and ecological regions, are all sorted and filed. These are the treasures.

—— “Look! That's the fairy of the Arctic!” | was trying to make up a title for the first aurora borealis picture Seven took.
Aurora borealis! It is one of the world” s most spectacular and mysterious astronomical phenomena. We fell deeply in
love with it on first glance in the sky.

However, one has to be sincerely patient when courting the aurora borealis. She appears unpredictably, in the shadows

of the Arctic sky on chilly nights. We often have to collect ourselves after an exhausting day’ s work, put our energy



together and go into the dark night. Waiting, waiting, just waiting...

It was exactly 180 polar nights of waiting. It was exactly 11 beautiful courtships with the aurora borealis. All worth it!

On the first night of waiting for the aurora borealis, however, we had no idea when she would come. The temperature
was about negative twenty degrees Celsius. Suddenly, there was a flash of light that appeared in the edge of the dark
sky. Seven quickly snapped a shot. A slice of green light showed on the camera’ s screen. Here it was! The Arctic fairy
light came, silently. Then, a question rose in our mind: how would the aurora borealis end? We waited continuously.
After midnight, the aurora borealis gradually faded out following her beautiful and graceful performance. The sky
returned to darkness. We thought the aurora borealis responded to the curtain call, and the show was over. It was time
for us to wrap up, dashing home to see the captured images. On the way home, unexpectedly, the aurora borealis re—
entered to perform again! The light erupted quickly, an emerald—green light across the entire sky. we were exposed
under the “city—light” . It was too late to capture it! It was too late to regret. But the lesson was learned and we
finally got perfect pictures of the aurora borealis in our later trips. If you ask Seven how well he has learned the aurora
borealis? He would answer you: | am already part of the Arctic fairy light!

The door has been opened to us now. The Arctic is like a huge classroom for humans. There are many new discoveries,
new phenomena, new research outcomes, and new opinions about the Arctic. “Real Arctic” has occupied a position in
the study of humanity. Seven has dedicated almost all of his energy and knowledge to the research and documentation
on the Arctic. His thoughts run from nature to human society, getting deeper and wider:

He sees the crucial conflicts, along with the changes of Arctic, between two cultures 5000 years apart;

He focuses his observation of climate changes, from the phenomenon of the “coexisting of incredible hot and
unbearable cold” to the predication of period and trend;

He jokes that the indomitable polar bear would eventually become the “stone bear” over time;

He is affirmative that the resource scramble in the Arctic has already triggered a new era of gold rush...

His observations and thoughts are far beyond the capacity and duty of a documentary photographer. Seven said: “l am

going to spend the rest of my life trying to understand the Arctic...”

——These are the lives you need to look upon with humility.
| took a picture while Seven was working: he was lying on the ground, holding the camera as low to the ground as
possible, focusing on something. The scenario was amazing, but | was not sure what he was shooting. When he
enlarged his pictures on a computer screen, we were all astonished: It was a flower!
These are the mini flowers clustered on the tundra surface in the Arctic. According to scientists’ research, there are
around 900 types of plants that bloom abundantly in the very short Arctic summer. If we did not travel several times to
the tundra, if it is not witnessed, it would be difficult for us to understand this incredible life form in the high latitudes.
Seven, with his own speculations, has interpreted the “tundra code” of the principle of Arctic life. Here, | have quoted
some of his insights on biological substances of the tundra:

“Inconspicuous” — In order to survive in the permafrost and adapt to fierce wind, they remain low and creep across
the ground, not afraid of being unsightly;




“Solidarity” — They grow together to overcome the severe cold;

“Specialization” — They can achieve photosynthesis in low temperatures with less sunlight, to keep normal
metabolism;
“Modesty” — They carry on life with the simple format of budding and dividing, and do not have to rely on the

magnificent flowers’ pollination;

“Slow, but progressive” — they grow extremely slow, about 1/10 to 1/2 centimeters per year, due to insufficient
oxygen and nutrition. But they keep growing, no matter how slow it is, because being slow is better than stopping, and
living is better than death.

After living in harsh conditions for a long time, these substances demonstrate strong viability in the extreme climate.
Some people described Seven' s “Photographing and Researching the Circumpolar Arctic” as “extreme” . | think
it is actually very appropriate. The edge of the north, the end of the earth, these are the extreme places he has been
several times; daring to challenge himself, excited to start new journeys one after another, willing to live in a new life—
style... these are all the extreme actions Seven has taken for several years. While writing this, | could not help but
thinking about the sentence in Seven’ s diary, which recorded the scene we drove a car across the Arctic Circle:

“Pushing to open the car door stuck in the snow, standing in the Arctic Circle, | feel my true presence in the Arctic.
Looking northward, there is nothing but snow; looking southward, it is empty except our own shadows. No audience
cheering for us. The only sound is from the click of our timed camera shutter, which is like our own Ninth Symphony in D

Minor. We are like two silly kids waving our arms and cheering for ourselves.”

Inukshuk used to be road signs for the Inuit in the vast snow field, telling them the direction of home, the location of the
hidden possessions, and the position of reindeers...Now, although Inuit people use smart phones and GPS devices for
directions, those “guiding rocks” are still standing on the land of the Arctic. They long ago became the totem of the
Arctic and have been deeply engraved in the minds of Inuit.
A Sami poetess gave Seven her own poetry in hopes they could be translated into Chinese. Seven translated one of
them, named “Elle” . | like the following lines and especially like the legend about a “bluethroat” , a bird who can sing
with thousands of languages.
Surely | flew with the bluethroat
Surely | danced with the northern light
In the strongest of breaths we exhaled as one
My dearest son of the wind.
Reading these lines, | feel as if | am flying with the bluethroat, flying in the sky, with wind, with rain, with stars, with Seven
, towards the northern light...
And so, he is following his heart!
11/29/2012
Harbin, China



The 1st time (Oct. 12- Oct.19, 2005)

Northwest Canada: Inuvik / Tuktoyaktuk
Yukon Canada:Whitehorse/Alaska Highway/Kluane National Park

Key words: Inuit / Arctic Ocean
Transportation: Flight / Car rental
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CALLING FROM THE NORTHERN

In the summer of 2005, | run across an article online about driving to the Arctic Circle from Whitehorse, Yukon. That
was an eureka moment to me. Until then, | would never know it is that easy for an ordinary man to have an Arctic

expedition.
“Arctic, here we come!”

A few connection flights later, we arrived at the Inuit native town of Tuktoyaktuk. After returning to Whitehorse, we

visited Kluane National Park and Reserve.

Riding in a compact rental car, two ordinary Chinese successfully broke into Arctic Circle. The total cost right around
CAD $3625.65 per person.

Shocked by many facts we learned from our very first trip inside the Arctic Circle (e.g. Temperature in Tuktoyaktuk.
could get a high as 29°C; Inuit’ s chief wears a baseball cap), an idea to find out the truth of the “Real Arctic”
through an Arctic ecology photography expedition started to form. This 7-day visit to Tuktoyaktuk. was an “ice—

breaking trip” which officially marked the beginning of a 7—year, 16-trip  “Around the Arctic Circle” journey.

And the rest is history.
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