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Abstract 1

Abstract

This dissertation proposes a tentative general theoretical framework and methodology
for critical stylistics. By reviewing the current researches and practices on functional
linguistics, critical linguistics and stylistics, we take the initiative to construct a
suggested new framework and its corresponding methodology, which in this dissertation,
serve as the major objectives of our study.

The framework offers the research range of critical stylistics in three essential parts,
namely linguistic, social and anthropological analysis. The significance of the study lies
in that although many linguistic studies have been made on each one of the three parts
respectively, a general and systematic study on all three of them together is not yet seen
so far.

In this dissertation, three parts of the framework are presented as analysis
approaches, which share the same goal of identifying the hidden ideological meaning of
the text. And we regard this goal as the objective of critical stylistics. In general, our
study is based on factor amalysis, with scientific methods, both quantitative and
qualitative. In Chapter 6, we set a specific section (6.2.1) to discuss the scientific
nature of these analysis methods.

As for linguistic approach, pattern analysis is used with statistic method to dig out
the hidden ideological meaning. We choose transitivity, modality, and presentation of
speech as three factors for the linguistic analysis in this dissertation. For each factor, we
set up the analysis model, and define the linguistic patterns such as “Actor Shifter” ,
“Actor Eraser”, “Process Connector” etc. And specific methodological procedures on
how to perform pattern analysis are given in descriptive detail and statistic case study
respectively.

In social and anthropological approaches, we propose qualitative methods for the
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research. We believe that social analysis can be collective or selective, which means we
can either analyze all factors or select some significant factors to do the critical stylistic |
study. Selective analysis is a feasible solution to a certain degree, when the potential
factors are various ; for instance, our sample texts are from news media with certain news
topics that we restrict to a specific aspect, hence choosing the related factors of these
topics is appropriate to our study. And more, selective analysis can simplify the
corresponding methodology of the theoretical framework to a more generalized degree,
and put efforts on the study of the most important factors.

Therefore, we select the essential factors to perform social and anthropological
analysis in this dissertation. The factors we select for social analysis are identified as
significant to the ideological meaning of language, namely, ethnic and national origin
(ENO) , geographical identity and social stratification identity. The factors we choose
for anthropological analysis are also potentially ideology-based, i. e. physical and
psychological identity. For each proposed factor, we put forward the detailed analysis
procedure, following by proper case studies to validate the appropriateness and
correctness of the methods.

Results from case studies not only positively support the proposed methodology, but
also help us understand the hidden ideological meaning of the texts by comparing sample
texts from social, anthropological perspectives together. Even more, we assume that the
style of a particular writer’ s sample texts can be applied to his/her other texts as well.
We deliver a detailed discussion of this viewpoint in the case study of Chapter seven.

The major limitation of the present study is that we focus on media language, more
specifically, news reports language analysis. We wish we could apply the methodology to
different types of language, but due to the doubled or tripled necessary efforts, we leave
it for future study. Another weak point is that our methodology is not validated with
larger amount of sample texts, so the results may be conditionally correct and

appropriate. We will keep it open for future practice with more time and efforts.

This dissertation falls into eight chapters. Chapter one is the introduction, which
describes the motivation, basic tenets, necessity, significance, objective and methodology

of the study. In Chapters two and three, literature review on the concept of style,
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stylistics and critical stylistics are presented. The description of our theoretical
framework and methodology of critical stylistics is proposed in Chapter 4. Chapters five,
six, and seven discuss the analysis procedures and offer case studies of the three
approaches respectively. The concluding remarks, Chapter eight, present our viewpoint
on the efforts required for a qualified critical linguistic study which may be taken as our

philosophical reflection on critical stylistics.

Keywords; Critical Stylistics; Framework; Methodology; Factor Analysis
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Chapter One Introduction

1.1 Motivation of the study

We are living in an era of “information explosion” in which all kinds of information
are approaching our daily lives within or beyond our consciousness. We can get
information either from traditional mass media, such as newspaper, TV news, radio
news, etc. , or modern multi-media—Internet. The Internet news offers us a new
perspective of reading news and information which is faster than all the traditional ones.
The so called “information explosion” means the rapidly increasing amount of published
information and the effect of this abundance of data. And more recently, individuals are
no longer satisfied with just “reading” the news passively. They begin to write their own
“blog” , a blending word for “web log” , which refers to an online, regularly updated
journal or newsletter that is readily accessible to the general public by virtue of being
posted on a website. Bloggers actively offer their personal views on every aspect of social
life, including politics, sociology and critics, etc.. And most of the views come from
their afterthoughts of news reading, or information receiving.

As linguistic researchers, we are wondering about the reason of the rapid popularity
of blog®: it offers individuals a chance of active reading instead of passive reading. A
person puts forward his/her idea about certain news in his/her blog, and more people
may join in the discussion of it. The problem is, these ideas or views are too personal to
be principled or ruled in the pedagogical practices. That is to say, on the one hand, we
approve of active reading; on the other hand, we are trying to find a scientific and

linguistic way to do the active reading instead of an instinctive personal way.

@ According to Technorati ( www. technorati. com ), the number of blogs doubles about every six months with
a total of 35.3 million blogs as of April 2006.
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The rising of blog is not accidental but inevitable with people’ s raising of
consciousness. Individuals are becoming more and more critical in their reading, and |,
listening as well. They try to figure out the truth covered by languages. At least, they
believe so. This leads to an inevitable outcome that there may exist wrong or imprecise
understandings which come from their subjective mood of them. Finding the implicit
meaning or attitude in language in a scientific and linguistic way is the basic motivation

of the present study—critical stylistics.
1.2 Basic tenets of the study

If we take the “blog” thing as a newly arisen public phenomenon of language
meaning to a certain degree, the study of power and knowledge offered by social
scientists should be taken as the original tenet of language study.

“Knowledge is power” , wrote Francis Bacon, the ideologue of science. Marx and
Engels held the opposite view, in their equally famous dictum from the Manifesto of the
Communist PartyD; “The ruling ideas of an age have always been the ideas of the ruling
class”. Behind the contradiction between the two statements lies a problematic relation
between knowledge and power. What the powerful say can often be “right” because it is
said by the powerful. But this cannot be the sole basis for their claim to be right. There
may be occasions when the powerful are in fact right, and they need to distinguish
between the two kinds of claim, based on knowledge or power. Similarly the less
powerful may wish to conceal the grounds of their assent, separating the superior reason
of their masters from their superior power.

Hence, language has become an increasingly salient element of the study of social
practices which sees literacy (knowledge) as a key dimension of community regeneration
and a part of the wider lifelong learning agenda. And in modern society, the exercise of
power is increasingly achieved through ideology, and particularly through the ideological
workings of language. It determines that the ideological nature of language should be one
of the major themes of modern social science. Through an active and critical study of the

language forms, we may find the attitudinal part lying in the forms; hence we find the

@ Cf. http;//www. anu. edu. au/polsci/ marx/ classics/ manifesto. html.
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ideological meaning of language. Thus, we have the basic assumption of critical
stylistics ; language is an essential part of social life and the study of language forms can
help us pursue the ideological meaning of language.

Language analysis in social science is often strongly influenced by the work of
Foucaulty | such as sociology, communication studies, political sciences, sociopsychology,
etc. But often enough, the function and status of language have been neglected. Social
scientists working on this tradition generally pay little attention to the linguistic features
of texts. Although the study of the relationship between “language and power” or
“language and politics” began a long time ago, the detailed and subtle approach from a
critical point of view is certainly new. Critical stylistics aims to transcend the division
between work inspired by social theory which tends not to analyze texts on the one hand,
and work which focuses upon the language of texts but tends not to engage with social
theoretical issues on the other.

Generally speaking, the study of anthropology is a branch of social science.
Language users’ physical and psychological identities are strongly influenced by their
social identity, such as geographical identity, ethnic and national identity, social
stratification identity, etc. But within the study of language communication, participants
(both sender and receiver) are holding an important and indispensable position.
Therefore, we bring out the anthropological study from social study to indicate its crucial
and vital status in language analysis.

So, linguistic description, social study and anthropological study are the three
essential and fundamental parts of critical stylistics. But the boundaries between them
are blurred because of their close interrelationship. Linguistic description cannot be
taken as simple as lexical, grammatical, or semantic description of text; it also includes
study of different discourses, genres and styles. That is to say, linguistic description is
“dynamic” because of the relatively consistent networking of social practices. Critical
stylistics is concerned with continuity and change at the interrelationship between
linguistic description, social analysis, and anthropological analysis. The link of these

three aspects is made through the way in which language is analyzed in critical analysis

(@ Cf. Foucault (1972) and a brief introduction by Fairclough (1992a).



